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. 1 heard you. "was. „ cenſured lately at court —— _ 


" Jou 


have lighted too foul upon Sir Tnigo, and that 3 
with a porcupine's quill dipped in too much gall. Excuſe 


me, that I am ſo free with you ; it is becauſe I an in 0 
common way of friendſhip. - Rn az 
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May 1688. 8 C 
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Felt . e Play 1 . called. 
Oppoſition, to theatrical re reſentatione—Play Js 


Concerti Anecdotes of Lord Somerville, and 
_ Provoſt Drummond-— Performers Patron! iſed by 
perſons of at flinfion—Strange occurrence in a 


n ejudicet againſt the. Drama 


Dule of York's company at Holyrood-houſe— 
Pla 97 under Madame Vi olante in Currubber 4 
_ Cloſe-—D: Herent companies in Merchant 7. ay- 
bor Ball —Mrs Ward there—Canongate theas. 
tre built—F, :r/t fone. laid by Mr hey. R Ton 
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of the iſland the purport of the following 7 


pages {hall as 25 0 be Or as the nature 
08: the > ſubject will a 
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Thom who with to ) be ah a the 
minutiæ of the growth and culture of the dra- | 


ma in South Britain, may find am 1 05 gratifi- 
cation in the peruſal of Colley Cibber's Apolo- 


| gy for his Life: And a review of Mr. Arnot's 
TD Hiſtory of Edinburgh will greatly add to, 


* * 5 * 


their e knowledge of the e 


This publication having been rather defign- 


ed as a narrative of my own perſonal tranſac- 5 


tions, no farther reſearches were intended to | 


have been made into occurrences anterior to 


my debut on the Edinburgh theatre, but ſuch | 
as extended their conſequences to, or had ope- 


rated within the limits of my management. 
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. when I began to explore the tenure e by 2 
which the theatrical property was, and is at 
_ Preſent held, I found it neceſſary to repair to 
its ſource, that 1 might thereby find an op- 
portunity of tracing the ſtream of right, flow- 
ing gear ou unſullied from the fountain head. 
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THE! SCOTTISH. STAGE. „ 
As a member of the cheatrical community, | 8 9 


| ws as an early admirer! of the e e ä 


cannot but lament the very unpleaſing eſtimas 
tion in which it has been invariably held. — _ BE 
The diſgrace is obvious, and there is no diſ-> 
Zuiſing it—And however individuals, thro' 


mained j in 1 2855 wack fore Male relaxa- „ 

tions, fill continues co * BH CET „ 
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declare the cauſe. Partial as [ may be deemed _ 

upon the ſubject, I ſhall not from en eren ">, 
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ber, « of entering into a ſociety, whoſe inſti- 
tution, when not abuſed, is a delightful ſchool 


of morality? and where to excel requires as 
ample endowments of nature, as any one pro- 


feſſion, that of holy inſticution excepted, hat- . 
boerer „ „ e, 
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"Fi the 17855 ages ar Chritianiey, thaitrical 
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The hiſtoric occurrences of the former, I have 


cover, as ene 1 preſume, and circum- 


diſowned by his ſervants.— The angel makes him the fool of 


RY. or — 0 
tenets. The ſubjects Were! Kb * ks 5 
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= clergy the compoſers, the church was the | F 
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Tu cities of Cheſter and Cloeny were oy 
remarkable for their dramatic exhibitions. 


had occation minutely to inveſtigate. a There 

they had their Whitſon Plays, ſo called from 
their being performed in Whitſon Week; 
which were acted in the open air, or under 


ances beſt ſuited. 


_ * 


In 1 FRY in the fins at the high croſs, was 


' repreſented the play of Robert Kyng of Cycyle, 


or Robert le Diable, taken from a French mo- 
_ of that title 4 


A PIECE, 
* Arnot's Hiftory of Edinburgh, p. 74. 


+ Here is of Kyng Robert of Cicyle, 
S How pride dude hime beguile. 


Robert, for his bavghtinels and pride, 1 upon himſelf 
the wrath of heaven. A ſound ſleep ſeizes him in the church. 


An angel aſſumes his ſhape and dreſs, and takes his place in 


the palace. Robert awakes, bur is unknown, and conſequently 


ru see rien re 


was eee een. a Prince of Wal 9 85 : 


the ſon of Henry ane Seventh, at the Abbey 5 A 
Gate; and, in 1600; the ane ko Tama on 
| tions were in che e 0 295 12 3 i OE 


a e m. A ces were are half 55 5 
paſſages in ſcripture, and thence called My⸗ | 


ſteries. They had ſcriptural titles; ſuch as, . 

The Hi, itory of the Deluge=T, Be Birth / Chrij acl i 
The Death of Lazaru—and, The Laſt Safer. 
In the exhibition, Time, Death, and Sin, were 
_ perſonified, and made capital nents in the | 

ranma 2 
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Tuzy were ritten by one Randals, of che ; ' 
ö 8 | religious” FO 9 


the hall, and orders 5 to be clothed i in a that charaderſic 

0 WY 1 | 
The fool Robert alſo went, | > | OR} 
Clothed i in lod}y* gamements © nh, to Eo 
With foxes tayles mony aboute, „„ 80 

Men mighte him knowen in the route. 

He is then ſent out to lie with the dogs; in which ſituation 

he cannot but envy the canine race hat were permitted to re- 

main in the royal hall. Aſter a long, a rigorous, and i ignomi- 15 

nious penance, the angel reſtores King Robert to 150 royalty. 

3 Ancient Poetry, vol. I. p. 95 189.” a es «Ha 
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buen, asl pe khr By; | originally' in Mc... bs of 
„and afterwards tranſlated by Himſelf 9 
N Engliſh, by permiſſion of the Pope; to 
whom he made a perſonal application for that 
| purpoſe ; and having been upon the acting 
liſt for near three centuries, were moderniſed 
for repteſentation. 3 in the year 1600. Randal 4 
was not the only zuthor. of theſe ſacred my- 
ſteries exhibited at Cheſter i in 1532. By the 
proclamation for the Whitſon plays, that year, 
we are informed, that © a play, and declaration 
of divers ſtories; of the bible, beginning with . 5 
the creation, and fall of Lucifer, and ending ; 
with the general judgement of the world, to 
be declared and played inthe Whitſonne weeke, | 
was diviſed and made by Sit Henry Ob | 
ſome tyme moonke there; who gatof Clement, - 
then biſhop of Rome, 1000 dayes. of pardon, 
and of the biſhop of Cheſter at that tyme, 40 
dayes of pardon, to every perſon. reſorting in _ 
peacible manner to heare the ſayd playes; 
which were inſtituted to the honor of God by 
John Arnway, then .mayor of Cheſter, his 
brethren, and whole commonalty thereof; to 
be brought forth, declared, and played, at the... ” | 
coſt and charges of the ng men, and occu- 
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hy We n Ne er vantes, that the 7 Eon 
_ of repreſenting. dramatic pieces on the Sab _ 
bath day prevailed i in Spain 3 in the Hrteentn © > 
century. The goatc herd, in his narrative to _ 
Don Quixot, fays,. * forgot to tell; you, that wo 


Cryſoſtom, the defunct, was ſuch * a great man 3 


at compoſing couplets, that he made carols for '7 
BE Chriſtmas Eve, and Plays for the 


„ 4 +44 "07 2 5 v 7 8 Br. 5 = 


vy thepariſhclerks of . whence that place was aſter- 
4 | wards called Clerkenwell... 37 T 


* p. v 7 4 55 J - - * 
. * 4 1 - 3 > $5 N 7 4 


— 


„ 1 About the year 1110. Wart 5 Ancient Poetry, v. v. 15 p. 377 
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Fahey of "I 8 pieces were e 8 
ſed intirely from moral ſubjects; and thence _ 
ſtiled Moral Plays, or Moralities ; humor- 4 
7 : ous paſſages were at length introduced ; and 
- the ludicrous naturally crept into uſe. "Mi | 
bers thoſe rather to laugh than to cry. Thus 1 
a kind of motley compoſitions ſucceeded; till : 
fat laſf, by degrees, they were formed into re- 1 
gular pieces of five acts, ſerious or comic, 
with the introduction of a prologue: and in 
this ſhape were they handed down to the pre- 
ſent time, under the claſſical ales of 4 1 
and Comedy, | „ EZ 
1 cheſe 4 len” des I E 
n titles of Miracle Plays, Moralities, and 
Myſteries, became prevalent and popular „ 
England, it cannot be ſuppoſed but they would | 
ſoon be inroduced into this — 5 
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concerned in it, muſt have been converſant WE 
in ſtage repreſentations, ;, 


apparent order Te 1 5 8 Tad . = 
whole, with a ſplendor I have hardly read of - 


. 


in ſo early a period, as, I am certain, 
hibited, would attract attention anc — 4 „ 
tion in this more refined age: And I am Senn. 
vinced, that the conductors and the actors —_ 
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formances in Scotland were very e common 
the beginning of the ſixteenth century: That 5 
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Ms Aumer informs u 


after they were excluded from the churches, 


profane ſubjects were introduced, and per- 
formed in the open air. In a note, he ſays, 
„The place where theſe performances were 
exhibited was called the Play-Field : Few 

towns of note were without them: That at 
Edinburgh was at the Greenſide Well; chat 

of Coupar of Fife a was EN Caſtle Hill? 9 


TIA d of the chain; with wan 85 
predeceſſors dramatic performances had ori- 
ginated, and by whom their modes of repre- 
ſentation had been adopted, were the firſt to 


promote their ſuppreſſion. They prohibited 


plays from being written upon divine ſub- 


jects; forbade all kinds of performances up- 


on Sundays; excommunicated all that ſhould 


attend them; and, finally, exploded t chem on 
every ſubject, 22 1 N TO Th 


In theſe theatrical TRE 3 a” 
of Scotland took the lead: and in after times, 


* Hiſtory of Elinburgh, p. 16. + Spottifword's Hiſtory, p. 456. 
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Onry appar t the ſtage $43 ty 18 i 8 7 x 
x moſt popular divines repre: — 


: | cloathed in a corporeal ſubſtatce;and polleſB | * © 
ed the: . ping whom he held as 855 wor- . 
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"Sh FITC LT 27 % 2.44; 2 6:8 Sp 6 2 I ENTS 7 0 5 1 4H Fra . 
8h e eee "A Pace: Aale bs 
reſtricting the comedians from acting within e 
the limits of their bee The preſby- by, 
tery, in a ſolemn deputation, chanked them ol 
_ 1 juſt zeal they had ſheww in the mat 1 
r.” An ad of exhortation, againſt the fre- 
F en of ſtage· plays, was drawn up by a 
committee 'of divines, which was read from n 
all the pulpits in the diſtrict f. The condi» 
tion of an actor in Edinburgh, in thoſe Go- 1 
thic times, muſt have been as diſpleaſing 5 
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'To Edenborough gone, or _—_ or carted *, 


" From this period, through. the 8 of 7 
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| Tur firſt 2 we hear of, was Sig- 
: niora Violante, an Italian, who, with ſome of .* 
her countrymen, returning from Dublin by 
the way of Port-Patrick, paid a viſit to Edin- 
| burgh. She exhibited feats of firength, poſ- 
tures, and tumbling, in a room in Carrubber” 8 
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TAE ſucceſs ſhe met with on chis occaſion, : 


encouraged her to collect a company of come- 
dians in England, with which ſhe returned to 


8 ber former e in x Edinburgh. 313 
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THR scorrien STAGE. „„ 


ee to „ che corporation of that nam 
1jVbe prices there were, for the pit and oxes. 
+ 28. 6d. gallery, 18. 6d. The houſe would d hold 5 5 
+] at theſe rates s from . to 46. ED 


F the valid, of Ts oppaſine; oa the — 
exertions of che ſupporters, of the ſtage “ 35 
Merchant Taylors Hall was ſoon perceived to 
be too ſmall, on particular occaſions, to con- 

tain the audiences that applied for admiſſion. 5 
Oppoſition generally exalts and renders Popu- 
lar the NW: it is meant to depreſs, | = 

| Gaben performers, with Mis Ward, a Be 
rite actreſs, at their head, at length found 
means to procure ſubſeriptions towards the | 
erection of a regular theatre: And the trade. 
men, encouraged by the promiſe of a partial fe 
payment, were induced to -proceed upon cre- 
dit, on an aſſurance of doing N out t of, the . 
future W 6 by . 
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By theſe 1 eas a new theatre was erected. 
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firſt ſtone w was laid in a 0 wack BR 942 . 
Lacy Ryan, then belonging to Covent-Gar- 
den theatre. I-was favoured with his ac- 
quaintance. He bore a moſt reſſ 3 cha- | 
47 rafter : as A man, Ang; was a goo | 


Hz had a prey of voice, Fats an 
accident he had formerly received in his 
mouth +, not pleaſing to a ſtranger. On big 85 
firſt entre in Cato, his mode of pronouncing 
The dawn is overcaſt, the morning lowers, _ 


« And heavily in clouds brings on the day— 
5 The great, th” i ar days big with che fats. 25 


0 Of Cato and of Rome. . 


gave an unfavourable e to a bo. 


unfamiliariſed with his tones; but before the 


end of the play, that peculiarity was forgot. Ns 


The Canongate theatre, at 28. 6d. 18. 6d. and 18. held 
from L.60 to L.65. ' At Lancaſhire's benefit, I remember 
there was upwards of L.70; but the wings and Rage were 
ſo crowded, that, when I came on in the character of Hor. 
ſpar, to encounter the Prince of Waker, we bun not room to 


ſtand at ſwords length. 


+ As he was returning from the iu 5 ons of lids! 
evening's performance, he was attacked by a ſtreet robber, 
and, making reſiſtance, received two piſtol balls in his mouth, 
which ſhattered his jaw. After the ſhot, by the belp of a 


lamp, the villain recognized Mr Ryan, begged his pardon 


for the miſtake, and made of. —— He was firſt noticed i in 
Marcus 1 in a which was brought out in 17 12. 
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Aage plays i in England. Origin of the patent in ' 


Covent Garden , the theatrical property in 
Edinburgh Me Lee Proprictor and manager 
Lordi of Seſſion and other gentlemen pro- 
Prietors.— M. r Callender their managen — Mr 
Digges and Mrs Ward there — Tragedy of 
| Douglas brought out—Myr Love manager — 
Me Fackfon's appearance i in e 
Ballam there. _ 5 85 r 
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| Tus E building of the canongate ab; 
though ſtill without the ſanction of law, and 
in defiance of an act of Parliament“, was the 
firſt regular cheatrical deb in Scot- | 
land. From the original proprietors, there- 


fore, of this houſe, the rights of property, be- 


longing to the preſent Theatre Royal, took 
their riſe; together with the privilege of ex- 


hibiting ſtage repreſentations under the cover 


of two expreſs acts. The one f, extending 
„ S 


* 5 ! 8 


the limits rt 1e 
powering the King to > grant a patent to au- 
thoriſe the acting of plays therein. The o- 
ther“ reſtraining magiſtrates from licencing | 
itinerant actors within twenty-four miles of 
the cities 9 of London, Weſtminſter, 88 Edin- 
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5 Tux heritable ke e 4. DOG pro- 
perty, with that of the proprietors thereto be- 
longing, of the theatre of Edinburgh, thus 
fortified and extended, muſt proceed by lineal 
deſcent, or by purchaſe, to future heritors, 
without a poſſibility of a diminution of its 
powers or apurtenances, unleſs by the will. 
and conſent of the owner or owners e 43 
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Tux ie deen Europe were origi+ 
nally erected upon the ſame precarious foot- 
ing, and are held by a ſimilar tenure. The 
whole expence attending their building and 
ſupport, were, with very few exceptions, left 
to the fortunes and induſtry of private indi- 
viduals, Theſe men, therefore, have been 
every where permitted to manage and con- 
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* 28 Geo. III. 1788. See Appendix, No. IV. 
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Tun cheatres of Paris aroſe frum a reli 
* 5 . e 
brotherhood repreſenced ſacred ſubjectsxʒ and 
when theſe pieces afterwards to give 
5 dern x comedy, the firſt: eee | 
44 the licence thank the crown. Ic Ut hig, 


Br them the whole was at laſt conveyed to 
the company of the Hotel de Burgogne, in con- 
ſaderation of a certain annuity or annualrent.) 
Moliere founded the other Pariſian: company, 
and the proprietors of the preſent theatres of 
Paris are the lineal ſucceſſors of thoſe tw by 
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and Sir Harry 
and decorate a houſe, entirely at their own e. 


pence, for the entertainment of the publie as 


well as the Court. Therefore it was, that 
Charles the Second a patent to theny 


and their heirs and aſſignees, for ever. This 
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and the people for, itytheeleetion's of their 
FART CERT clergy, 
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quantity of lace, allowed them for liveries; and in their war- 
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| that 3 intention. 


Many of the Wie ai "2 
-atrical- property in the Canongate were 
dead. Mr Lee, who was now become a fa- 
vourite with the town, W it no _ dif- 
ficult matter to conclude an agreement with 
the remaining ones, of whom he ben 
the houſe for L. 648, and annuities of L. ol 
a brag to —_ Fl Ht; N 1 


LER being . mae AS his ene 
tracts with reſpect to pecuniary matters, the 


theatre became the property of ſome of the 


Lords of Seflion *, and other gentlemen, who 7 
interpoſed their i 1 made ſome 1 mo- : 


. den Pere on the occaion. 


. , * 


Tu motive for che nnn de of cheſs 
gentlemen was doubtleſs of a public nature, 
and that of a laudable kind; an intention, as 
they expected, of bringing the then theatre 
into credit, and of ee to that .de ob 

Lord ts Load ” 17 RT! Lord Maia Lord 


Ankerville, Mr Baron Stewart, Mr Alerander ä r 
Callender, _ others. 


E a meren 


king, w was 1 e with t 


+1 the b of himſelf 1 
8 | x 1 3 | _ 
| a Mx Diocks, who was n a favo We 
= Dublin as an actor, and who, had been for= 7 „ 
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Iꝓxux tragedy of Douglas ſoon, after 
its appearance *, and was a great 
relief to the finances of the houſe. : It will 
for ever be a monument much to the honour 


1 poetical genius of this country, as meli! 
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5 inſpection o «x one 4; their 2 body, did 
not anſwer the expectation of the new pro- 


SO” Mr Calle r 
RT | Meſſis:Love and Beate fucccoded to n 
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15 their . Gam. 7 lea ar 
firſt appearance in Edinburgh at 
4 

ese Mr Love, je was ating mana- 
ger, there were in the company, that ſeaſon, 
Meſſrs Stamper, Griffith, Parſons, Lge ys 
and 0 Mrs Mozeen was the e 


RH Tuovon I had ä bad to ay: 

Wi as little as poſſible. reſpecting myſelf, eſpeci- 
i ally where it does not immediately lead to- 

_ wards the illucidation or the promotion of 
the main buſineſs in queſtion, yet as this was 
an epocha of my life, to which I cannot re- 
cur without ſenſations of various- tendencies, 
I find it impoſlible to paſs over ſo momen- 
tous a period of my exiſtence in total ſilence. 
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1was uſhered before the public with a a 
prologue, 


* Saturday, January. 9.1 762. 
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nient and improper; and che 


manager bs likewiſe apprehenfive of trikſt= 
ing a charge {i conſequential to one ſo inte- 


the firſt to the third ven Mr Love vary - 


kindly undertook ; it himſelf. e 


capital characters, i im the courſe of the ſeaſon, 
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On breakfaſting one morning, as 
with the manager, with a flattering erordium 
he aſſured me, that though he had conſtantly 
negatived my requeſt of appearing” in Do 
glas, he had been inſtigated thereto, through | 
a real regard for my intereſt, as he had con- 

"> +68, Appendix, No. V. 
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_ ence, bur Mr Digges, he return iy ref 
character muſt bear hard upon the moſt ire= 


der prepoſſeſſions not eaſily removed. But, 
now that I had ſtood in parts of rnfinirely —— 


us under kings, Infos bak one had ever | 
formed the part before an Edinburgh a 


in their memories; and his excellence i in 


nuous efforts of a young actor, bb . un. 


more conſequence in the dramatic liſt, and 
that with a marked and decided approburkg 
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Iny the morning, 1 oy a dh rom! Mr | 
Love, more early than uſual. I attended his 


ſummons. '- After ſome heſitation, I was in- 
formed that Mr Digges was arrived in Edin- 


burgh. My reply was, that I was glad of 
it, as he would have an opportunity, for the. _ 
firſt time, of ſeeing that favourite. character : 


exhibited by another,” 
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M. Love. I was certain you would ſee 


this in che ſame light with myſelf, I may 
thereſars ore the bills to be taken leon 


* had . as has his hk 5 I Fg 
elde him: “ Sir, I have not the leaſt ob- 
jection to your putting a ſtop to the repre- 
ſentation of the play of Douglas, if you think 
it for your advantage; certain I am that it is 
not for mine e and mark the conſequence if . 
am not permitted to perform Douglas to- morrow 
night, as advertiſed, I never will appear again, 
in any. other. part, upon the yn lage. 
OM For I have ſet my fame upon the caſt ; 

* And I will ſtand the hazard of the aye,” 
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dead WD of che ſeaſon; and anos now. "ks Feb 
vintage was arrived, I hoped. to pull a ripe 
bunch, as well as a tranſient viſitor, who came 
but for a day; and who, the moment the 
grapes were gathered, would rere to beer 15 
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ment, apologiſed; aſſuring me, that he had 
fuggeſted nothing but with a ſincere attach- | 
ment to my intereſt. He candidly confeſled, 
that Mr Digges had made a point with him 
| to defer the play: > But, 85 ſays he, „ as you a 
ſeem ſo determined, I ſhall drop the ſubject, 
and the bills ſhall remain ;” at the ſame time, 
he expreſſed himſelf copriontire of the con- 
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* 1 bed? from the oth of 1 to the 30th of 
Apiil 1757 q Oroonoto, thrice— Romeo, four times Zar / of 
ser, thrice—O/myn, Mourning Bride, Don Felix, Wonder, 
twice— Zaffer, twice — Douglas, four times—Cafialio, twice — 
Young Bevil, Buckingham, Henry VIII. Hamlet, Of: man, Zara, : 
Lord Hardy, Funeral, Tancred, Jaques, Juba, Profpera—and - 
ſpoke two prologues, one to the Drummer, or the Haunted 
Houſe *, the other before the maſons play, which was thirty: 
four appearances, all excepting two, entire new Rudy. 


. See Appendi „ Nc. VI. 
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paired to the front of the bauen among 
others, aſſured Mr Digges that he had ſcarce- . 
* . been ſo well aid 8 the e 
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peated, and Mr Digges appeared, for the firſt 


time, in the Old Shepherd. Another diffi- 


culty here ſtarted.- He inſiſted upon having 
his name for Ol Norval at the head of the 
bill. I refuſed to yield to him the poſt of 


honour. At laſt the matter was compromiſed, 
and the firſt line ſtood thun? 
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tion, on our firſt acquaintance, having in 
wiſe operated ſo untowardly as to diſturb or 
en the enen buſineſt of r een 

"as hag. MDT in my a "Al W 
reaſon it is here inſerted; more forcibly to 
attach my affections to an audience, for this 
ſtrong and repeated inſtance” of their partia- 
lity and kindneſs, who ſtill continued to 
ſhower their favours upon me, on all 1 
ceeding occaſions, for which I am bound to 
yield them the fulleſt tribute of gratitude, 
and which I ſhall ever acknowledge with the | 
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lamy was introduced. Her engagement, ac- 


cording to the advertiſement, was for „ . 
nights, for which the boxes had been previ- 
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Sieben Rb l With t Virk, b 
Snofk, and che Paovox kp Huss Anßů We 35 
will appear, for the firſt time, on the age in this king. 


; dom, i in the character of Sigi/munda,. Eftifania, Alicia, and 
| Lady Town. Tancred and Sigiſmunda (the fir}, play ) w wi ER. 
; be performed on Wedneſtliy, the th of May, with an bes- 

ſional prologue, to be ſpoken by Mr Digges. In che bidery : 
5 of her! life, Mrs Bellamy ſays (v. IV. p. 44) © Eight nights ; 
were to be the limited number of my performing, and the laſt ; 


; was to be for my benefit ;? which, I prefume, was the caſe; 5 
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with her in Remes, and on the e May, the 1 $ h. the, | 
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amen to ber eee as it rh at © moſt, © 
his profile to one part of the 2 1 lene e.. 


his back to the other. I was; however, 
that period, too little acquainted wi rich A are. 


cana of theatrical buſineſs, called. 1. thei cant 


n phraſe, age trick, to have 


premeditated maneuvre. I ns alſo ſſe 
ed of too much gellantry te bare taken a 


wilful advantage of a lady, particularly one 


ſo celebrated in her profeſſion, and whom I 
hould have been proud to oblige, even * 
ſtanding upon my head, had ſhe deigned to 
make the requeſt, It was, nevertheleſs, deem- 

ed intentional in me at the time; became the 
ground- work of a ſerious complaint againſt | 
me, and was the cauſe of my not continuing 


the next ſeaſon in Edinburgh ;—a meaſure 5 
which both my inclination and my intereſt 


moſt ſtrongly prompted me to embrace; and p 
which Mr Garr ick, though his theatre r 


open to me, recommended as the moſt effece 


tual means to procure me a neceſſary degree 


ef confidence, and experimental knowledge. ” 2 
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the five years ſucceeding, as they: ard quite | 
unconnected with theatrical concerns of E-. 
dinburgh, hall pag pen in filence. nm 
nour of a Right mee, and e 
Prelate, and a native of Scotland, I feel an in- 1 
mpulſ e to . eee 1 


apes ined e attention of his hs the 
clergy of North Britain, but ſtand: forward as 
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Ar that Sd 3 parties 55 Whig:a ng” 
Tory ran prodigiouſſy high. The Earl Was 
a ſtaunch Tory; the Ax ce as viakent's 
the es bot SSM ee 
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| FI rn fon a member for the county 


| took place, in the room of Lord Morpeth; who 


was choſen at the general election 1741, and 
died in Auguſt that year. Nearly at the ſame 
time, if not by the ſame poſt, my father re- 


ceived two en to the een e * 


TRE e is e as you value. 
my future favour, you will vote for Mr Fox. 
Grofvenor Square. 
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Ar the enſuing eo. I e you it 
give your vote and intereſt to Mr Turner. 
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Lancelot Blackburne. 


e to do; but no ebe e "4 at 
or us is againſt us, was the mu- 
nd he muſt declare. His 
dilemma ws 0 driouſly di g. If he vo- 
ted for one, he was to looſe the favour of his 
patron, and the next preſentation of a valuable 
rectory, which he had long been promiſed. 
If for the other, he was inſtantly to give up 
the _— be held at ene and ande never 
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e, ae to ih A of declaring; 
bimſelf, he followed his natural intereſt, which 
accorded likewiſe with his principles, dy vo- 
ted for THE mend, of his eee 
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Tus 1 Archbiſhop ft pos Mas an A 3 5 
to remoye; and, ith his own hand, placed a 
mark i his name in the court books, that 
no favour ſhould ever be granted him. This 
injunction did not, however, long remain in 
Ferch as A Grace W in Landa, 1 1743. 
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conſent of the Farl | of Amer ATR eee 
Doncaſter, where his emoluments were ſfup- _ 
poſed to amount to more than an equivalent 
| for what he had been deprived of. - It was 
there I entered upon the firſt rudiments of 
my education; having been intended forth 
church. But my road through life hngobeen 
by a different rout, which, I will venture to 


affirm, was. occaſioned from the effects f 


Lord Thanet's diſpleaſure. For had I been 
permitted to continue in the habits of friend- 
ſhip with the ſon, I know not what con- 
nections might have been formed, that would 
have enabled me to have moved in a "OF 
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From Doncaſter my father was aun re- 
called to his living; and, upon non- compliance, 
was given to underſtand, that his ſtipend 
would be retained! This, his Lordſhip al- 
ledged, was a meaſure he was under the ne- 
ceſſity of enforcing, at the requeſt of the 
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part of. his annual ſti which was due 


from on” Earl of Thane! he was'told by the 


Lordſhip + 3 It ſhould not be pai . This 
information ſurpriſed him not a little, parti- 
cularly as he had complied with the Earl's 
requeſt. But what was his 
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1 Lord/Thaner had wenn ates 
at the ſuppoſed reluctance of Mr Jackſon to 
ſtep forward on that occaſion, which proceed- 
ed neither from à difference of opinion in 
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politics, or a want of attention to the intereſt 


of his patron, but merely from t ann. 
tuation in which: he was placed; ; for I kne 
rom what an; earl his | 


friendſhip! hacks been Faaues: from my 
ther, has never yet tranſpired; for fo c vat 
would his Lordſhip ever aſſign, though fre- 
quently entreated by Mr Jackſon ſo to do. 
He perſiſted in this reſolution to the day of 
his death; which deprived my father of twen- 
ty pounds of his annual income for twenty 
years, and me of a more finiſhed education, 
with Lord Tufton, at Geneva, a youth of my 
own age, as had been previouſly ſettled; by 
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actors benefit.” She could laviſh hundreds, 55 
5 however, url thole of Kakan fingers. F 5 fg 


"3/66" Dank wang” Wick Steir Mikes. : 
neſs, was forry to acquaint me, that his Lord 
was that morning en gaged, and, more unfor- 3 
tunately fo,' on my night,” or or qthetwiſe he 34 
would have attended. From himſelf he took 
the liberty of adviſing me, as I valued wy = 
own intereſt, not to inſinuate that thete were 
any arrears due from his Lordſhip to my fa- 
ther. You know, Sir, it is no compulſatory 7 
matter, and would therefore be better drop- 
ped; and beſides, take care how you touch 
my Lord's chiracter, for it will come round . 

to his ear, and the e ee to 2 Oy 3 
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I LEFT Cavendiſh and Grofrenor Suits & 
in no very pleaſing turn of temper; return- . 
ing to my apartment with my pride not a 
c little lowered, and uy e x hurt. 85 n LY | 


"I's DID not, however, tone the ene 8 
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o Bar agreement wy ave 3 90 7 

had ſtipulated that her name ſhould be par- ip 
ticularized from the reſt of the performers, i in : 3 
the advertiſements of the day, BY a8 AY 4 


type, ee 


5 Ext, 


« Whereby the att n receive. 3 5 
« Particular addition from the bill, _ ee 
5 . writes them «lt e 10 0 on e 


| ins: ORR 2 ba awake, de 
than: her name ſhould be of the ſame ſize; 
th of them could - not be complied with. 
Mr Younger, who had been appointed by 
Dowſon and Beatt their deputy, in an addreſs 
to the public acquaints them, that Mrs 
Ward had agreed for her choice of parts, dif: 5 
tinction of name in che bill, and every other 1 
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preference dach her rank as an actreſs en- 5 


titled. her to; and officially informs Mrs 
Baker, « that he could not poſſibly comply 


guiſhed in the Monday's bills,” the 12% 
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and reply upon reply, which finally produ- 


ced addreſſes to the public. Theſe — L 


favourites to each among a partial few, but 


more generally created diſguſt againſt the 
authors, for teizing them win matters in 


enn, nk W no concern. 
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the theatrical ferment ; ; and Mr Stayley' s dil "= | 
pute with- the managers, in which the town 1 
was already embarked, completed the cataſtro- 
phe. To prevent altercations of this kind, I 1 
never ſuffered any diſtinction of names in the : 55 


bills; nor attempted to point out where con- 
ſequence or merit lay; that I wi hed | 


to Fae deciſion WW ad Ire" | rod | 1 5 7 85 


I was eee with Mrs Baker! in L Ns 
don, before her firſt vifit to Edinburgh. She 
was the daughter of Dr Clendon upon Lud- 
gate Hill. She had great theatrical abilities, 
but was unfortunate in her figure, which was 
corpulent, and conſequently ill ſuited to ma- 5 


ny characters in which it was her ambition to 
tread. She poſſeſſed a vaſt fund of underſtand- 15 
The both natural and a acquired, and was a moſt _ 


facetious 
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 coticlufion of Mr Wilkinſon's works; which 


was completely qualified. In this ſituati 
ſue acquitted herſelf with great credit, 1 - 
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Thy scorrisn 80 ace. „35% 
Sanne companion. She had alſo an rexel. : 5 


lent. knack at letter- writing, as a proof f 9 
which, I beg leave to refer the reader to the 


likewiſe does credit to that onthe, -for tos 4 a : 5 1 


lection of thoſe rere for publication. But 


ſhe had an unbounded ſpirit, which. frequent 
ly mounted 1 into p paſſions, that involved her 1 ö 
dec esch with e ee 11 1 
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IN one of theſe e the 1 5 
afterwards with Mr Digges, quitted the ſtage, 


and aſſumed the profeſſion of a ſthool-miftreſs, 


to teach the Engliſh language, for which ſhe 


had the addreſs, when Mr Roſs wiſhed to part ab 
with his theatre, to prevail upon a gentleman,  _ 
whoſe children ſhe taught, to advance her 
L. 3000 for the purchaſe. The money was | 
ready, and the bargains made; but before the ' 
deed could be drawn. out and —_ hs v 


great idea, 12 at Cages OT ob, 
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 expired.- Thus ſhe literally edis afl 
_ died i in a ha mo . 
"Tax chearrs, ow reduced to acids + ſhell; 7 
received a haſty and a temporary repair; and 
the dramatic entertainn e bee 
fore the . of the winter nn «4 
Ma Nos. t to ods 1 of; a pa ys. 
ſtept immediately into my ſhoes, the agree 
ment being transferred to him preciſely on 
the ſame terms; only, that inſtead of L. 1400, 
he was to give no more than L. 1100 ; the de- 
duction, I preſume, being occaſioned by the 
Property having PEE from: the effect 
of the riot. FP 
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Is e ee of 455 agreement; the | 
Pp CHING proprietors, who, as before 6bſer='". 
ved, had applied for an act of Parliament, in 
order to eſtabliſh 'a theatre by Royal Patent, 
as ſoqn as it was obtained, conveyed it to the 
purchaſer of the property, Mr David Roſs t 
Covent Garden. Mp | 
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ment W hes patent, : which: had. beep. „ 
for, and was expected ſoon to paſs the Great 
ſoliciting, in perſon, his old fit 
„ then in the firſt claſs of / actors at 
Covent Garden, was his opponent. He was 
a native; and withal had à very formidable 
ee and conſequently proved victori- 
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n of it : 
no doubt a . 
his Jer, and his 
when he pleaſed; and his Lord. Townly, an 158 
Young Bevil, in his prime of life, were eſteem- 
ed paterns for genteel comedy. 3 
ſeldom find any one a natural in- 
activity, and the love of eaſe, vefe his great a 
dravitarkar 0 8 L 0 e Rey . : ; 
"Sed nil ais bonum de norm. 
in Ross immediately publiſhed propoſa „ 
for the erection of a new theatre, upon the 
ſame footing with other patent houſes in 
England; a for that purpoſe, the ſum of 5 1 
L. 2500 Sterling was ſubſeri and paid in 
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Tn [conditions were, that ea 
© ſhould. receive three pounds of intereſt, 
annum, with perſonal admiſſion to all the exhi- 
bitions of the theatre; and that the parent 
houſe, ornaments, - ſcenery, at 
ſhould be mortgaged to chem 1 
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| debts and conditions of the bargain, w] $ 
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5 .  Porchaſe from 5 oprietor 
5 - Fxpence of patent, with clauſe 
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Tris. advance bei ing above the abi 
the; patentee, it involved him in debt 
inconvenience. He was obli Lt e, te 
let the theatre to managers. The rents 
received, with incidental abatements, ſearcely - 
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the theatre as: they 


found it; without making the neceſſary addi- 
tions and repairs; and conſequently the ſcene- 2 


nn wardrobe, . n were at laſt 


worn out, and ] : houſe, itſelf 
neglected. 33 os RE I ke 
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5 8 - conditions aid particularly, that 1. ſhould | 
engage to pay the debts and incumberances 
of the theatre, find kecurity to Mr Roſs for an 
annuity of L. 150 per annum, for the term of 
his life, and take upon me the arrears of 1 in. 
tereſt due to the proprietors, which laſt article 
alone amounted to eee of L. 1000, ¾ 
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n the dertienciots I AY again, 
ting every connetrion ꝛith the ſtage for ever, 
it might require ſome explanation to free me 
from the 3 imputation of an inftability « of con: 5 
duct, in my. Peri ee Is E 


"Tears apparent Lee e could ily be 
explained, and conſequently expunged ; were 
I to enter into private tran ſactions and events, 
unneceſſary on this, or perhaps on any other 
occaſion, to diſcloſe; ſuffice it therefore to r, 
that I found it adviſable to return to a bao, 
felon that T had eee e BY wr 
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Tun firſt ſakinrgs Mr RoG's management, 
459600 J appeared again on the Edinburgh _ 
' theatre, in the part of Romeo. A daughter of | 
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His Royal Favour ey'ry boſom cheers ; | 
The Drama now with dignity” 
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manager. His ſubſcriptions. 
theatre were. filled. and the firſt ſtone. 
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viding a comp chat ought to 
have kept pace with the ſple 
e The ſouth abutment of the . 
too, which could not be foreſeen, gave way. 
greatly depreſſed the theatrical ſpirit of | 
Bud apap and ere the det pa build. | 
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tune and the town, had neither fortitude nor 


- Perſeverance to wait a favourable change in 


either 5 but, in a fit of deſpair 5 let his A, 
for three years to Mr Foote, for five h 4 
guineas a-year. - That gentleman, by pro- 
ducing an excellent company}, a better per- 
haps. has not been ſeen in Edinburgh, retir- 
ed to his villa at Weſt End, before the expi - 


ration of the ſeaſon, with L. 100 in his 
pocket, after paying all eee ni Loc 
JJC BE not fa Arno 


. The Edinburgh Theatre, edel g to 8 then advan 
| 22d prices of 3s, 2s. and Is will hold, with convenience, 
about L.149. tee Appendix, No. VII. 
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Us 2 A a 3 * che army, 
which. ſaperceding the law, he ob 
cornetcy in General Bland's regiment of dra- 
goons, who was his relation as yell a as nam 5 
take. He ſerved at the battle of ee, 
was taken priſoner in that of F. antenoy; anc 
was alſo in the diſturbances f the year, 
Forry-Fivs, . at the ſkirmiſh. on Ch Hon 
Meer, where he fought by the ſide of General . 
Honeywood, when that gallant officer fell cover= : 
ed with wounds. On the retreat of the enemy; 
the General was carried 1 in a mangled condi- Y 
tion to Appleby, where, to the ſurpriſe of all, 
he recovered. He was afterwards ſo much 
reſpected there, from the foregoing circum- 
ſtance, and became ſo attached to the place, 
that he was elected one of their members, and : 
continued ſo to the day of his death: | 
a vote for the county, it was there I had the 
honour of knowing him, of being. ſhown. wy 
him the ſcars of thoſe mouthed wounds he 5 
had received, and of hearing from n himſelf he 
foregoing particulars VVV 
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ing in Edinburgh, received him as a quarter 
partner, for the adyance of ſome hundred _ 
pounds. He afterw rds compromiſed. the be. 
matter with him, for an annuity of L. 100 
a- year. But being involved in his cream. 
ſtances along with Mr Digges, having beer 
bound to Mr Roſs for the rent of _ N 55 
it was unk; in FO 6 ont 8 


F years out of the mer frees 11 
Bland was manager as well as treaſurer; e 
it was owing to his exertions, that Mrs Hart- 
ley's theatrical abilities were made known to 
the world, as ſhe was by him introduced ; 


upon che Edinburgh lage, in the 2 5 55 
7h, : 3 ov ms 


Mrs Jonbax, the . iQreſs, is 
Mr Bland's niece, being che daughter of 
Francis Bland, Eſq; a younger brother of the. . 
Mr Bland of whom Lam 9 ens and M 
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aun theſe different managements, ſince 


Mrs Bellamy's ſeaſon, Mr Sheridan, Mr Wil- 


kinſon, Mr and Mrs Yates, Mr and Mrs Bar- 


ry, Mr Foote, Mr Reddiſh, and Miſs Cob : 


were ſeen A . nnn N | 
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Tur kT Was „ med by Mr . 
We then by Mr Wilkinſon, for ſeparate 
years ; till, finally, it was purchaſed by me of | 
the patentee, David Roſs, Eſq; as before 


ſtated. | . | L 
Farris aan took place at London, No- | 
vember 10. 178 15 | | Z 


Tux moment I came into poſſeſſion, I pro- 
ceeded to put it into the beſt poſſible condi- 
tion. I gave the houſe a complete repair, put 
on a new roof, and furniſhed it with new 
ſcenery, ornaments, properties, and a ward- 


robe ſuperior to the former ones, and not in- 


ferior to any in the kingdom, out of Lon- . 
don. 
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* Am conſcious at all times, of having: ex 
ertell my utmoſt. induſtry and abilities in the 
diſcharge of my duty. I have on all; oc- 
caſions endeavoured to procure the beſt per- 
formers. There is not a perſon of any merit 
upon the ſtage, who has not viſited Edin- 

burgh, or to whom I have not made particu- 
lar applications, and ſuitable offers. Except- 
ing that of Mr Foote, the companies under 
my care have been equal to any brought by 
former managers, and at all times inferior to 
none in bans iſland, out of the en 4 | 
England: 
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. Lit of Performers at the Theatre Royal Edin 
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Mr Ward, 1 Mrs Pulley,” 
Woods, : Ward, 
Gaudry, 80 Laser . 
Williamſon, Marshall, 

Johnſon, HFenderſon, 

Knight, „„ Thwe, 5; 

Banks, Cbarteris, 
Marſhall, 1 Mountfort, 

. | Hollingſworth, SGaudry, 

5 Sutherland, Woods, 

8 T. Banks, Jackſon, 
Hallion, © © Miſs Kirby 
Charteris, 5 | 

Taylor, 
Simpſon, 

Tannet, 
Mountfort, 

| And Jockin. 1 8 
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Charteris, - 
T. Banks, 
Mountfort. 
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Woods, * 115 Baddeley, 
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Mr Kemble, Mrs Kemble, 
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Vertu, F the Hauſe. 
* Wallack, = 5 
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Mr John Kemble, Six Nights, Second Viſit to Edinburgh | 
Mrs Siddons, at the Races, Fourth Viftt to Edinburgh. 


1792. 
| DV * s : 
os KeMBLE Manager. 


Mr and Mrs Lee-Lewes- came to Edinburgh accidentally; 
and did not join the Company till February 27. | 


Thoſe names marked thus * a1 
Kemble introduced to the Edinburgh Theatre; the "_ 
were n to the former Company. 


are the Performers that Mr 


SECT. VI 


Origin of 6 tht Gras wk Pet ye in Rare: 15 
dancing- ball. — In a: temporary booth in the. 
Caſtle Tard. Lee the manager. Digger and 
Ward there. —Tbe houſe Maulted by the mob—— 
A regular theatre at the weft end of. the town 
creed —Stage ſet on fre Mrs Bellamy there 
— Williams manager—Brown, ' the famous 
Copper Captain, there—Meſſrs Fackſon,'Bland. 
and Mills—Theatre burnt—New one ereficd__ 
in Dunlop Street—Some impediments to 1.— 

How removed — Theatre tone | 
ments of t the . ſeaſon. „ 


Bir we proceed farther to inveſtigate . 
the theatrical events of the foregoing ſeaſons 

in Edinburgh, it will be neceſſary to take 
notice of the dramatic advances in Glaſgow, 3 
where there is alſo a Theatre; which, though 
upon a ſmaller ſcale, is perhaps as compact 
and convenient in its conſtruction, as that of. 0 
the metropolis 5285 : 15 e 


the members of the pro 


inculcated againſt ſtage repreſentations, 1 5 


vuoolent in their operations there, than in the 
other parts of Scotland. The advances, chere: 5 
fore, towards an eſtabliſhment: for theatri- 
cal performances, were rendered proporti 
ally flow. The only hiſtoric account I find 
om the ſubject, is, that © entertainments in 
Glaſgow for the winter, are e dancing and ans : 
aſſemblies, per vices, or week about, concerts of 7 85 


e and ſometimes — 81 ers n e | 


— 
N 4 ; 


& BE . fg x 
IP 1 1% 


= BEAR of a: in 1 a rom, l Bars 
dancing- ball To by : a ſet of itinerants, where: EY 
were permitted to fix. their portable ſcenery, | | 


Tr ur firſt edifice, purpoſely erected "Tas 5 


eſſion, were not leſs 


ſtage repreſentations, was only pro tempore, - 


and that merely a wooden booth; it was 
placed againſt the old wall of The Bi i/bops s Palace, 5 


in an area called the Ca/tle Yard, adjoining 8 
the cathedral. Mr Lee was the projector: le. 


was conſequently Hine | the 2225 17 it This 
horel 


eue Hill of cut N. 8 | Ws | 
+ la a houſe _ the eaſt ide of fide ſtreet above the Call 8 


N. AE A 


rs 8corrisn rack. 8 8 
hovel bad tbe credit afterwards of 8 

to the then audience of Giaſgow, Meſlrs 

Digges, Love, Stamper, and Mrs Ward. * | 

was little reliſhed by the lower order of peo- 

ple, and was attacked by the weavers, who 

were ſpirited. on to the. aſſault by Mr Whit- 

field, with ſtones, and other miſſile weapons, | 

but not deſtroyed: The ſtrong outſide wall 


next the ſprerg proved i its Nee ſupport“. 


B che firſt ad the Ae ö 
the month of April 1762, I accompanied 
Meſſrs Beatt and Love to Glaſgow, to ſolicit 
the building of a regular Theatre, within the 
liberties of the city, and that, as centrical as 
poſſible. I had not the ſimalleſt concern; in 
the undertaking, being no farther intereſted in 
its ſucceſs, but as a well-wiſher to the cauſe: 
I made it a mere jaunt of pleaſure. We were, 1 
remember, two days upon the journey. There 
was no bridge betwixt Calder and Livingſton. 
The river was high, but being on horſeback, and 
accuſtomed to theſe kind of torrents, I paſſed 
Tr 1 any hefitation, or apprehenſion of 

„ es danger. 5 


The ai deten in Barrel's Hall was a Mr Lion. . 
Mrs Lamp and Mrs Storer ſung there. They were afterwards 7 -— 
drowned returning from America, having w—_—_— a _ „ 
ful fortune by their profeſſion, 

. erected i in the years 1752 and 1753 


98 Ars To or 


danger. My companions, who were in 4 «chaiſe; = 
after deliberating for a few moments, alſo 
took the ſtream ; but miſſing the ford, got in- 
tangled amongſt the ſtones, and became really, 
which is no uncommon caſe, managers in dif- 
treſs. They landed, however, fafe on the op- 
polite fide, and reſted at Whitburn. The 
road thence at that time, traverſingthe heights, 
paſſed cloſe to the Kirk of Shots, the e 5 
one * then _ marked out. 
Tas two days I ſaid at Glaſgow were 
pleaſantly employed in viſiting the natural 
and acquired beauties of the place. In my per- 
| ambulations around that city, at the preſent 
day, the recollection of what I then ſaw ſtrikes 
as forcibly upon my comparative ideas, as 
when I contemplate the change I now behold. 
in St George's and Mary-le-bone Fields, the 
whole being laid out in regular ranges of 
ſtreets, where I formerly and * en- 
Joyed my country walks. 


1 | $PENT the om with the managers, 
from whom I learned, that though, through a 
number of obtruding Seu, they had not 

ca 


r 
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ſucceeded. to the extent of their Aide. * in 
the main point * had: prevailed. ;: Fir 


. ako * 74 3 ants "RE. 
cho at their own expence, which Was to be 
rented by Meſſrs Beatt and Love. No one 
being hardy enough, at any price, to accom- | 
modate them with ground for the purpoſe, 
within the diſtrict! of the corporation; they 
purchaſed a plat at the weſt end of the town, 
without 1 its e | : 


Mx Mien of Weſterton, md. in 
Glaſgow, was the proprietor. He put five 
ſhillings the ſquare yard) upon his ground 3 *. 
moſt extravagant price in thoſe days, and in 
that ſituation. The gentlemen remonſtrat- 
ing againſt the immenſity of the price, he 
replied, that as it was intended to be oc- 
cupied by a Temple of Be/ial, he ſhould expect 
an amn * for mw ane. His 4 


denn. 


* William M*Dowall of Caftle 3 William Bogle of - 
Hamvilton-Farm,' John Baird of Craigton, Kobert Bogle f 


Shettleſton, and James Dunlop of Garnkirk, Eſquires. Their 
ſhares of the expence amounted to L. ico, beſides a ſubſerip- 
tion of L200: They ſold it to the directors of the afſembly, - . 


who laid out L. 700 or L. doo more; ſo that the whole build» 
ing colt L.15co. 


1 29 + HISTORY | or 7 


demand, however unreaſonable, was nh 
with, nd. a Theatre: in enen en | 
" HO! 107 D357 Hormigt 3x9 
9 Mus Berkauv, in that life, gs 6 u ue 
on my firſt engaging at Edinburgh, the 
gentlemen, of Glaſgow offered to build. a 
Theatre by ſubſcription, if pur company would 
promiſe. to perform there in the, ſummer. To 
this we readily conſented, as the inhabitants 
were not only i but liberal to a 


W's by 


"ow are lows to . every ri 5 
Mrs Bellamy's aſſertion; but cannot help ob- 
ſerving, that this agreement took place a 
month before her engagement in. Edinburgh 
commenced, or her viſit to that city was even 
thought of. She opened the houſe indeed, 
and I have no hefitation in concluding, that a 

ſuppoſition of that event accelerated the com- 
Pletion of the building. Though the gentle- 
men had raiſed the fabrick, they could not 
lay the ferment in the minds of the lower or- 
der of men. Before the intended night of open- 
Ms the houſe was ſet, on fire, and with dif- 


WT fared from being totally xedueed toalbes, 
| „ Wark 


vol. Iv. p. 56: 


1 * 
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* Wurn we arrived at Glaſgow,” conti. 
nues Mrs Bellamy, „one of che performers 
exclaimed, Madam, you are ruined, for you 
have nothing left, but haf you have with 
you in the chaiſes. I was then informed, 
that the ſtage of the new Theatre had been ſer 
on fire the night before, and that all my para- 
phernalia and wardrobe, which lay there un- 
: Perret bad uy ener by the pa 


«© THE conflagration, I found, was occaſioned 
by the following circumſtance : A methodiſt 
teacher, who held forth in that city, told his 
auditors, that he dreamed the preceding 

night, he was in the infernal regions, at a 
grand entertainment, where all the devils in 
hell were preſent,' when Lucifer their chief 
gave for a toaſt, the health of Mr ——, who 
had fold his ground to build him a houſe up- 
on, (meaning the Theatre), and which Was to 
be opened the next Tor For them VAR to deten 


3 Git C19 


. 


FTE poor ignorant enthuſiaſtic hearers of 
this Codly preacher, found their enmity againſt 
Satan 5 his ſubjects inſtantiy inflanied by 
| this 

2 Io the ſpring 1764. | 


ie Ob 3:an . in ade, to prevent. i * 
alarming. an extenſion of his Infernal Majeſs 
ty's empire, they haſtened away in a body to 
the new built piay-houſe, and ſet the ſtage on . 
fire... Luckily. che flames were extinguiſhed; 


before any other part of the Theatre was con- 
ſumed ; but the whole of my theatrical ward» 
robe, which lay in the packages upon it, were 
deſtroyed.” © They had coſt,” ſhe ſays, 
many many hundreds of pounds, and at that 
time, upon a moderate computation, were 
worth nine hundred; there being among 
them a complete ſet of n. png ts: 3 
from cap to ſtomacher®,” 


Mes e nde to b us, 
among other particulars, that being reſolved 
to perform, the next day a temporary ſtage was 
erected of looſe boards covered with carpets; 
and to equip her with a wardrobe for comedy, 
before ſix o'clock, from not being miſtreſs 
of one gown, ſhe found herſelf in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of above forty, and ſome of theſe almoſt 
new, as well as very rich. Nor did the ladies 
_ confine themſelves to outward garments only, 
She received preſents of all kinds, and 

pn Fs don 


THE SCOTTISH STAGE. 1 


from every part of the adjacent country, to- 


gether with mvitations and parties for the 


whole time of her reſidence in their neigh- 
bourhood®. They opened with the Citizen 


by way of a play, and the Mock Doctor for the 


farce, Mr Reddiſh and Mr Aicken were the 


— 


principal renden with her r there that fea ; 


ſon. — £ 4 C28 
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From this time the Glaſgow Theatre was 
occupied at different periods by the Edin- 
burgh company, till it was taken by one 
Williams , an adventuring itinerant mana- 
ger; who being active and enterpriſing for one 


ſeaſon, cleared a conſiderable ſum. Brown, N 
the famous Copper Cuptain, enbsged wiel km, 
and en n artractive. 104. 0 LOTS 


Taz Ediaborgh Tha e bee let 
by Mr Roſs to Mr Wilkinſon of Vork, he 
brought his performers. along with him: che 
greateſt part, therefore, of the Edinburgh one, 
ee anfang into an ene 
Pany, 


1 


s 4 1 % £ 7 7 3 : 
„ ite 65,6477 1217507 2005 » 


1 1 He poſſ-ffed it from 1768 and ab to the end of 1771. 
Digges had it 1772, 1773. 

That pleaſant comedian died at the Saracen 5 Head, | 
Mr Graham was at the expence of his funeral. 
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pany, eons at Dan“ 
dee. Meſſrs Bland and Mills were their mas 
nagers. The former had procured the leaſe 
of the houſe at Glaſgow. for the followin 4 
Winter. I was always upon habits of friend 5 
ſhip with Mr Bland; and meeting him acci- 
dentally in Edinburgh, he communicated his 
plan, and prevailed upon me to become one 
of the party, on a joint partnerſhip with him 
and Mr Mills, for the ſeaſon only, upon cer- 
tain conditions * Miſs Manſel, then Mrs 
F arren, was our ee woman. IT beſcheme 
ſucceeded, and I was thereby induced to em- 
| bark in it for a permanency: Accorditigly 
before the cloſe of the ſeaſon, I purchaſed one 
| | full third of the wardrobe. and moveable pro- 
| | | | perty 1.5 We had agreed for a leaſe of a.new 
| Theatre, then building ME: Aberdeen ; and, i in 
8 the mean time, propoſed taking the company, 
| for "Y ſhort time, to Dumfries. I had been 
chere on the occaſion, and ſlept; at Kilmarnock 
on my return. When J arrived in the morn- 
ing at the place where the Theatre had ſt od, 
1 found it covered with a ſmoky ruin. 
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wy dg ag Ind, 880 f. „ 
era Leck. "How'the oo 
ver Kin own. Ic Had all 
. Fans wy A been 
play, ani 2 ütly, io fires, for do days. 
Nor could there have been any at che 8 gal. LY 
lery-end of the houſe! from whetice the far Fo Bo 
firſt ifftied, ds" the dd . hg-roown s we fe, and, 2 
eee ire; co 8 apt. 
"4 pt; Fa a1 5 10% 1 m ISO 
Sber abe this unfortunate -ataſtr 
applied to the prop etors, t 0 Know wh . 
it was their deſign tb rebuld the Theatre 05 1 
to what purpoſe they reſol ed to convert tl 1 
property. "I was informed, chat the y pad ne Ne 


the leaſt intention of bnddigtt 3 and th that was TR 
at liberty; with tlcr full ule, © ere 3 
houſe, at my bn Hifk, if T | judged adviſe- | 
able ſo to 5 'tixy, ob of the" gentlemlen nf pre 3 
poſed; chaif Toſs 8 ltd upon the me 


7 4 1 5 5 O ö 85 ; a LEY | ſpot, 


*The building bad been inlured for TL icoo, but the pre- 
mium, by ſome negleci had not becm paid up? The Sun Fire . 
Office, homęver very genteelly made 2 pteſent of EP to - = 75 1 ; 
wards the toſs. „„ 


1 
* % 4 . 
2 a", * o 
. 


„ee nis ron . 
| 11 5 1 Would 4 


be | coinplimented with 4 pie 8 
ſent of the ground and remaining walls. 1 
thanked him for his kind intention, but decl th © 
ed the offer; as I rather choſe to buy ground, 
almoſt at any rate, if i it could be procured, in 
the heart of the town. A centrical ſituation, 
1 judged, would ſoon refund the difference. = 
With this view, I purchaſed that part of St. 
Enoch's Croft which Now forms one fide of, 


e Street, | | 


„ EE ty 


Tur foundation was dug, and 1 attendell 
to 0 lay the firſt ſtone “. During the ceremony 
„ received the following card :— Dr Gillies | 
and Mr Porteous offer their compliments to 
Mr Jackſon, and think it their duty candidly __ . 
to inform him, before he proceed farther in 
the work, that they intend to join with other 
proprietors in Dunlop Street, to apply to the 
magiſtrates to prevent the building of a play- 
houſe, (or concert-hall for acting plays), in 
chis Street, as being an injury to their pro- | 
perty, and inconſiſtent with the diſpoſitions 
1 by Mr Dunlop to the feuars f. We 
. gs February 17. be | re | 


A The Reverend Gentlemen grounded their objections t to 
bs Theatre's being erected on the area in queſtion, upon the, 
clauſe i in the original feu from Mr — « That it * 
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with them on Tueſday 8 23 


are to met 
and though, we mi ight have delayed giy 


any intimation till the building w as. begun, 5 
we thought ĩt fair, and becoming our ſtation, 5 
10 give it thus e 17th February 1781,” I, 


1 700 no notice of theſe 8 6 the 
| by-ſtanders, but, laid the ſtone, and ordered 
the work to be carried on with all poſlible 
diſpatch, On are-peruſal of the lerter, I judg- | 
ed it of ſuch a nature as to require: able and 


ſcrious advice, I therefore repaired. inſtantly 
to Edinburgh, and conſulted one of the firſt 


Jin 3-4 


| Advocates there. After receiving his opinion, | 
I addreſſed the followin anſwer t : to the two | 


E 5 D 
Ton: 


1 2 11 3 81 


gentlemen, pron. the ppunys 3 in queſtion \ 
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Edinburgh, . 2 Ht 781. 
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1 184 
not be Linfal to, nor in the power of N 46 d 1 © Barcla 


or his foreſaids, to erect any tan. avori, candle work, e . 
y other work or manufadture whatever, upon any part 


2 15 foreſaid groundt, which may be deemed a muiſance by 
| * the e W or other judges competent.“ 8 
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NGVu im lie peruſal of this. letter. The bearer n 
me it required no reply. Tou, bag nge! 
| wiſh a tacit conſent. to it on your parts; but, 
on mine, I find it incompatible with my in- 
tereſt to be ſilent on the occaſion. I ſhould 
have given you a line on the receipt of your 
note; but, as one of the two points on which 
you reſt your complaint 1s a n of law; | 
I could not, till I had made myſelf maſter of 
the ſubject, by the advice of a lawyer, a 
my ſentiments with ſafety on the ag wo 


1 
, 
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0 CW pen , ſhould he: injured tr T8 
the building now erecting, I could in a mo- 
ment have confuted; for, © where the body 1 is, 
there the eagles will be gathered together.” 
Thus, where amuſements are held forth, there 
the body of the people will centre. For to a 
family, eſpecially when bleſſed with a female 
| progeny, the vicinity to places of entertain- 
ment muſt be a leſſening to that family's ex- 
pence; and you, I preſume, are not to be told 
che yearly charge of coaches or chairs; nor 
the convenience that would attend the ſtep- 
ing only acrols the ſtreet to the neceſſary plea- | 
11 ſures of the night. In London, Edinburgh, 
4 York, Briſtol, and all the capital towns in the 
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augmentation of the rents of h 
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eres of 8885 + eat 


. Your have! 4 aſirrion at iris Tncons” 
ſiſtent” with the diſpoſition granted by Mt 
Dunlop to the feuars,” is totally groundleſs, 
For till you can prove that a Theatre is à ma- 
nufacture which may be deemed a nuiſhnce, 
you cannot ſeriouſly ſuppoſe the preſent | build l 
ing in diſpute as coming within the mean- 
ing of Mr Dunlop. A church, a ſchool, or a 
ball-room might with Oe l propricey be 
pronounced wenne e as the 5 in 
, 7 3 OILS 47 fach, 
eien SCH Erk 

0 rr me pevfulids you, e to take 
the advice of one who has ſeen enough of che 
world to point out your” prudent conduct o 
this occaſion. Would you live in neighbours = 
ly comfort with one who'has-pitched his tent 
ſo near you, moleſt him not in the pwr 
his profeſſion ; for, believe it, he means to de- 
port himſelf with the greateſt deferetice to 


yours. "vue toa 835 a e ad ras 
"IP 
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cory is tits on reg By 8 
augme duſes, ank 
the price of lodgings, becauſe —_ are in the” | 
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up for holy orders; himſelf, he hay even pay. | 
honour to the Herd dare hat o 5 
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* Lew i. dev Rady to, preach, ſapQity 
a ae auſterity; for be aſſured, wherever 5 
compulſion or reſtraint accompanies admoni- 
tion or advice, the ſenſes take the alarm, and 
nature and reaſon, ever rebellious under W. f 
ſtraint, begin to weigh and to confufe bay une 
reaſonable dictates of authority - But 
I beg your pardons; I am running on in a 


Rt 1 
* Fs ay 188" ay 
ROOTS. 
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field too large for the bounds of a letter, in 


which, however, I am ready on all occaſions 
80 meet you in che liſts of argument, on this 
point, as I am in the Parliament Houſe, before. 
the Lords at Edinburgh, to whom I have, als | 
855 appealed, on the ſubject of the rhef. 
2 ues On 8 confiderine the 72 
ject, it appears clear to me that vou do not 
know the plan of, the intended buildings. That 2 
which you complain of will neither inter- 
rupt your ſight nor offend your hearing. A | 
land is intended to be built along the front of 
Dunlop Street, according to the rules of that 
Street, and likewiſe along Dr Gillies's paſſage, | 
28 highs: as either of PO houſes. That next 
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: heightened or lowe 


backward, We ee Oe? or bad . e 
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minded, that one of you (Dr Gillies) was laſt 


ſummer a fellow-travelter with me. We 


were not then diſagreeable to each other: the 
converſation at Auchterarder will atteſt that 
circumſtance. As we were fellow-travellers_ 
in a ſhort journey, let us be fo in a long one 


in a journey of the world; and let us ſhow to 


each individual of that world, that brother- 5 


ly love and charity are the characteriſtics of 
good chriſtians. That it uy be fo wr e 


hall be the conſtant care of, 
GENTLEMEN, 9070 oi bas 4 
| Four humble m_ x 


1 RETURNED 


wits within ten feet of his ita.) This 

will entirely ſcreen him, not only from a. 
fight of the Theatre, but from every other ob- Ns 
je that var, Theſe” Iands' may be either | 


of 
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1 RETURNED to Glaſgow on Hg T 1 r. 
gy . an order from one of the Lords of Set. 
85 fion to proceed with the work, notwithſtand- d- 
ing any interference to the contrary; with a 
| prohibition to all orders of men, from offering 
any moleſtation to me or my property*. Some 


of the heads of the town, to whom the tranſ. 


action Was communicated, approved of the 
meaſure had taken; and aſſured me, that if 
any proſecution ſhould take place, they would 
enter into a ſubſcription to n N ex- 
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No interruption was however, „ 
| eee And I muſt do the Reverend Gen- 
tlenien the juſtice to declare, that, as 1 
bours, their conduct towards me has been 
becoming their ſtations, condeſcending and 
friendly; and, on my fide, I flatter myſelf, ' 
they have, on all occaſions, found me accom- 
e and W 1 | 


Trnoss 


by | 1940 February 178 " 
* «Prohibits and ta the before mentioned Dr Gillies 
and Mr Porteous, and all others, from troubling or moleſting 
the complainer i in the free exerciſe of his propeny'; od to oo. 
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4 "formerly khpreſſed, Tamer Belp fps = 
poſing, they have, kom Experience! abe 0 
to have been t unfounded: "The Theat eatre, I pre- 
time, has not, in any ſenſe of the word, pro 
ed 18 difpleaſing | as their Ac ebene had 7; 
formed; and the immediate riſe. of the va- 
lue of property in its vicinity, maſt have con- 
vinced them that tlie worth of their poll i 
ions 1 not ö W = EN = 
Ta IS, the firſt Theatre that was ever. ext! 
ed in Glaſgow, was at my own ſole charge | 
and expence, which, with the ground and — 5 
pendages, coſt upwards of L. 3000 ftertiog. 
The audience part of the houſe is circular, | 
exceedingly neat, and holds, at the Edinburg gh 


1 from L. 8 to B e ne wile 
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Ir was COPE its beter lances TC 
preſented through the ſeaſon, by a detached 
company occaſionally recruited from Edin- 
burgh, where the Theatre was likewiſe open 
under my direction at the ſame time. But 
8 his ue. nen were ſo 
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roduBtion there-—Conſequences reſpefing tempo- 
rary engagements —E mbarraſſments attending 
the manager WRC OE? een, 
7⁰ Mr HARE at ee 7 100 2 


wo 


Ar the commencement of my management 
in Edinburgh, I took the liberty of circu- - 


lating, as carly as yu: the i» Og ad- 


dreſs — Eo Ty = 


170 THE PUBLIC. 
«I do ciykifthe honour of ſeizing the earlieſt 
opportunity of informing the Lavres and 
GENTLEMEN of the ciry of Edinburgh, that 
the ſuperintendence of the Theatre Royal 
has at length fallen to my lot. The taſk is 
always arduous; and, in the preſent inftance, 
rendered ſtill more difficult from the ſhort- 


neſs of the time allowed me for the neceſſary 
preparations for the ſeaſon, my agreement with 


Mr TOP] for the purchaſe of the Theatre, nor 
„„ having 
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116 Aso or = 
| 8 be ae till the. SI of 4 
preſent month. Even with this addi- 
tional inconvenience, I embrace the ſitua ; 
tion with pleaſure. Naturalized, as it . 
were, by inclination, and a long reſidence in 
Scotland, I cannot help looking forward wirh 
a glow: of ſatisfaction, on an appointment 
which flatters me with a pleaſing expectation 5 
of paſſing the latter part of my life in a coun- 
try, for which, from my earlieſt years, I have 


ever entertained the ee eee | 


4 


5 
j 
4 
| 
ö 
: 
Þþ 
i 
| 
i 
F 
1 
i 
| 


Mi Taz e I muſt neceſſarily. at prge 
ſent encounter, ſhall be combated. by an un- 
remitted perſeverance. As a ſervant of the 
Public, I ſhall think myſelf bound, on all oc- _ 
caſions, to make my opinion ſubſervient to 

their wiſhes, A predilection to repreſenta- 
tions that exhibit thoſe moral principles that 
the Stage was intended to promote, and a 
conſtant endeavour to procure the moſt capi- 
tal Performers that can be had, to fill the Va- 
rious characters, ſhall claim my fitſt attention, 
in the ee of every theatrical exhibi- 
tion. . ö . 
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« «By this line of condut, 15 flatter: myſelf 
with 


* November 1781. 
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Public Favour, To Pe and t. to N om. * | 
chat portion of their eſteem, ſhall ws the: cons | 


ſtant and am ardent W 
| And 4 ſervant, {BE IE 


7 $MHIE JACKSON" 


1 a 5 a * bo and pon 
the ſtricteſt review of the various tranſac- 


tions that have occurred through a ſeries of 
ſucceeding years, I cannot accuſe myſelf of 


Having: in the ſmalleſt degree ſwerved from 
the literal meaning, or. the ſpirit of the obli- 
gation, X .then entered into with my ſappor- 


ters, the Public ; ; whoſe ſervant; then, and at 
all times ſince, 1 have profeſſed. myſelf to be. 
If, after their acquaintance with the facts 


herein produced, 1 ſhould be deemed to have 


been deficient either in my induſtry, or my 


duty, I ſhall racitly ſubmit to the general 
cenſure ; for on this, as on every former oeca- 
ſion, it is my pleaſure, and TY; wiſh, to bow 
to the p N Soranns af | 


+4; #2 #48 


* A » | 


On : a 8 of che following 1 names, ſe⸗ 
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mmalleſt ſuſpicion of being 
having exerted my conflant endeavours 1 


procure the moſt SY . that could be 


bad. 
Mr Henderſon, 1 Yates,” 
King, EE e 1 
"Yates, © Ziddons, bree times, 
Holman, © Jordan, three timer, 
Pope, e Eſten, twice, OR 
Clinch, | Miſs karren, „ 
* Johnſon, 1 George, twice, vl 
* Gaudry, Morris, 
* Oreilly, M. Farren, = 
* Ryder, ©  Fontenelle, | 
' Wilſon, Mrs Baddeley, 
Lenk p Cornellys, 
e Brooks, . 
Robinſoonn, 
| Fwd, thefi 1 nget 
- Barrexford- | 


| Mus 8 ae laſt, is not 
the ont? in our eſteem. As a ref e atireſs, 
| I think 


EN. 


hoſe 3 3 ® are dead: 


0 Nt: . — - Taks ber for lf al, 
« F eee ee 


Sur was the daughter of Mr Wilford, 


ther-in-law to Mr Rich (the celebrated Lun) 8 
patentee of the Theatre Royal Covent Garden. 


Mr Rich's country houſe was at Cowley, near 


Uxbridge, where I uſed to be upon a viſit for 
weeks together. It was there I firſt ſaw Miſs 


Wilford. Shewas then about fourteen or fifteen 
years of age, poſſeſſed of an elegant figure, and 


had every advantage of ee to render : 
e. I was pre- 


her accompliſhments complete 
ſent at her firft exhibition a8 a dancer, in 

which ſhe excelled. She appeared as an ac+ 
trefs in Miranda, in the Bufy Body, the ſame 
ſeaſon ; afterwards filled a capital line of cha- 
racters for many years in Covent Garden: 
She was the original M: iſe Hardeaſtle, in Dr 
Goldſmith's She Stoops to Conquer. She 
graced this Theatre fix winters. Her Lady 


Racket will be remembered as long. as. 
one of the preſent Edinburgh audienct/re- 
mains alive: And in Lau) Grace, in whe. 
Journey to London, ſhe difplayed ſuch a neat- 
des of elegance, that the muſt have been. al- 88 
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Tins mutt ks the aria of 8 5 
Aſertion to thoſe, of my readers, into whose 
cars it has been loudly and conſtantly trum- 
peted, e eee 5 

of money by Mrs Siddons performance. 1 

us proceed to the diſcuſſion of that radon We 
pointed out by the mo 20 eee ag | 
mean ey | „„ 


Tas Hocroduction & exories, pol 4 [TOY 
period, at any Theatre out of London, muſt 
be attended with inconveniences to a mana - 
ger, in a greater or a leſs degree, according to 
local circumſtances, or the temper of the 
times. For though the wiſhes of the audience 
may be thereby gratified to the uttermoſt, and | 
the ſpirit and exertions of the manager for a 
moment extolled ; yet che hour of reflection 
ſoon returns to the latteryand ſatiety and laſ- 
ſitude petvades the town. The beſt ſelekted 
pieces, moſt reſpectably caſt, are "repreſented | 
to empty benches; and the hundreds that 
have been taken in a week, by the attraction 
of merit or faſhion, are e thus expended 1 in ſup- 
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Ar Bath, ho actor or aftrefs, however po. 
pular or attractive, is permitted to perforin 
for a f bigbte dal; On eether eChdk. 
tions can they be engaged there, but for the 
ſeaſon; and upon Lich terntb as the einblu- 
ments of die Tbeatte nay warrant; Io as de 
veineide wich the manager's advantage! 1 
acting there, ſays Mr Wilkinſon, © for a ert 
period, to take the cream and leave the ſæim- 
med milk! for the manager and; performers to 
. upon alt bot nwo sid ot - 
| lig Bloo E 0E 51 37111 3J0vst agbao SELL 24 
| Mas CRAwrOH who refided/inithat vity 
the. greateſt part of a winter, but a fears 
ago +,could procure:no temporary Acceſs io 
che Thentre. Propofals dere made to her, 
-tbus 511 101 218 n boog Hod 10 but 


Mirror, or Actor. Tablet <p Mile, p. 96. f An. 1709. | 
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there, tothe great lofß of the audience as e 
as, ber{elf, without having an. eee 

lents. eu * »bsm 26 Hon Dee 5 5 


obaut 1% 
Tux fame maxim veiled with the York 


company, till abe rucceſſion ef Mr Wilkinſon, 
the;prefent manager, who judged it adviſable 
IRAN long adopted moda. 105 
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- Hig,reaſonsifor this Artie, hig 
in his own words. The abſence. of the 
reigning London favourite, leaves a cold chill 


and ominous i- fated yblaſte ow all theatrical = 


culture for the year to come tis trug, MH . | 


theſe advantages, plays are wonderfully, hloew- 

edi for the better hut vag haſkedꝭ nf ii cans 

ſequence of ſuch good fare, are not the audi- 
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mh - \m18TORY! er 1 LY 
ences ered for the berter alſp? T ſhould bo 
compelled to anſwer, Indeed they are not; 
but far the contrary. Frequently ſeeing the 
beſt acting, has deſtroyed all theatrical regu- 
lar reliſh. I was led formerly to believe, 
when I ficſt began the mode of procuring - 
principal performers from London, it would. 
have given information to the people in ge⸗ 1 
neral, and made more and more converts to 
my conyenticles ; 3 but there I was egregi-⸗ 
ouſly miſtaken. Fol people who are not bleſ- 
ſed with affluent fortunes, in the aiding 
claſs of life, with proud minds and little W 
have but as much for pleaſure as they can 
conveniently ſpare ; therefore, if they. expend _ 
in one week what would ſerve for a month, 
for themſelves and their families purpoſeh.. 
there is likely to be a drawback. And it is 
ſurpriſing my own appetite did not inform me 
this; for if I fed one week EEC, 
grapes, nectarines, and peaches, I would ra- : 
ther go without the week following, than eat 
common pears, ens, or ee, | 


. T am far Go. inſinuating, chat the effects 
| = theſe temporary theatrical viſitors ſo ſtrong⸗ 
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conviion;, Buß hege i no Ae 
practice ; it, has beep. begun, and maſt be c 
raped, The offprrs of thjatorsg and challs 
berality of che audit tene in ieee 5 
eg, 60a; only, Gd Acre re acl | 
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| excel, a 
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ee it eee An impollsta 7 
Wy hanches bao Para 
denn erseüreth dee appr. the r 
either, in the ſmalleſt degree of comp 
Jon; or to preſerve che pieces in which they = 

"— recently appeared apow the ANR Abet 
tis hot rv 10559188 as bobold 5 ; 
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Bor let us examine in What manner MS 
ene Ge viſio 10 e operated. 0 
Hh 48! denne thus been punch 
talltedl of, among. others, for want of en: | 
Planarion, ee. little uriderſtaody Lam de- 
ſired by a perſon of ſome conſequence to be 
particulan in its diſcuſſion. i GAA e 
Ao 07 19w0q 4am ni 1 zd 01 bi O17 , He 
cbTk N fame which Mrs Siddons had acquire | 
ed in London Mas not long in trayelling chys 
far porth; and foon excited, in the, amateurs | 
of the drama a wiſh to fee her PPAR, the 
Theatre ; ; and I, on this, as well as on n 
occaſions, was ,apxigus they, ſhould be gra- 
ified. A Jcaging, perſon in, che, Parkamene 


_ Poul SEopriing,. 1 upon the; fub- 
Jjecte gropoſed, that if ſhe could be prevailed 


upon to come down, I ſhould be aſſiſted, 8 
cr Für, l U m Er L. 288, 70 be 
raiſed by ſubſcription, and which was to be 
| | paid 
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of -this. free, A; 
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cluded an agrecmcnt: with her, huſband, that 
Mrs Siddons ſhould perform nine nights, for 
which ſhe was to receive L. 400, and aclar 
vpoſts after“, I was deſired by 


benefit. A 

Mr Siddons to inform him, if the two hun- 

dred pounds ſubſcription of the nobility and 

gentry was to ids che four h 

eee * l atlas 1 e 
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1 REPLIED in a that a: Can - 
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tlemen, in order to put it in my power to of- 


fer Mrs Siddons what might be judge d worth 
her acceptance, had undertaken to raiſe me 
L. 200, which, added to eh ee 

to e . BOP _ > Ligke. | | 


. Wi Sid. 
dons did not chuſe to perform upon any ſtipu-. 
lated fon, bur © rather 'Preferrect the 5 ing ber 
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manager, 
7 
the expences, divided with Mrs 3 
Siddons, I 4 WE 1.46 13 2 
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berg this muſt be placed his jak es 
"ney to Dublin, and other extra 8 5 5 " 
expences, neceſſarily incurred s EM 
the occaſion, exceeding I. 70 5 ©. 
Mrs Siddons played for the e e 
of the Infirmary, and gave her Fx 
a labour gratis. The manager gave 1 
an equal ſhare of the profits of the 
night, and withal the charges 
Which he paid to the company, 35 0 ny 
Mrs Siddons had a clear benefit alſo, EL 
7 | which \ Was to the Nr — | 1 CY 0 


: * 120 0 0 
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Thus the manager's clears T ace as 1-397 7 7 i 


amoun bb ar my. in an eee like 
that of Edinburgh, with a deficieney of fifty 
pounds a-week, as I have often experienced, 
with an excellent company, when the town, 
from ſatiety, or any other cauſe, fals into 1 


| diſincliaation to wt thy Theatre af 
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ſome value ſhould be placed to the profit fide 


of the manager s accompt, from a ſuppoſed : 


overcharge in the L. 35, as the nightly expence 


of the houſe. : To this 1 ſhall offer in reply; 
that there are extra charges that may rome | 


ly be ſtiled the ſinking funds of a Thea * 


which the diſintereſted ſpectator can have no ' FN 
conception of; which an individual performer N 


is little acquainted with, and which the mana- 


ger, who feels their weight upon the pay- day, 


can alone explain: ſo that avaraging the yearly #7 | 


expences by the number of acting nights, the 
medium charge, communibus annis, may be 
28 39 a night. 


fairly rue at nearer I. 40 


1 Maas have occaſic 
large upon the weekly expences f 17905 to 


that She reader 1s requeſted. to. refer, of to Te 7 
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E CcANNorT defert this bond 6 | 
| ing that in London the expences of W | 


nights have been in my memory conſidera- 


bly heightened. When JI engaged in Drury 
Lane, the charges were \/ixty guineas; Which 
I paid three ſeaſons. I afterwards paid an 
hundred for five years: and ſince that, they 

have been augmented, (I believe) to an hun- 
dred and twenty or upwards. In Edinburgh, ; 

on/the building of the preſent Theatre Royal, 
L. 35 was adopted as a reaſonable price for a 
benefit (1769) and it has remained, as the 
ſtandard, notwithſtanding the growing in- 
ereaſe of every article of expence ſince that 
period. I have often heard Mr Garrick and 
Mr Lacy complain that they loſt confidera- 
bly by the benefits being charged ſo low and 
1 can ſafely aver, that, conſidering the draw- 
backs they are ſaddled with, 8 caſe has been 
the mes with une. e ee e 


. Sinan benefits, as they are called, are free 
from every expence, not only from actors ſa- 
| lar ies, but likewiſe from lights, printing, ſer- 
VVV „ 


are not only obvio 0 »; ad r Al 
vantage, but ſometimes with great temporary 

convenience to the manager, as they often 
occaljoivar} ill-timed vacancy in the funds of 
the week. So fenſible of this were Mr King, 
Miſs Farren, Mrs Pepe, and at 


d Mrs Eſten, tha 
in return, they made a voluntary compliment 
of their performance for Mrs Jackſon, a 
threw ſomething in, . a ECL 


balance 1 in 5 one en yt oct 8 
{ It F 14 a wy 1 55 eee * A. % 18. 2 OR A 


ba Tan L. 260 fabſeript on not ouly renderat 
the inequality of emolument | between the two - 
parties ſo great, but was attended with ſuek 
inconveniencies in other refpeAs; as willi 1 
preſume, diſſuade the gentlemen from adopt- 

ing a ſimilar meaſure on any future occaſion. 
Many of the members, upon the ſtrength of 
their ſubſcription, entertained an idea, that 
they were intitled to a preference of places in 
the boxes; and claimed, in oonſequence, a 
3 of e in che n 15 e 3121 


e this: tees . = 
was called, at the inſtanee of one of the ment 
1 by publics nnn A large at- 
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argon thats” 


ſcribers hold Fe no claim ned v. | 


upon the boxes: That their wives and rela- 
tives, in that part of the houſe, ſhould: take 
the general chance: And that for themſelves 


perſonally, a certain number of rows in the 


pit ſhould be ſet apart, with the 0 of | 
entering. therato, A quarter of an hour befo r 6 | 


the other doors were. IP e e 
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Various 1 were boeh WAS refs 85 
pet to the n of the Ro, ION 1 


N wy an the diſpoſal of them ſhould be + 
left to the diſcretion of the HOO: TOY 
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Tuts, n it niche ions at * A 
ment, proved a ſervice of danger. Notwiths. 


ſtanding every precaution, miſtakes unavoid- 


ably happened. If the clerk inſerted a name 
by a wrong deſignation—if a letter miſcar- 


ried, or a ſervant arrived too late to ſecure 
the ee he whole blame centered with 


the manager. Even an inability to comply 
with a demand, was imputed to him as a 
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o perform wilt 

ather, my refuſa todo an act of injuſ⸗ 
tice, 3 erazing 8 A name, gave unpardonable 
offence to an individual, who, ſtrange as it may 


appear, threatened. me at the time with rhe e. 


fects of his reſentment; and he kept his wore 

I he was not the caiſe, bon after, of the op- 
poſition to the renewal of the patent, he was 
at leaſt inſtrumental, to the uttermoſt (nb 5 
n in weng we the inte, 


ing thus 1 ci eur ed the oo of 


fiderably 1 on 2 wor mi ls 0 
merited animoſit = 
ing: in Dre 

F Tas Nas (aye d Mr i W of x my 
loſing the little jewel Beverly, from the crowyn 
of my Tork imperial diadem, I ſhall here 


faithfully relate. I was up to the ears in 


building a new Theatre at Leeds, and in the 


interim tried Beverly and Hull races: At that 
time my leaſe for the former was nearly ex- 
oniſhment, and every 
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1 STAND not however alone ind, in tv 


. FOOTE as 1 8 


5 : perſons qt ſurpriſe, Lis deren b wo 
>. nel ee. chen wr — bag and 


Hull in the other, 
an obdurate rock, or prevail with that es, 
5 judge to deviate ſo far, as to wink at a breach 
of law, by ſuffering a naught ty play at Beverly, 
though he had evidently gone nine miles from 
hence to Hull, for the purpoſe of ſeeing one, at 
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could not melt nor ſoften 


Mbpick tne Hull was . a een. Thea, 
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755 « War a Keane, ed 5 beter to my 
3 knowlege offended, but held in reſpectful e 


teem, ſhould have uſed me thus oppreſively, 
has been from that time to this inexplicable, 
unleſs the following circumſtance was his 


ground motive and reaſon for ſuch ungentle- 5 
manlike, and indeed ſuch cruel behaviour; 
Which ſurely can only be accounted for as 
owing to that ſtrange turn, too often ſeen, 
felt and experienced * a NR wage of ah 

| 150429 e 1 


„Two years before, the nid 0 Colonel kia 
deſired to have'a row in 3 ſtage box for my 
benefit at Hull. The places were ſet down, 
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but the Colonel bad not, 40 waz, and is the 
uſage, ſent. a ſervant, to ſecure them; and it 
was, and is alſo the cuſtom, chat at che end of 


the firſt act of A. Play, none can 
any rank or degree whatever. 'The Colonel 


did not arrive till the ſecond act was pekform- 


ing, conſequentiy his ſeats were filled up 3 = 5 


and though the ladies and gentlemen! in the _ 
boxes offered' to make him every convenience, 7 
he would not accept it, but was highly 7 en- 
raged and offended, at what, in fact, was en- 
tirely his own fault. He declared he would 
not continue a minute longer in the Theatre, 
and departed inſtantly, ſwelling with dignity 
even to the burſting, and vowing vengeance 
on the Wilkinſon; The which he put iii ex- 
ecution in the manner I have related: And 
it has often brought good, Shakeſpear 0 _ 
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R 55 of the „ concerning 55 
be rights of the Lord Chamberlain of 
England, reſpecting theatrical reprefentations— 
| Impartiality of the Dube of Grafton, in that 

5 Mee Mrs S1ddons again in n 
1 Fennell there. . 
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1. WAS affected _ no fone] 8 of Pi | 
| priſe, when I underſtood that a number f 
gentlemen were. meditating to procure a ne- 
patent, in their own names, for the Edin- 
burgh Theatre, upon the expiration of the one | 
then exiſting, I imagined the failure of the 
ſame ſcheme, in the hands of men of the firſt _ 
character and abilities in the kingdom, 


would have baniſhed every idea of repeating 
the experiment. | 


A PROPOSAL was, however, tranſmitted to 
London, to be laid before the Lord Chamber- 


* See paged 30, 23. 
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uit for that purpoſe." It took no notice of the. 
preſent Theatre Royal, of the proprietors, Jubſeri> 
bers to it, or of Me Fackſon the balentee. It 
contained three capital miftaket in point of fact, 
and held out a Principle exploded in the hiſ- 
tory and practice EF Wy the Theatres | in x the 
Xin es 
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Tx x firft of theſe mittee + was, 9 David. 
Roſs, upon the erection of the Theatre W 


had been generouſly entruſted with the ma- 


nagement by the public, wirhout oy: valuable | 


confideration he an 4 25 e 


hs converting it into a quiet "ON 


L. 8 2 PP” nen to Mg 1.0 e 


Zaly, Tay Mr Nane had b no vala- 
able conſideration to 1 80 Roſs for a convey-. 
ance e of the Theatre . ut bn 
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» The high 1 fr he men Mr mY 


futes this affertion, ſee page 73. 
+ This is likewiſe explained in page ” * 
& The contrary ofthis very evidently appears in page 46: 
See likewiſe Farther particulars in the ſection of the Year 1790. 
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Ah Seas upon the expiration of n 
pal patents, the obtaining the next term was 
a matter of intereſt alone, and that the Lord 
Chamberlain of England was accuſtomed to 
grant new patents, without the leaſt regard to 
the property of the ſubſiſting Mee or * 

a e 19 ene ex 


. e got notice HT theſe e 1 
made ſpecific objections to them, in which * 
explained the miſtake reſpecting Mr Roſs and 
myſelf. I alſo endeavoured to correct the 5 
error with regard to the nature of theatrical 
property, and to point out the more juſt and 
equitable practice of the Lord n in 
he renovation of W | 

i N in to linens this, I took his bers 
| abs: obſerving, that, with great defference 
to the gentlemen concerned, the then ſcheme 
WE appeared to be founded upon a great claſſical. 
. error; or, in other words, a total forgetfulneſs - 
of the preſent age and country. In Greece 
and Rome, the public furniſhed magnificent 
Theatres, with all their ſplendid decorations. 
The public, therefore, had an unqueſtionable 
f diele to the excluſive Choice: or nomination 
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Tax intention, 1 nat acid the 
legiſlature, by the ſtarute made in behalf of - 
Theatres, was not to alter the nature of theatri- 
cal property, but to protect X the church and 3 
ſtate from the petulance and abuſe which had 
crept into the repreſentations of the ſtage 
and, that ſo long as managers and proprie- | 
tors conducted the entertainments with pro- 

per decorum, it had been the equitable praſe- 
tice of the Lord Chamberlain of England to 1 
renew patents from time to time 40 ibe poſſeſs 
fors of the property. It is this equitable right 
of rene wal, which conſtitutes the theatrical 55 
property of Great Britain, and which with- Li 
out it would be of no value. The Theatfes "= 
of London were ſold, a fe years ago, for he —" 
great ſums of L.64;000and Lede fte, 
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and that at a time when the term of ane: of 
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or ſeparated from the »/e which they ſerved for 


upon the ſpot, would not have brought a ſixth 
part of that ſum, and no man, would hazard 


his money upon ſuch an adventure, were not 


the right of renewal ſo ſecure by * laws 
of his country. 


Taz Theatres of Bath, Norwich, Chefter, 
Hull, York, Liverpool, &c. &c. are all upon 


the very ſame footing as that of Edinburgh. 
They are all properties growing in proportion 
to their reſpective ſituations, and the patente 
have been regularly PONY to ir en 
| e. | 4 


PoBLic licences to Theatres all over Europe, 
are intended, and uſed for no other purpoſes, 


than to enſi ure 50 nnen of propriety 
| e ; 2 WOE 


® The value of the be Theatres in ee 4 this 
century, did not exceed L. 5000. They aroſe to L. 1a, o 
then to L. z, coc, and ſo on, till e have ee 3 
L. 76,000 and n 0 
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high juriſdiction to which they are by law 
ſubjected, is of more ts than in other 


_ kingdoms, where the preſs is alſo under con- 


troul, becauſe the meaſure operates as a check 
upon authors“ more than actors. With re- 
gard to the latter, the powers veſted by the 
act of Parliament have improved the property 


of the ſtage, and inſured the bread of ſuch 
managers as choſe to behave with propriety, 
and to avoid every occaſion of giving offence. 
The compliment paid to the Duke of Graf- 
ton, Lord Chamberlain, by Mr Colley Cibber, 
at the time the law paſled, may with juſtice, 
be continued to his ſueceſſors. It is evi- 
dent, ſays Cibber, that the power of that 
white ſtaff; ever fince it has been in the illuſ- 
trious hand that now holds i it, has been uſed. 
with the utmoſt 1 7 55 1 | 

Tees 


„A Kobnithots Gitte en Sees wee exfibired in he; 


Hay Market, was the occaſion of the act of Parliament > | ; 


Sir Robert Walpole was the chief mark of his ſatire: . Hut,“ 


as Cibber ſays, in his Apology, p. 2 6 * be v went on knock: 


Guſtavus: Vaſa by Brook, « and . 
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were the two firſt pieces prohibited in virtue of the 2 * 
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on difintereſted and. eder n e of F 
fectually in my favour. One of the prin- 
ecipal members of the affociation, on max- 
ing the neceſſary enquiries on that occaſion 
at the Lord Chamberlain's office, not only de- 
clined the buſineſs altogether, but gave his 
opinion decidedly againſt thoſe with whom 
he had acted 3 declaring, that the patent and 
the property muſt go together; and that if 
the gentlemen perſiſted in their intention of 
being concerned in the direction of the The- 
atre, they muſt begin with an act of juſtice; 
which could only be by a compromiſe with 


me, or a purch: ſe of my theatrical and 


Tas 1 mY tirne bias, at t laſt the Gis 2 

| object of debate. Sir Adam Ferguſon, who 

at that time was member for the city of Edin- 

burgh, and, as ſuch, in ſome meaſure concern 

ed, propoſed, that the renewal ſhould be in my 
own name, but for ten years only. This I re- 

fuſed, for two very obvious reaſons. Firſt, be⸗ 

cauſe I muſt thereby have incurred more than 
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„ * approbation, I entered into an engage⸗ > 
mꝛent with him for the next ſeaſon, under the 


penalty. of two. hundred poumds. He went 
upon a viſit to ſome friends in London, Where 
he was introduced to Mr Harris, who enter 


taining the ſame idea of his abilities with my | 7 


"ſelf, immediately brought him forward. in the 
character of Othello, in the Theatre Royal „ 
Covent Garden, where his theatrical merit 
received the public ſanction. He afterwards 
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ba was received with univerſal marks of appro- 
bation and applauſe: and, 1 muſt confeſs, it was 
| no ſmall ſatisfaction to me, that Scotland hae 
been his nurſery, and that I ſhou'd have * 1 | 
0 the honour of N che plant. To „ 
"Wa two . pounds . ws of. 
15 fered me, and any larger ſum I ſhould. hk . 
reaſonable, by way of damages, provided I 1 
would give up his article. I, on the part 4 
| the Public of Edinburgh, and myſelf, declin- 1 
ed the propoſal; and Mr Fennell, on bis part; 3 
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NI F 8 FENNEL. continusd the winter wWitn 
me in Edinburgh ; and I muſt do bim 


juſtice. to tay, that he attended 1 to, his bulineſs, 


in every. inſtance, with the niceſt punctuality. | 


He was never abſent at. one. rehearſal; and 


chearfully une ertook, at tl e ſhorteſt notice, 


Mus $1ppons having 
for the ſummer, I prevailed upon, Mr Fennell | 
to ſtay. in Scotland till after the races; 3 and 
though Mrs Siddons' arriva . from the! illneſs 
of her Ts was delayed a month. longer an 
All, without reluc- 
tance, 1 in Edinburgh, and under- | 
took many laborious new parts, in the diffe- 
rent e inlendcd to have been 
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F el as pitt as cenſurable. 1 attempted 
il . to cheriſh. the ſtage abilities I faw in Mr Fen- 
| ER IE nell; and in this I ſurely ſtepr not out of che 
ine of my duty. It is a manager's buſineſs . 
to ſearch for, and to encourage rifing x erit, 
wherever it exiſts; and whenever the ſame 
theatrical abilities fall ſtand forward to . 
knowledge, they ſhall receive the like partia- 
i he from 1 me to introduce them to n 1 


\ 
* 


1 ihn the when: of Venice Preſtrv 4, 5 
I gave the part of Jer to Mr Fennell; and 5 : 
dluhat of Pierre to Mr Woods; as being, in my 
Fn opinion, after very mature Udliberation, the % 
only way, as my company then ſtood, 5 two 
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ing performed, and indeed ir might have been 
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that, * not having: ib Wade e 
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with to perform Faffer, in preference to Pierre, 
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Ax anonymous e in a very liberal 
ale, gave me the firſt intimation of a pre- 
meditated ſcheme to diſturb the performance 
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Mr Woods had performed the character of 

Faffer, and, for'that reaſon, Mr Fennell ſhould 
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TRE purport of this late don to me 
the more ſingular, as Mr Fennell had repeated- 
ly performed the character the preceding win- 
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before obſerved, with the greateſt applauſe; 
and undoubtedly, with reſpect to perſonal . 
E accompliſhments, was the actor, of all others 
then in Scotland, who could beſt figure with 
| Mrs Siddons; and who, without laying any 
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the idea of the ſpectator, the importance of 
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rick and Barry alternately in both parts, and 
the candid critic was nas ere do 
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Ip the dame: The expence of half a dozen 
large ſalaries, would be an unneceſſary bur- 
den upon the manager; and the engaging 

a good or a bad company muſt be of Ms 


_- 


8 to the An” K 


— 


= in hie part of Ridhwraleine ial be nad. | 
to, and of fix reſpectable actors belonging to the 
company, one only is to be the hero of the play, 
and the other five, in conſequence of having 
once played the firſt character in the piece, are 
to be indulged with the pleaſure of fitting Kill; | 
what is to become of King Henry, Buckingham, 
Richmond, and even Trgſel? they muſt, f 
_ courſe, be filled up by walking gentlemen and 
meſſage-bearers, and their places again ſupplied 
by ſcene-ſhifters and mutes ; while the IAT 
ACTORS of the company, in the upper boxes, 
are lookers on; and ſtand forward among the 
foremoſt, to ridicule the induſtrious under- 
lings, who are uſing their beſt endeavours to 
ſtruggle through the parts for which they are 
unfit. This practice, once acceded to, how 


e R 

5 , 
» 9%, . * 

Fg 4 


TEE : SCOTTISH 8 STAGE. . 1% : 


, 


far might not * nuff a ou / effects be ex- = 
5 2 2 8 | | "BY 8 85 SED DEST 
as fe my 


Av ae, who had | formerly played the 


| vincial' . pea ag: nere en =. 


when the company returned to the hende 
quarters at Edinburgh, and the play of Ham- 


let was ordered into rehearſal, the country 
Hamlet ſent in, as an excuſe for his/non-atten- 
dance, that having once acted the part of Han 


kt, he could not poſſibly think of demeaning 1 


himſelf fo far, as to appear again in the Ghoſt. 
Let the reader figure to himſelf the /embar- 


raſſment of a manager, on receiving five other ; 


remonſtrances almoſt at the ſame time, and 
much to the ſame purport. Horatio had per- | 
formed Hamlet at Aberdeen, the Xing at Mon- 
troſe, Laertes at Dundee, | Oftrich at let wn 2 
the Player King at Stirling. They are 5 
rable full of the ſame importance; one and 
* WR” one ales, of an PRES or no- 

War i is hls age; eden hd wake? © 
he muſt. either lay poor Hamlet on the ſhelf, 


or dreſs u P ſome of his attendants and lamp- 
lighters | 


8 Shakeſpear rſt Raga or: 8 en to . 55 | | 
neceflity of adopting Mr Foote's mode of cre- 
ating actors, by-Glling up the deficiency with 
a number of paſte-board-figures $ which would cl 


not perhaps be eſteemed a very pleaſing 
| dient _ The audience of Ee ir burgh. 


„ . e 1 A BT 
athens, as this atondove may . _— 
How as ſuppoſed perhaps to have been ad- 


duced only for the ſake of argument, J here 


declare, the firſt ſeaſon I was manager in Edin- 


burgh, I had fix Hamlets in my company'; 


5s 


but from the above very nice punctilio of not 


deſcending to an inferiour part, L was com- 


pelled to lay aſide the play for want on per- 


formers chat whole winter. „ 


1 Fanricbtax Arte e lt been made 
by my 3 and I was at that "Ou 7 


+ aha to F d Take $a - 


Tur pernicious nn this . bt | 
the commencement of my firſt managerial 


campaign in this Theatre, ſhewed me at once 


che baneful ei it nag ever be attended 


Fos Fey ex yi ar 8 it — ee 4 1 
and an avowed rule of this Theatre, that when 2 

a performer of ſuppoſed ſuperior merit makes - 
his appearance, thoſe in his line are to gie 
way; a general alteration in the caſt of cha 
racters conſequently takes place, according to 
the ſituation of the company; and however — 
an individual performer may be diſpleaſed a 88S ͤ 
che change, his feelings muſt neceſſarily yield =_ 


to the een a the, Whale. e 


1 me not on $6 point bs miſunder- 
hows: I would not have it ſuppoſed that 
when a new performer appears in the part g 
Olbella, 1 could poſſibly propoſe the actor Who 
played it before thould, deſcend 1 into. a ſilent 8 5 5 
ſenator. There is a line beyond which no 25 ' BE: 
impartial or prudent manager will ſtep. In =_ ; 
the changing Faffier for Pierre (as in the pre- : 75 . | 
tent inſtance) Brutus for Mark Antany or C „ 
ut, Caflalio for Chament or Polydore, &c.. &c. DD. 
the actor can ſuffer no diminution of ;rank; | 
In ſecondary parts likewiſe, where it is necel> +1, 
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fary for carrying on, or more properly arrang- 


ing the buſineſs, the uſeful performers may 


be removed or changed on any emergency, 
without degradation as to fituations or conſe- 
quence. By drawing ſteadily and amicably 
together only, can a ſtrong company render a 
performance reſpectable, be of utility to a ma- 
nager, and afford ſatisfaction to an : applauding 
public. 
| For the above motives the ſame cuſtom 
was eſtabliſhed in the two Theatres in Lon- 
don : And it is now no unuſual thing in the 


| bills, to ſee an almoſt total new arrangement 


of characters by the ſame performers, and in 
the ſame pieces, that have been differently 
repreſented for ſeaſons DEANS. ; 


IT appears to me a moſt 4 Menge and i im- 
probable idea, that any man, or ſet of men, 
coming to the Theatre, with a play-bill in 
their hands, ſhould be induced by the mere 
motives that can actuate any part of an unbi- 
aſſed audience, to call out to a manager for a 


reverſal of the characters ſo . in the 
bills of the day. 25 | 
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Y 

% 
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Ax uoprejudiced public, who, viſit a ben. 
tre with an intention to be plea xd, will 
lightly adopt any haſty and violent "meaſures 
either in maltreating an actor who 1s exerting 
his beſt endeavours to afford them pleaſure, 
or in forcibly deranging the regulations adopt- 
ed by a manager, who is anxiouſly and unre- 
mitingly labouring in their en, 


| _ SOME ſecret 3 or Luiſter mative, 

muſt actuate the boſom of him, who can, be 
induced to ſtep forward in ſo ſingular a man- 
ner, as to retard a performance, and break in 
upon the peace of the hou 
glaring piece of offence on the ſide of the per- 
former, or ſome flagrant, unpopular and per- 
ſevering miſconduct of the manager, I ſpeak 
this not from theory, my opinion 18 ground- 
ed upon. practice and theatrical experience, 

which, has not been ſmall, or of à e Ar | 


80 early as the year fifty-ſeven, I was in- 
troduced to, and was for ſeveral yeats the in- 
timate acquaintance of Mr Rich. I was an 
admitted friend of the family on all occaſions; OE” 

| | ro become a party in 


ſe, without a yery 


MG py the: 
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verfations of the manager REA, the 
rs of the day, I had conſequently no 
opportunity of being early initiated in- 
to ths banken 1 the Werten en of 1 
dhe be e _— FER 


I was At that period Ne e . . 


freedom of the Thane: of Covent Garden, 


both before and behind the curtain; a pri- 

Z vilege, which, by ſucceeding managers, has 

been unremittingly continued to me. I was 

honoured with the ſame terms of i intimacy wy, - 

Mr Garrick at Drury N WARN 1 ere 
* _ roy on oP NR” 1 


33 WAS Fe Sa time ee in IR ma- 


: nagement in Dublin ; and for ten years paſt, © 
have neceſſarily gained ſome little knowledge | 
in my official capacity in this Theatre, In 
all chat period, not one inſtance occurred that 
could induce me to change my ſentiments on. 
the ſubject: And the opinion [ had thus form- 


ed has been lately confirmed oy * ard che- £ 
atrical ey now ne, — 1 


| Gb rs m per in behalf of „or in oppo- 


ſition to any eſtabliſhed wee in London, 


have > 


2 2 


* EE N LEASE * 


bo 


4 . % 


n very rare. One a 

at preſent occurs to my xe 9 . 
5 brance, which happened, I. in the year , 
fifty-eight, (of which I Was an « witneſd). 1-88 
It appeared evidently a 3 combination. 
It laſted only one night, and that for-a'very | 
; | ſhort ſpace. The friends of the Theatre proved 


victorious, and detection and diſappointme 8 
to the aggreſſors were the: reſult, - + "th — 
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In provincial . eee the 5 are „ 
more limited, and the reſtrictions of the ac- 5 — 
tors leſs aſcertained. There a per 5 
with a ſmall degree of merit, and ſome ad- . HED 
dreſs, finds it no very difficult matter, if be 


* 


lays himſelf out for the p "i 


duced into company, and to obtain an a- 4 - 
quaintance. This point eſtabliſhed, his pro- : EEE: 
dec from the eee of 1 aa friends he 
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H holds his ſtuation, plays his rotine 0 . 
charactere, nd, wrapt in ſecurity, laughs alt 
ſuperior merit. He is eſteemed a Ban Vivant, 55 3 
and a | good. kind of man ; and, in ſpite of the > 9 5 
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ta a what 5 «poi, W | have the . 0 ? | 


pai and 5 ho 5 as 1 
* F zans on one ſide, and the broad and ge- 
neral opinion of thoſe on the other, muſt im- | 
mediately claſh, and conſequently create an- 
moſities and party diſputes in a narrow circle 
- which, in a wider and more extended ae can 
E and that with $HGeulry, e 


Tux o in the Edinburgh Thea: 5 
tre in 1788, was certainly very ee e 
entered upon b 2 the original aggreſſors; 
mean the anonymous letter- writers, and Fe: 
oppoſers of the performance of Venice Preſer- 
ved. Prior to the diſpute, indeed before the 
the above play, which gave riſe to it, was ad- 
vertiſed, a gentleman meeting me accidental- | 
ly in the ſtreet, enquired of me, Who was to 
do 7affier?” I told him,“ Mr Fennell. He re- 
plied, Mr Woods has played the part.“ Les 
I anſwered, “he has, and very reſpectab 
fo has Mr Fennell. But my opinion is, that 
Mr Fennell ſhould do Yaffier, and Mr Woods 
Pierre, as Fey the rus manner the parts 
could be eſte | | th 


Hong ; - 


ended. Had that gentleman then 
candid as to have ed me, that he and 
a few friends of Mr Woods, wil d to ſee him 


„I ſhould as candidly have ir orme os 
him of the exact Nate of my n in t 1 
reſpect; that Mr Fennell really wiſ "= 
requeſted, to play Pierre; but that Mr Woods — 
having had the part given to him, and 1 . 1 | 
ing ſtudied i it, was averſe to the _ = 


I — Seewite rel eee * = 
that it was my moſt anxious defire, my inte- „ 
reſt, and my duty, to caſt the plays as Would . A 
be deemed moſt acceptable to the publicz 
whoſe voice was, and always ſhould be, x l ů .. 
with me; and whatever performer they moſtt 

approved of, they ſhould certainly tes. | My RE: 
erin kr * would e deen, that t = 


A, + 


alternately, and e evel 
ence moſt approve , Would 
tained thee i 5 5 


23 * 


A brelkxnTIom ef wal -ind from me. a 1 
f Nee n I preſt par — „ 
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ſociety at an expr 


bers in the courſe of a ſeaſon“, 
deemed it neceſſary to put Mr Fennell on his 70 
Suard, ſhould any attempt be made gy 
writer or his adherents to 


period, the contention aſſumed a very 
rent aſpect, the original cauſe having been 
Joſt in ſubſequent conſequences,” The quar- 5 
rel now, was an offence taken Wr. c 


che diſpute by Mr Fennel he 
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THE $COTTISH. AE. | 
to. confine 1 myſelf to thoſe parts of _ con- 
tentior > only in which q Was MIO: 


by: cha Wedneſiay 1 e a requiſi- 

| cans: was ſent me, ſigned by a nai of 
reſpectable nen with which I choughe | | 
it a duty incumbent . me to e 
Mx bat b refuſed te | 
the terms of accommodatior on propoſed, on 
Wedneſday evening I addreſſed the audience 
in the . n e oyas 276 


| GrnTLenEN, GO 
«I am exceedingly ſorry, ig Sek the 
| whole courſe of my conduct, as mabager, du- 
ring the late diſputes at the Theatre, I ſhould, 
in any one inſtance, have been ſuppoſed to 
have taken part with Mr Fennell, in an im- 
proper manner. I have the higheſt venera- 
tion for this audience, Ir is,it has been, and 
ever ſhall be, my fixed reſolution, to preſerve, 
as much as poſſible, a due reſpect to the pub- 
lic; and if, on this occalion, in the mma 
_ circumſtance; I ſhould have been conſidered 


* i 


as having failed in my duty, it was uninten- 
tional, and 1 am ſorry for it. . 
VVV 

* Vide Appendix, No. X. 1 
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0 ois FN RUS gu 
e e me inexpreffible bn EN be 
rinder che diſagreeable neceſſity of informing | 
you, that, till this 1 pac d is fertled, 
N Fennell i is withdrawn. 99) l Helle 


* q r 9 5 4 is 4 = 8 78 2 77 *» 4 1 „ 
i . 113 8 „ 7 4 \ n 1 2 5 ir 


Tuts apology put! 04 to tlie tiere ; 
bances in the Theatre; and Mr Fennell's 4111 1 
miffion gave peace to the contending Parties? 
But Peace came not to me.” Tranquillity is 
feldom, very ſeldom, the lot of a manager 
Mr Garrick,” in ſome of his writings, "Baya; 7 
that the phigites 'of management, in onè year; 13 
are fuficent” to an pag a whole life of fin.” i 
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Mr Ca Nulok- 8 daptealttg Gilenms could ; | 
ariſe from managerial embatraſſments merely; | 
from the impediments to ſtage⸗ arrangements; 5 
from the diſcontent of ſome diſappointed actor, 
or the caprice of actr 
knowledge, he had frequently his ſhare: But he 
had no ctiſcuietttides from money- concerns. 
From a long flow of profperity, and the tide of 
fuebels, lis coffers were fill; mine were neatly 7 
exhaufted: And my pecutiary adjuſtments 
were ſo totally overturhed by this untoward 
cir- 


4 7 * 
— . 
* 


les 44 of the latter, to my . 


rug sc., AC . 
circumſtance, that [ was obliged to ſtruggle 
through the greateſt difficulties te provide for 


the deficiency—a deficiengy ſo confiderable, 
1 ion dhe fam) it would ſgarce- 


ly he helieved. Aud, yet when it is, conſidered 


been preparing for months, and for which Mr 


Fennell had been retained in Edinburgh from 
the cloſe of the winter ſeaſon, were, ob! iged 10. 
be laid alide; chat his removal. from, the ald 
pieces created, a; vacancy, Mich, = din 


ſtange of four hundred. miles, from Londang 


] could Mot poſſibly, in a moment fill. e and, 


when, to theſe. confiderations, Ladd, the very 
great defalcation in my receipts tothe repeat- 


ed plays, and likewiſe n chat the ſame 
cauſe, operated in . RR cannot 5 
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1 was, che 


able calchlation, had the, ſeaſon. gone tinygrhs 
ly. through, would haye. been, as far a8 expeca 
tec, men- Fer a well. cultivated. harneſs, 
Mn £1 1447 1 5 *. u 3 H&G J ol W 


chat I loſt a e, week of Mrs Siddong' per for- 
mance; that the popular new pieces, that had 


more diſappointed, an 1 85 W's 
as;l, had begun; to, build, and made purchaſes 5 
in the, public. ſervice, that, from noiunrea ſone . 
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vas, oming forward, and F-hadino issen 8 = : 
of fo-nanatural a blaſt., 907 07 55198 10 %%/᷑ ̃q« 
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Hl A-PECUNIARY deficiene best esen Rm | 
was not my only grievance... ; Prejudices had 
taken root and a diſſemination of diflikes is 


ſometimes more detrimental than a defalca- 


* 
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« 15 the immediate jewel of our Huls-⸗ 1 
4 Wb fteals my purſe. ſteals traſh; tis cornidthitig, nothing; 
4 was fine; tib his; and has been ſlave to thouſands! 
But he who filches from me my; good name, 1 0 

Rohs, me af that which not enriches him, 5 


40 And makes me poor indeed. 1 


- 


. 


Bit 


8 » 14 480 1 yt 5 
ing acted nbecoming my ſituation in any re- 
o LE "1517 1 
| Fl rom. its origin to the conclufion ion 
1128 2 2. 01 
laboured t to pre event Its effects. 1remonſtrate 


With Vir Tar, on the ſtage; 1 procur ed ar AN. 
interview for him with gentlemen of the law, | 
of eminence and rank; ande on che morning of 
the day on which I was to pronounce the 3 
agreeable ſentence, I wrote him a letter of ſome ö 
length, conjuring him to conſider his own . 


fituation, 


nE SCOTTISH STAGE. „ 


Fins to reflect upon mine And byoevery 
tie of gratitude to the public; andfriendthip - 


to me, that he would make the required ſub- 
miſſion, which, thaugh bitter at preſenit would 
ſweeten his future purſuits in life and be 
ths Kuro road: ran e p 1j 


Mghob as ngd3 itte iht tone 


Tur moſt apparent culpable eircumſtande 


then adduced to my charge, was, that four or 


five gentlemen, avowed partizans of Mr* en- 


r 2 21657 1 511 21 


nell, appeared 1 in one of f the fide-boxes,, the 
laſt night of che diſpute, and chat they were 


placed there by my direction 1. b | 


gentlemen came We but not b Lega 


8 at 0 3{ft- 89; Jn 


pointment. 

0 TM 514 of 97 3 H Nga 
ES circum ance a nude happen; 
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ed from the company 1 in a id ox Pinig 
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that of lady 1 the on thereby 
48 5 1 75 55 "£3; 1 Yo; 101 y vec FR 
ſioning a vacancy below, a of which t entle- 
001 et; uled th 244.00 39 Tool | 
men before mentioned a availed the el V 915¹ 
B 11 10 oon * 
| this tranſaQtion, . was by no Means inſtru- 
17161. 567 16 en 414 % ani TO! ie from 
mental ; 3 nor cou d I has e prevente 
Leer 3140 {10 DIE 1161 rar, JIOLTTTSELYI, 
taking p lace, however 1 might h ave been i 
4 f aaf Iq: 07 2 7111 110 (RD 91 1 
clined to it. 
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FEED, 


FF 
Tus Fats ere arranged? ot fepen 8 cock i, 
the Mofgfgg. e ae names inferred, in 


could poſlibly, have deen given + that dah wich ” 
any party deſign whatfoeyer, as, till; paſt, five 
o clock in the afternoon, I had. not the ps 
. ſuſpicion of any. diſturbance being intended, 5 
that evening; being fully convinced, in mp 
own mind, that all differences had been =Apale — 
ly adiuſted the PreceotMA N wien al % 


Ai 00 11-5 $4.3 33¹¹ 1 I. 1 115 44 1 210 41859 ; | 


Bux, granting the contrary to bave been 
the caſe, that I had ſuſpected che diſturba aceth 


of the former nights were to be renewed, and 
had conſequently, taken meaſures; to ſecure 
the property, and to protect the peace of the 
houſe, the, rranGaAtion, was ſurely. A, moſt Nav; 


tural er and, 8 1ght; caſily battle 2 
the Principles of kaltes, y7oilad T 
alds mod ved bluow ,oanaduw Nik ths 766 19 0 


" Thus 99 9 adhered to by the Londogg | 
managers, on the like occaſion, is the only 


precedent. we can apply to, There, on the 


leaſt ſhadow, of a diſturbance being meditatr; 
ed, meaſures, the moſt e e A 
| counteract 1 its effects. aovadagder at avlt 
1 


See Adis. No. XI. 
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culpable for heir interference or any blame 


being thrown upon the = IS (kin, 


their fuppont. Ba 10} Br F269 21859 * 
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Tuts, ever! wWas mot my ul 
nor were "any ettrüerdinar y, ertrttöng 1 


flatter myſelf, I can at this moment ay, hüt 


believe few thanagers,; after ſack an Hors" 85 


tunate diſturbance, would have been able to Og 


have laid, Hl 7d 09 ba1dbs n ned ant: 
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five meaſures whatſoever, 09 f1 23 12619301909, | 


x] | 
s N zibazqqA 5 . | =; : Tur 


at ever Bling Rebel! . 


my fide practiſed on that 'occaflon's f Po 
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4 ung ator exploded; or ably arrütigere te 
of the managers is expected tc be oppoſed; 
tivare animoſity, partial'pique, er par? 
ticttlar WHith, che friends f HE PRE fe 
immediately abpticl "to; kd feätibnett i 
groups in every paft r tl MN there fön. 
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l 1 did not admit a F cage perks clude 1 
1 into any part of the houſe, either 
before the doors were Epen or * any „ 
cher ſecret madec. 4 1 


3 % 
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or any other means, that did not abſolutely 


pay for admiſſion: Nor did any perſon 
enter the houſe, even by payment, colluſively 1 
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with my . 


3 dechararionls, 1 hall bid — 


dieu to che ſubject. * . 
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into the audience part of the houſe, by orders, 


$ _ 


SINE. 


1 | ang, ai/ourſements—1 
| WELL S3 9128005 9 


5 "the Theatre Royal. 


| eſtabliſhed abilities opefaſed yer 
lly towards N 1 receipts 
| Tur year ninety commenced. y _— 
| Pra of the © 
| ſpeRacle of the Deſtruction of the Baſtile, u 
aer the title of berg Triumphant, and. the _ 
aſſemblage a moſt Numerous 2nd. excellent, - 
company, as | 
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ben. a perf of the dramatis Arie of that ; e 2 


10 will N-andoubledly ir in ks 1 as be 4 2 
ed beer that I ſhould ſay ſomething e- 
planatory of the cauſes that brought on thoſe 
derangements of my finances which at that | : 
period commenced. My own feelings, were 
no ſuch explanation expected, Would e | 
me to the meaſure, | 1 


, . 
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er that variety of 3 Kuh- 1 5 
tions, which, in the ſituation I was in, muſt 
unavoidably have pervaded my mind, there 
was one of a different tendency, which i invaria- 
bly afforded me no ſmall conſolation and ſup- | 
port. It was a ſatisfaction, i in my own breaſt, 
ariſing from the knowledge of never having 5 
* appropriated a ſingle ſhilling to any other pur- 
poſe than the carrying on, and extending the 
theatrical plan in which I have been engaged. 
If either now, or hereafter, any thing to the 
contrary of this declaration ſhould - appear, 
am content to loſe the good opinion of every 
one concerned; of which, after the explana- 
tion I am = to give ſhall have been fair- 
by: underſtood, I flatter my with che 


3 85 of being fully poſſeſſed. „ 
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of | ny 6 the- firuation- in which i 
1 I cannot "deviſe on, de 


which. te che rain x chrough in 4 ain * 
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. . houſe i in as deranged. 
commenced man- | 
for had entered into, compriſing 


a liſt een but not one 


that poſſeſſed the powers of attraction, or, in 15 


the theatrical phraſe, that was drawing ob- 
je&, I loſt from two to three hundred pounds*; 
and before the end of the year, with paint- 
ing, machinery, wardrobe, decorations, and 
repairs, I was above a thouſand pounds in ad- 
vance. From that period I have brought 
down almoſt every actor or actreſs of n — 
quence, that London could prod.: 
ſome of theſe I proſited; by ſeveral 8 le 
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I wovrp not here be ene 


that I never had any profit; that would be far 


wide of my meaning, and r 
in contention obviouſly not e the poſ- 


ſeſſion. After the common occurrences . of 


ſalaries, and every other weekly expenditure, : 
I certainly had a gain. And could I have 
contented myſelf with carrying on the thea- 


trical plan on the ſame confined ſcale in which 
J found it, this vindication had been rendered 
unneceſſary. But I had an ambition, and a lau- 
dable one, I preſume, it will be deemed, how- 


the preſent, have failed in its effect. I longed 
to ſee the Theatre of Edinburgh on a footing 


with the reſt of the city; and wiſhed it to 
proceed in its improvements in an equal de- 
gree. With that view, I erected a colonade 
'at the north en d of the houſe, for which A f 5 
ſubſcription was entered into, and, in all pro- 


ever, from unexpected conſequences, it may, for 


bability, would ſoon have been filled, had it 


not been niped in the very bud, by the thea- 
trical contentions in 1788. Thoſe unfortu- 
nate 
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be; WEED 22 . N 


1 AN 3 Fans it may be ee upon : 


me as a fault; that 1 ſhould ſo eagerly run 


into thoſe extraneous projects (as they may | 
be termed) that muſt I: bear ſo hard 5 


—_— finances. oo 
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Tux te” of my , procuring: Theatres ets 


for my company to perform i in, when that of 
Edinburgh was ſhut, is an unanſwerable ar- 


gument in favour of my ſtraining every 


nerve to get a houſe at Aberdeen, which, with _ 
thoſe of Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and Dundee, 
would have formed a compact and regular 


ſcheme; would have e a yearly lalary 


„ 


- 
. * 
— — ͤ —D¹ön — . —Eʒjj —— — 3 


— 
= o * 4 
g 4 
, Q 8 
<£ ad * of 
— N * 
bo * *. p 
6 b iS 
: » F 
5 
> +> * 1 10 . 1 75 
4 4 Ge = 
5 ? = OT 
% * * N 
a ; Þ 
—— = de * 
8 | x * j 
4 : 2 8 "* * : 1 
. "FE ov; — 92 9 ; 7 
* 3 1 1 59 : 
. 4 : 5 * . 2 n oy 
ö : 5 
PR x | 
8 Ye =-4 
F * - = F X &- 
" I 1 r . s - «4 
42 4) : 8 24% 7 8 3 Ws * 
„ N 3 a J S F : 1 4 2 SES 
* a 2 Fe , 6 ; - Ge: N 8 RE 
2 | ' ; 5 ; 1 4 72 8 1 2 > — 
j g 72 ; / 2 
x” — « : . . 0 , 1 Zr 
5 6 W . 2 3.2 « 3 4 
- , WT T *. 4 VS: L : 2 
* 0 5 « g * 1 N 3 q 
: ; | Wc ; , n 4 0 * . 
5 y : ” 2 0 F 6 o 3 1 : 
4 Fe o 3 — ; 2 ; * 4 en” IS 1 
. ' a > . 3 K ” . 7 7 4 
x 7 C is * : - f e 
4 g } 0 3 4 3 < : N x 4 g . , l r 
. 4 « ' 1 1 7.3% 
L * r ” . L 3 * 5 1 * £ A y . ; L 
jeff K 8 — 3 - < , * 9 " Me 2 UI 
" . : r os 8 3 3 4 po 2 N 1 7 g 8 ; 
: fy > a « . * <> . 
5 5 fs F 8 y > * N » ; 3 4 1 *, . 7 * P - 
8 f 6 _—_ , x p as 2 — — ; 55 
© 7 x « => * . 4 1 - * 1 * < i . 5 +. 2 
5 > 4 + 7 a — . - » ? a \ 4 : Go 7 4 : £ 5 Y 2 3 Fe 
hs * * / . F 2 1 3 A 45 n © q 
: 1 of bs Rub 8 & 4s 
” 5 7 Rf MY * a - £ \ 1 
; ; 5 5 ; {4 uf e ; 
— - i vids * 
3 —_— . 0 ea re rr Ee CE II —— = > OD —— N 
— _ * — — 
—ñkꝛ——ů—kůdò—ñ———— — — = — . ̃ ͤſñ — — — 
1 r — — rn n . 


— —uL— 


—— — Ee HE 


— 


— — — — = = 


Proc nn: ak REED ns nn 1 * = 


The current expences, 


me into great ee expences; W ch, 
however, were not run into haſtily, but upon 
very nature eee fes 0 and under the 

ſtrongeſt aſſurance aniary ſupport, to 
no inconfiderable amount. In that I was d 


appointed; and from that nnen nga 
| e my inances aroſe. FF 
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The Gan total of the night aan 
of the year 1789, was 


nn. _ 


Nightly receipts. 1 17800 1 8 * 5275 8. 65 
en, . - 3 1 11 


THz particular articles in theſe accompts 


have undergone a long and a cloſe inveſtiga- 
tion; and are now open for the inſpection of 
e whoſe intereſt or 1 urges them 


to the trouble of a peruſal. | 
In 
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3 2 above annual Naternents, here are 8 1 
no ſalaries put down for m {elf or Mrs Jack- —_ 
ſon, i in order to ſwell up the ſam: No Allow 5 
ance for keeping up the wardrobe; for the 
expence of the company s journeys; for the . 
loſs of the ſummer vacations, for want of a i 
circular yearly plan“; which has coſt me fo 
much, in endeavouring t to 1 Y; build- 
ing a at Aberdeen. as 135 . f 
Tur E RE are e ab in thoſe accompts e 
for items entirely unconnected with the weekly 
wee to An ne of ent * bye 


My 5 expences t to e this W Fr 
winter, 1790, were L. 200 „% | 
For rents, eſtimated at 5 „ 
60ol. a. year, muſic, ſer⸗ . i Oo | 
vants, lights, printing, e . ets (4 5 fy 2 
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Dr Dryſdale's oo to procure te | 
= _ ſervitude upon the. ground, FE i MY „ 
155 whole purchaſe L. 500, 3 8 a . 3 
5 Roofing, repairs, and neceflary alter. 5 5 8 
ations to the Theatre, — 500 0 © 
Annuities in conſequence of purchaſe „ 
„ HOES TT: 2700 0 8 
To proprietors, arrears of intereſt, 50 © '& | 
Painting of the Theatres, and ſcenery, 0 © © 
Machinery, canvas, timber, furni- - — 
ture, wardrobe, carpeting, cord- i 
age, and iron work, 468 8 
Money loſt, by advance to perfor 5 
mers, 5 e 500 0 
Fees and expences of patent, e 
Shares of Theatre purchaſed, . 340 N 
if 
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Property on Leith Walk, 105 
The Glaſgow property, more than 3000 
Paid for property, buildings, and ar 

{ rears, at Aberdeen, 3 eres 
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Tursz totals of the receipts and diſburſs- 


ments, the particulars'of which, though 8 
voluminous to be here inſerted, are, as before 1 
obſerved, open for inſpection, muſt, at firſt 
ſight, diſpel that impulſe of ſurpriſe T have 
frequently heard ſtarted, at what could hñave 
become of the vaſt Jums taken at the doors? 


The wonder on this occaſion ought rather to 


be, how I could pay ſo large a ſum; as, from 


the ſtatement produced, it could not poſſibly 


ariſe out of the profits of the Theatre: Moſt 
certainly upon intereſt; by the aſſiſtance of 


my friends; and the poſtponing other pay- 
ments, which unavoidably brought me into 
thoſe arrears Tue” my at FINE fo Ty 8 2 


me, | 5 


I uvsr here alfo obſerve, that previous to 


opening the Theatre (1790), 1 judged it ne- 


ceſſary to be as ſtrong as poſſible, on account 
of the oppoſition at the Circus preparing a+ 
gainſt me. With that view, I brought for- 
ward, FORE models procured at London, the 
Baftile, which was drawing overflows to the 

ſeveral Theatres where it was 5 then „ 0 
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ly performed, with a variety of coſtly ſcenery 
and apparatus, it had not the expected attrac- 
tion here. This, with other preparations and 8 
expences, at the commencement of the xe ſalon, 5 
coſt e ds * L. 5 %%% 1. 1 Y = 
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1 MADE 4 3 exertions too, | in pra ED 


| curing a company; and proved ſucceſsful. + x 


think, 1 can truly aſſert, that a completer one 
has not been ſeen in Edinburgh. That of 
Mr Foote's was the only one that can poſſibly 

ſtand in competition with it: For the ſatil- 


faction of the reader, I have placed a com my : 


riſon betwint the two in che Apa: 


— 


My expences were 8 af courſe. p pro: 5 
portionably high+ ; and my receipts, thoſe 


of the galleries, particularly, being thinned 1 


by the Circus, I conſequently loſt upon the 5 


whole, as has been already ſtared; L. 21: 1315 


excluſive of the neceſſary repairs upon the 
Theatre, wardrobe, and ſcenery, and expence 
of my family. This loſs, ſo cauſed by the 


. drain of caſh going conſtantly to the Circus, 


Was evidently the occaſion of my "AE. ſir TI 
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ened at che cloſe of the ſeaſon; for; at a wode- 
rate calculation, not of my own ſtating, I could 
not have had leſs than L. 700 or L. 80 
out of the receipts I might rediooably have- 
expected, provided thi re had been no ſuch. 
attraction againſt me. And that ſum, mak - 
ing the profits upon a par“ with the former 
year, would have anſwered every demand 9 
n chen Ae egi W WN me. 


ir OT it TO! reatontbly be 1 
ed, why did I extend my expences farther 
than the receipts would defray? My reply to 
this is, that prior contracts had been entered 
into; bills accepted at Aberdeen on account 
of the houſe erecling there; for arrears of 
materials of various kinds; Feen and re- 
pairs requiſite for keeping 0 the differen 
Theatres in my pofſefiion, not included in 
the current expences of the week. My bill 
to one artiſt alone was L. 1000 01 650 of RR 
LG 35 55 2 16: 61 as n 580 6 RE 
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the hopes of olding it for life, however deſ- 
polled and run out by rack: renters and year- 
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Ys renants, it may . e 8 7 a new 


eqmer, he nevertheleſs looks forward to 4 
__ the future, produce he expects; and, under the & ] 
hopes of enjoying a plentiful return, purſues, | 


his adopted plan of cultivation and im prove- 


ments, to the very extent of his power and 


abilities. He rears up fences and plantations, 
erects buildings, and ſubjoins every needful 


appendage thereto. If permitted by provi- 
dence, or man, to enjoy the fruits 5 his a 5 | 


bour, he ſoon begins to find his induſtry re- 


warded ; the original expenditure every year : 


' diminiſhes ; and a regular and es ad- 
Wan r enſues. 5 : Rr 


Fas if * Calo „ 5 or 

the cruelty of an hard-hearted landlord, he | 
is compelled to give up his poſſeſſion, his ex- 
pectations are in an inſtant blaſted ; and he 
beholds, with a mortifyi ying concern, the pro- 


duce of his well cultivated incloſures car- 5 5 


ried in by another; while he himſelf is com- 
Poelled to wander to ſome barren forſaken ſoil, 
to prepare freſh W een 10 ſome. . 
nen invader. 
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farm; its ap | ATA 

ſimilar. LL e mand | 1 E 

by a variety of temporary tenants, had 1 b 
in its repair little attended to. Its furniture 
had been pilfered and carried away; and its 
roof, by inattention and negled, plundered of 
its lead, might be ſeen through in many places. 


11 woods: were. born es its en e, 22 8 = 


lebens and dear alder were in ruins. 
Bye ale gory e me + bal , 
0 to your eyes. I have hitherto accoſted your | 
. Juſtice; I ſhall now have recourſe to your. hu- 
manity. For thirty years I have been a tem- 
| porary reſident in Edinburgh; the laſt ten 
ſeaſons a citizen, and the manager of your | 


Theatre, During that period, I have exerted : 8 
every faculty to augment your amuſements. . 


Every ſhilling of the profits have been ex- 
pended, and every thilling, in my power to - 


| procure, exhauſted, in order to increaſe the in- 5 . : 
- tereſt and credit of · the theatrical concern. 0 


laid up no hoards, ſecured; no ſecret funds, 


depending upon the profits of ſeaſons to come. _ 85 | - i 
in this 1 n not have: found a diſappoint- 97 5 e 
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ment. ay cares, my anxiety and tl. W, 
have finally been repaid, had I been Pa | 
ed to reap the ga when 85 e _ 
lands I had cultured: | N 


e e ſaceek of the e Guſt Red 
the receipts of ſuch great houſes, as had occa- _ 
fionally been ' ſeen, particularly during the 
race week, induced thoſe, to whom, I ſtood 
indebted, to become preſſing for payment, ay. 
ſuppoſing a want of inclination in me only _ 
had occaſioned the delay. Previous to this 
period, I had become ſenfible that the receipt? 

of the Theatre, then to come; even upon the 

broadeſt ſcale of calculation, from the great- 
neſs of my expence, could not poſſibly ſupply 
the demands chat muſt ſoon be made upon 
me. I therefore negociated a loan for five 
hundred pounds, for which 1 Was to give a 
mortgage upon part of my property. I had 
received one hundred, and was to have been 
paid the other four! in two days. 13 
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Ber an impatient 1 Wang a little 
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eaſe, though he had been made acquainted - 
with the meaſure, and had conſented to re- 
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time to have conſulted friends, by contract- | 


ing my property, and putting matters upon a 


proper arrangement, the ſtorm might Have 5 


been weathered. tt 17 OR IN 
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Ms King' 8 bene; on che W N 
the races, was free. I. had therefore no relief 


from that, - Several preſſures came on, and 5 
was compelled to ſubmit to the ſhock. 1 
have the ſatisfaction, however, on this occa- 55 
ſion, of declaring, that when the ſequeſtration 
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through m Ic my bands in the courſe. of the thres 
eeks, 5 5 ſought my perſonal 5 
lafery th ule: nine ſhillings f in my N _ 
the dal ſum in my poſſeſſion apo are 
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vo uin the ſhort period FF wy retirement 
from the 21ſt of July to the 21ſt of Auguſt, 
the company continued at Edinburgh and 
Glaſgow, under the direction of Mr King 
where the lovers of Thalia were moſt apply, 
gratified, in beholding the comic efforts of 


that admirable actor, carried to the. higheſt f 


pitch of excellence, by the combining and 
heightening exertions of the amiable, che 
e the eee Farren. 


. 7 re. 
Billington's e A in | the 
e 3 no Wong 
Ti winter alan of I 790 1 commenced 
at Glaſgow, and I was dif: appointed with re- 
ſpect to one of my female engagements. T 


went inſtantly to London, 1 in order, if poſſible, 85 


even at that late period, to ſupply che defect. 


1 applied to Mr Harris, with whom 1 have ; 


conſtantly been upon terms of friendſhip. * . 


told him, my chief buſineſs at that time in 
London, was in ſearch of a lady, who could 
ſupply the firſt line of characters in Edin- 
burgh ; and requeſted his information and 
aſſiſtance therein. I added, ſhe mult be Os 
handſome, a and eee, „ 
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been with me; the other I had never * | 
of. He informed me, Þat * had been a 
de * . 1 1:6} "candidate * 
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5 candidate for che ſeaſon, a. pretty fects © wo. 
man, and her name was Eſten : That ſhe had 
a good figure, and poſſeſſed ſtrong theatrical 
TR requiſites; but that his company, 85 to x 
j . 55 her application, had been made up. | 


Fee 1 Too down * addreſs, and waited upon 

1 = her accordingly that forenbon. 1 found her 

8 at home with her mother, in Surry. , She an- 
ſwered the deſcription I had given to Mr 
Harris, appeared to me the very lady I was 

in queſt of, and I entered into an engagement 
with her before I left the houſe, lis 


Ms ESsTEx dts 105 firſt appearance i 5 
| Edinburgh, upon Tueſday, January 19. 1790, 
in the part of Juliet; Romeo, Mr Pope; Friar 
Laurence, Mr Williamſon ; Peter, Mr Moſs; 
and Mercutio, Mr Woods : With Mrs gurl 
ford's 1 88 Racket in the farce. Shs 
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n Mrs Eſten 8 the ſame Genldn, „ 
dera; Lady Townly; Deſdemona ; Lady Macbeth: Sigiſmunda' 5 
Indiana: Ophelia: Letitia Hardy ; Roſalind ; IWidow Belmour 3 
Pb Beatrice; ; Lade Refilefs ; ; Penelope, in Gamfters ; Extt- 
fania; ; Monimia, Collins Ode, and Roxalana; Imogen: Califta; 
Harriet, Guardian; Violante ; Dorinda, Tempeſt; Mrs Oct. ; ö 
5 ; Child of Nature ; and Lady Bell Bloomer. EE”. 


| 1 THE scorrisg STAGE. I 5 


Tux reception of the new Juliet was as 
„ as her moſt ſanguine expeRations EE, 
could have formed. She appeared in à vari- 
ety of characters afterwards, with a growing 
ſtrength of reputation; her expreſſion and 
diſcrimination of the paſſions in Collins” Ode, 
ſtampt her, in the eſtipiation of the Edin- 
burgh audience, as one of the moſt favourite 
daughters of Theſpis ; and ſhe was adopted, 
HEE] een theatri, 


"Lag Gon gram 60. maturiry ; and proved 3 1 
freſh inſtance of the dr m * 3 


the audience of Edinburgh. | 


N 
„„ gerd ith Mrs 4 
whole of the following ſeaſon, . (1791) and 
went to Doncaſter, finally to ſettle the terms; 
but, before I arrived, overtures from Mr Har- 
ris of Covent Garden had been made to her, 
ſo peculiarly advantageous, that it muſt have 
been the height of imprudence in Mrs Eſten 
not to have embraced the offer. And how- 
ever ſtrongly | her accepting of a Tondoo en- 
gagement, at that criſis, might operate againſt . 
my intereſt, I Seat, not © diſapprove: * the 5 Þ 
meaſure,” 8 


rical child wes 
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bins erz aſſured 
Tink Hoo ths: Edinburgh 'audicrice/'t} 
| the would pay them a viſit, the moment an 23 
5 opportunity ſerved; and pledged Her word to 9 | 


me, at parting, that the Edinburgh That 
: ſhould be the firſt path would:perfor 
in our of e o d lan 15 
Sur ha; We BPR 95 2 e g 
- Epos procured a ſhort leave of able fran 
Mr Harris in the ſpring, ſhe engaged with 
me for the time; and brought with her ſuck 
a power ef attraction, as to fetch up the H- 
ter part of rather a lagging: _— ame 2 4 
. the winter with ſuccels, : 


0 Mrs Sitte debe ert from Edinburgh, 
I tranſmitted the following letter to the ma- | 


{0 


nager of en Garden Theatre, * . 15 : 


 Sheſpeae- KY Pres Edinburgh, April 7. L 179: 7 5 
, 8 
8 AFTER repeating my acknowledgements. | 
for former favours, I beg leave to thank you 
for a new and laſting obligation conferred - 
upon me, I mean your firſt introducing me 

; | ; 10 


inburgh, without acquainting you, 
Sir, whatever may be aſſerted to the contrary, - 


5 pur- | 
| | 
ſue growing merit, that her riſe and. progreſs 
| 
*'I CONGRATULATE. | 
theatrical world, on i 
to the 
| | Tomas Harris, EG. 5 ; 4 - 


Theatre Royal, Covent Carden. va 1 
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pgs ang of t ha yen 791th clade 
If warfare. began to callect, and threatened e 
5 hemiſphere with af rm. It went 


off in eee reſpect to bes 
matters, but ſome of its n pe fell 
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„e ee Fleet had 


ee eb eh n Randle Thad au- 


thentic information of this event, from Lon- 
don; and it was ſtrongly recommended to 
me, by ſome. of the firſt Lax ers in Edin- 
burgh, to have a company ready; as the fleet 
would certainly be here, and that for ſome 
time. I took their advice, which alſ6 accord- 
ed with my own ideas, and engaged a very 
ble and expenſive ſer of performers, 
which continued inactive, or drawing no- 
many weeks. The fleet was laid 
up, a my ſcheme conſequently rendered 


abortive. Inſtead of clearing perhaps a thou 


ſand, as I might have done, had the ſhips 
arrived, I loft ſome hundreds, by their wh; 
remanded to their own harbours. The weak- 


neſs or wiſdom. of a deſign is generally eſti- 


mated by its failure or ſucceſs. 


8 60 Tue vanquiſh'd rebel, as a rebel dies, 
66 The victor rebel plumes him on a throne,” 5 
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TRE Veorrren STAGE. 
+5 ls abe turned out to advan 


1 ce ould have been applaudec idui 
ty and forethought; the reverſe ** upon 
me perhaps en, ” w__ e 
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would be amply made up by the — 1 
in my power; and was thereby poſſeſſed a 
the means, by providing a moſt excellent com- 
pany. I had little doubt, alſo, from the ſtate 
of our correſpondence®, of procuring Mrs 
Billington, during ſome part of the ſeaſon, 


ſeaſon; for which I had exert 


who! conſequently muſt have proved a very 


powerful auxiliary: For, with a moſt beauti- 
ful ee 8 N much re 
N ene 
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| oY 33 Nee. Feb. 28, 
5 Dgan Sig, i 


«1 $10ULD have written you long dere but the uncer- 


tainty as to the time of the different muſic meetings has pre- 
vented me; and I find that it will be impoſſible for Mrs Bil. 


lington to be in Edinburgh at the time I firſt thought of; there» 
fore, muſt defer that pleaſure to a future ſeaſon. 5 


Me •˙•˙—·˙ Ä Ten, 
; 4 Dear Sir, 4 : . 4 
| | Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 


F Teeſe 25. Theatre Regal, rann. 


for my alhdul- 1 
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Bur the. perſon who at that time poſſeſſed 
he had himſelf known the ups and downs 
of life, would not allow me another trial. 
The Theatre was advertiſed to be let for a 
year to the higheſt bidder ; and a clause wii + 
inſerted: in the articles of roup, that preyious 


ſecurity ſhould be lodged by the parties pro- 


poſing to bid ; a clauſe profeſſedly 1 0 


prevent wh offer from me. 1 


3 W * 


| In this fituation, it was judged- adviſable. 
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Two competitors ſtarted for the leaſe. Mrs 


d with the former; hut 
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to have been cor 


Mrs Bennett not coming down, as ſhe had in- 
tended, and ſome miſtake happening with 


thoſe who conducted che buſineſs on her * 
I was thereby unfortunat 
ys 3 Mr Kemble, 
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of HERE enter upon the ſubjed, _ chough 7 
in its compoſition the acid is ſo powerful an 
"ingredient, that it muſt, predominate, yet it 


ſhall be handled as lightly as poſſible; and the +3 


touch of a friend ſhall 


ſoften the edge of its 
. : e . 


_T consenTED chat 5 Mr Kimble thould 
have a yornt and an equal concern with me in 
the be of Edinburgh and Glaſgow, for 
a year.“ Miſſives were exchanged, of which 


the TROY! are dine c : e 


kauen November» 2.1 791 L 
" Srr, | | 

© I HEREBY * agree to your drag a joint 
and equal concern with me in the Edin- 
burgh Theatre, for a year from this date, and 
authorize you to take the leaſe at the ſale to- 
y; and oblige myſelf to procure fatisfaQtory 5 
or aged ET rent ; Dow a e to be 


ken, we ſhall enter into a te aber t 
on Natta paper; and if any difficulty occurs 
in adjuſting the ſame, or after wards in rela- 
tion to the buſineſs, it ſhall 1 referred en- 
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6 <1 HEREBY agree. to your propoſal i in jj 

letter of this day's date; and to exten a FS 5 
gular deed on ſtamped Paper "accordingly. | 
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the ſpeciouſneſs of his profeſſions to me, 
norant, as I then was, of thoſe aſſertions of fo 
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different a tendency, he was at the fame e time 
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Tun n after che ſale was once td 


Mr Kemble was heard to declare, „I have a- 1 


F greed tocreceive;Mr Jackſon as a partner, 


„ becauſe I-thought I might be hampered. © | | 


with his claim upon the patent. But though | 
I have admitted him apparently, I have vir- 
« tually excluded him: For he is to give ſecu- 


rie, and I will accept of no ſecurity but 


« ſuch as I know it is not A. bis power to give, 
It ſhall be landed property, or money. down ; 


* and chat not only to the extent of the rent | 


60 and public burdens, but to any ſuppoſed | 
6 amount t for N loſs,” 1 255 
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On 88 at my n the following . 


morning, our future arrangements were ad. 


juſted, and every precaution that could be 


ſuggeſted by either party was taken, towards 


the eſtabliſhment of a permanent and 2 : 
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Tus 1 of ſecurity on my fide was ſet- 


| tled. The engagements that had been previ- 
ouſly entered into by me, were explained; 
and their ſalaries and ſituations, both actors 5 


and fervants, e The painting of Ms 
| 1 cenery, 
„ Wedneſday, November 2, 1791. | 
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ſcenery; amt inlletlaty HPs bt H 
were adhuſted· The bo 
{ed for ten years was to be reſer ved for ihe} - 
another of the mort dimenſions, and inthe 
ſame fituation, on the oppolite ſide of the 


: 13 


houſe, was to be fitted up for Mr Kemble; 


and the management of the company, behind 
thy! curtain, was to FED undertaken. oy him. By 


Bürbak Mr Kemble 8 as for” Sbef. + 


field, he defired to know to which of us letters 
or applications from performers, for en; gage - 
ments, ſhould be addreſſed. I informed bun. 

that I was, going into Wales, upon buſineſs; 3 
and that I wiſhed, for a time, till my. othe 
matters were arranged, to'be relieved, as mach / 
as poſſible, from managerial cares: I there- 
fore propoſed, that all letters ſhould be ad- 
dreſſed to him. It was conſequently 10 i in- 
ſerred 1 in the next een, 1 Lo Ie 
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Donne this adjoſtrictt” of our A 
Mr Kemble's expreſſions were apparently ſo 
friendly, his claims to philanthropy ſo ſtrong, 
and his profeſſions of candour and liberality ſo | 


1 beſtowed, oy 4 muſt confeſs myſelf 5 8 
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1 I! not obvioufly been under the power of fab. 
Cigdation, 1 ane have — ny oh n 
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e Too ceremonious aha: K 


| nn be 8 of his 3 ſcene - 
ry, that was to be brought for our mutual 
uſe, with no other expence but the carriage; 
when he magnified the vaſt advantages that 
muſt accrue from the exertions of the Friend- 
7 Hip, as well as the acting, of his brother, Mr 
John Kemble, who, he undertook, ſhould open 
| the houſe; and when he dwelt upon the influ+ 
ence of his ſiſter's connections and attraction, 
could. I ſuſpect that they were thus enume- . 
1 rated, without the leaſt intention of my being . 
| admitted to the ſmalleſt POTEN of ad- 
K- vantage? 7 
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. de ment day but one, Saturday No- 
vember 5. at Mr Hallion's, after dinner, and 
previous to Mr Kemble's ſtepping into the 
mail coach, the farce was re- enacted. There 

the maſk of friendſhip was thickly worn: Cor- 


the characteriſtics of our future union. Mr 
| ; JR | 


diality, peace, and good fellowſhip, were to be 
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- 7524 
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. e and Mr Kemble were to be « 


the ſame; equal in ſalaries, equal in benefits of 
and in order to provide for contingencies, 
eigbt pounds a- week each, was to be taken out, 


to make ibe pot boll, as Nr Kemble termed it. 


His rich wardrobe was to be joined gratic 
with that of mine; and other advantages, „ 


en the derne were enuiniexated. 
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be compared with his declaration the even- 
ing after the ſale, can the word Gabe "_— : 
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rently open-hearted colleague, not dreaming 1 
of the moſt diſtant poſſibility of any miſ - 
underſtanding ariſing betwixt us, what muſt : 0 
have been my aſtoniſhment, on his declara- 
tion to me, and his inſtructions to Mr. Biſſet, 


tranſmitted from Sheffield? In his letters 


from thence#, he declares, I am directed 
by my friends not to accept of any ſecurity, 
but ſuch as Mr Gibſon ſhall think ſufficient, 
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a a uche as he wil himſelf ng here actept; | 
| all this muſt be done prior to the open- 
; 1 abt” the Theatre, or all agreements becwing® 
you and me muſt become void. The W = 
. rity muſt be either the money. down, or elſe 
a. morigage of property or gſtate. In his 
e ee to Mr. Biſſet, November 2%. he 
ſays, I will not conſent to theirf having "free 

: benefits ; ;I ſhall inſiſt upon their paying the 
uſual. expences; but I demand a free Bengt 


drawn up by Mr Biſſet, was inſerted by his 
own order, November 5. It being hereby un- 
| derſtood and agreed on by the parties, that 
they ſhall be reſpectively entitled to the ſum 
of L. 8 Sterling per week, of falary, for them- 

ſelves, Mrs Kemble, and Mrs Jackſon, and a 
free benefit to each of the 125 four . 

perſons.” 


8 Is 5 left to Mr Kemble to reconcile theſe 
two contradictory orders, and to point out 
che liberality of his LF ſafes E's | 


The very Ge be bad aſed t the evening 1 the loop, 
as @s before quoted, page 204: 
| = Mr and Mrs Jackſon, 


for Mrs Kemble; although in the contract 
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Tant Mr Kemble clearly and pelntöll — 


ed to accept of the ſecurity I offered, the 
only one, in my ther | 
is proved by the ſcroll of the contract, drawn 85 
out at his own defire, and by his own'man'sef _ 
buſineſs. He there pointedly inſerts” as & 1 


ſecurity; the name of the gentler ro 


ſituation, Ic Nr, 3 


had pre vioufly concerted, ould be 4 | at 


with me; and who I invariably offered to the 


arbiter. This ſeroll may be ſeen in the hands | 


of the'clerk ta * N or a 17 gu of it it 
with r me. 8 Be | 
_— Bala, in North Wales, I was in- 
formed by a letter from my agent, that a ſcroll 
had been preſented to him, quite contrary to 
the original miſſive*, which he had on that : 
account rejected; and that he had drawn out 5 
another, conſonant to his ideas, Which he had 
delivered to Mr Biſfor, 4 be tranfmitted o 
Mr Kemble, | 78 EW 
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"With the PAR WR of the new ſcroll, which. 
were, that Mr Kemble ſhould have © the ſole 
and uncontrolled m: 


mers, and to and -& Tc 


ference or aſſiſtance of the {aid John ackſon, 


He will ſurely acknowledge, that a party in an : 


agreement, whoſe miſlive poſitively expreſſes a 


| rex equal concern, was juſtified in rejecting 


terms equally dige and n 


Warrz volumes, or weak wp upon 7 
che ſubject, the moſt far-ſtrained arguments 
can never conſtitute undbatrollad management, 


and equal concern, mine * 


1 hs 8 of the buſineſs 18 N 
opened, under the uncontrolled management 
of the man whoſe agreement with me was to 


anagement and direction of 
the Theatre, to engage and pay the dN 1 

take every other duty in- 
cumbent upon a manager, without the inter- 


take a joint and an equal concern. That I 
felt the unfair advantage taken of my fitua- 
tion, that I knew every means was uſed to 
- prejudice the public againſt me, and to eſta- 
bliſh Mr Kemble, I will not deny; but I alfo 
knew my agreement with him would termi- 
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ney nor a 5 oper Nee 1 


made up my mind to receive the ſum agreed : ” 5 5 


upon, in Mr Kemble's conſiderate mood, to make 
the pot boil. - But no ſuch grace was intended 
for me. Myſelf, my wife, and three children, 
who, though not bred in/luxury, had ac let 
been uſed to eat, were to ſeek our ſubſiſtence 
elſewhere ; for Mr Kemble poſitively refuſed, 
unleſs I could compaſs impoſſibilities, name- 
ly, to bring him money or land, to divide 
with me a ſingle ſhilling. How in this firua- | 
tion the dreary winter muſt have paſſed over 
the heads of an inſolvent family, the feeling | 
mind, and I truſt 1 am appealing co "_ 
ſuch, may- Oy it is paſt = power 2 
| ſcribe. | . . 


By Mr W thus" bee to him 
ſelf powers JO the miſſive never ſo much 
as hinted at; and by his exerting e 
powers, even to a . of oppreſion 
was reduced to the neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to the Dean of Faculty's interference; 
and notwithſtanding my being rhorough- 
ly con ee eee | 
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„ 5 0 call in queſtion the validity of the former 


that head, I ſent in the. name of a ſecond | 
1 ſurety, equally reſponſible, and- that before 
| - our firſt interview with the Honourable Ar- 
ES 655 biter took place.” 
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"i WW Bor this, 8 every hes Res SOR on my 
| hae, to accommodate matters upon fair and 
honourable principles, were ineffectual. No 


© 2a meſs of pottage,” or to DRE; « a hewer 
of wood, or a drawer of water,” beneath the 
laſh of Mr pos Kemble. $7 


[5 -So certain was he of my never: hi able 

1 to outlive the ſtorm, that, like the inhabitant 
dt a barbardus coaſt, he ſmiled in fafety up- 
on the ſhore, and enjoyed the wiſhed for 
and . t in PEE of ſharing, the 
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10 * infidious a Mr Kerable was 


pleaſed toadd a ſeries of ill-mannered nth.” 
which | 


accommodation for me, unleſs I conſented to 


ſenſe ſufficient ;. yet, without- a, it o | Þ 


_ caution, in order to remove all cavils upon. 1 
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ey her purpoſe but to 7 : 
| N ae rof bis own W ene for I'was _ 
fallen,and j in his triumph he forgot both mercy. 
and juſtice; as a proof of which | den to trouble 
the reader with 2200 inf T ion t 
others that will hereafter appear. Ina conver- _ 
ſation which paſſed in the green-room, wherein BR... 
my ſituation v was. diſcuſſed, Mr Kemble was ſo + 
good as to declare, Let Mr Jackſon only „ | 
preſs to me in writing, that he has no con 
cern with me and the Theatre, and I ſhall c S 
ſider what I ſhall do for bim and his. family.” 
If I would give up my hopes of ever having 
it in my power to provide for my family; 
if I would reſign a property that might enable 
me to fulfil my compact with my creditors ; - 
if I would become in the inſtant, a beggar; 
Mr Kemble would conſider what he would do ' 0 
for my family. Is there a human being Who 8 
has a ſpark of reſpect for himſelf, who-would —_ 
not with me, in ſuch a ſituation, turn from the 
ee en Mr Kemble. * eee. 


1 my hain bale ad .to Docks _—_ 
ſituation he apparently wiſhed, and to which „ 
he did all in his power to reduce them 
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ald, in e as: have dene „. Dy 


—_— may be g Wells at, from a ſhort dialogue, _ 

which I ſhall beg leave to introduce, detween 4 
| him and his ſervants, reſpecting me, as ch e 1 
8 727 inſtance of his e e 


ONE 'of ie few nights that 1 troubled che / 


Theatre laſt ſeaſon, I deſited the box-keeper 1 
to inſert my name at the door. When the 


return was delivered to him, after the play, he 
demanded to know who I was. I fee one 


3 Jackſon here ;—who 3 is he? 


pag. N Why: Mr Jackſon. 9 785 
| s Mr Kemble. What Mr Jackibat 


5 Der Mr Jackſon of the mae 
Royal. ; | f 


Mr Hel Damn i it, by 0-4, chat; 18 __ | 


bad to come into my houſe, bog 
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Tuts liberality to the father, oy) no 


doubt have been 7rebled upon the ſon, had he 
_ unfortunately ſtood in need of Mr Kemble's 
affiſtance. | | 8 N 
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traits of Mr Kemble's conduct and carriage 
towards me, aretrifling, when placed in com- 


pariſon with the various ſteps he thought 


| proper to take in the buſineſs, as will } im- 
mediately be explained, in the annexed let. 


ters to the Right Honourable the Lord Ad- 


vocate and the Den 0. Faculty. . F ; 


In which I "WH fiudiouſly endeavoured, | 
from the bottom of Dy: foul, 61 


0 Nothing extenuate, ads ſet down aught in malice? 1 


AnD, let Mr Kemble's endeavours. to ex- 
plain be what they will, facts are ſtubborn 
things, which cannot be contraverted ; and 
the reader may reſt aſſured, there is not an 
aſſertion already made, or that will een ö 
appear in this publication, relating to Mr 
Kemble, that ſhall not be ſtubſtantiated, in 
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As I have, in conmullagics FETs your Og 


tion, lodged in the hands of your clerk, ſuch 


letters as relate to the engagement in 2 


tion; and as Mr Playfair has likewiſe offici- . 


ally delivered in a minute upon the buſineſs, 
the laſt which I hope will be neceſſary, it may 
poſſibly be deemed a work off NO. 
tion for me to enter further into the ſubject. 

But where aſſertions, made by one party, un- 
der the averment of a ref} pectable witnels; are 

not to be received in evidence, becauſe — 
nied by the other, without farther corrobora- 


ting proofs, nothing but a chain of correſpon- - 


ding circumſtances, from firſt to laſt, can il- 
lucidate thoſe facts, which a point blank de- 
nial has rendered doubtful; and as I have 
Hot hitherto i in one inſtance ated contrary ti 
3 5 


* 


W 


7 


s HISTORY. or 


the true Ut 1 juſt meaning of the ee 8 
think it a duty, highly incumbent upon me, A 
to beg leave, Sir, to lay before you a plain 
ſtatement of the progreſs of the buſineſs, 
which, diveſted of proteſts, ſcrolls of ©. coſt + 
tracts, memorials, and replies, may be com- 
priſed within the ſcope of your leiſure, and 
by that means, amidſt a preſſure of more mo- RY 
mentous concerns, ſtand. a fairer chance of. 
gaining at leaſt a tranſient peruſal. The 7 
ſanction which on many occaſions, and 1 
various periods, for more than twenty years, 
you have been pleaſed to honour me with, 
| will 1 Hatter ee enſure me . nc 


1 e ſome e wich Mr K : 
ble on the ſubjeR, it was agreed that he 
ſhould be admitted to a joint and equal. concern 
Vuich me in the leaſe of the Theatre, for a year, 
provided it could be procured; and im- 
mediately before the ſale, it was finally re- 


ſolved upon, that Mr Kemble ſhould be the 


bidder, and that if it was knocked down 5 
to him, he ſhould then declare that the 
purchaſe of the leaſe was for himſelf and 
me conjunctly. This adjuſtment of the mat- 
ter, in that lage of the buſineſs, was in com. 


9 
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pany with Mr Playfair, at my houſe.” The = 
1 a year was obtaine d, but Mr Kemble - 


leafe 0 5 
gave in his own name only as the purchaſer. 8 
It did not 6ccur to me at that moment that! 
ſhould be hable to Hen fuck i diſagree- 2 
name in the late, nor Would 1 inſinuate . 15 
it was done with any defign by Mr Kemble, : 
as his intention to throw me out of the 
advantages of the ſeaſon altogether did not 
ſeem to have been a part of his pam, till ſome 
time after his arrival I  Sheffield®, . | 
As Thad? much bulinths d to 26 uſt, 3 8 
ing my own. private concerns, 1 conſented, 
that the office of acting manager for the ſea- 
ſon, ſhould devolve upon Mr Kemble. itt 
was then reſolved that the Newca A ſtle Theatre 2 
ſhould cloſe the firſt week 1 in January, and : 
that this ſhould open upon Saturday the 7th - 
of the ſame month, with Mr John Kemble in 
Hamlet, who was to perform ſix nights, on. the 8 
fame terms as Mrs Shona, who was AO. 
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» I was not then l with Mr Kae al 
tion, made n 
fee page 204. 
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would ſatisfy the Newcaſtle people, he rep e 


le had done it already. I told him I had at- 


| tempted it“, but found it impoſſible, as t 


= choſe to have their Theatre open at the ſame 


| time with ours. He ſaid he had been fortunate 


. 


enough ro-accompliſh i it, having obtained hei 


conſent to the meaſure. I did not at that : 


[2 
Wo; — * 


time diſcredit the aſſertion. To all this Me: 


| ps 098 was an ear. wirneſß. 


Se. „ 


1 4 AD Ws Sir, A Ee colhpany, and; | 5 
before! the commencement of the ſeaſons, 2 


| ſhould have had a moſt excellent one. — 


Our greateſt difficulty, therefore, Was 1 - 
5 8 3 not. be engaged. ; 
F e . Room 


. Eight er n nine 8 PO which was previous 18 build- | 


ing of the preſent Theatre Royal of Newcaſtle, I was Me | 


| treaty with ſome of the gentlemen of that place to form a 
junction with Edinburgh and Glaſgow z but after a thorough 


inveſtigation, I found the meaſure impracticable, as the New- 


_ealtle {eafon is during the ſpring months, exactly at the ſame 
time with that of Edinburgh; and having been lately. mace 
I can aſſert that they have not yet changed their ne, on 

that dates. 85 „ 2 
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to that Gentleman, which F have in a 
ſeſſion, he gives as à reaſon for n 


mers are alreudy e 
in his power to offer 
them,” For the ſame reaſon neither Mr Hal- 
lion nor Meſſrs 
be engaged. 2 4 


„ „ my ns ain. 
2000 deviation from the faremenaiones P 


muſements to be curtailed, in order to ſuit the 

convenience of an individual. Thoſe actors, 8 
therefore, who had been diſc] 
could not be accom ted 


before, were inſtantiy applied to, and moſt * pm 


them engaged. The ſcarcity.of 
this emergency muſt be 


N 
| 
| 
: 
t 
b 


Wales, 1 Ale was OR in eng 
= North of ogland, or in Edinburgh, and haps = 
py in the idea that the theatrical arrangements 
of the ſeaſon had been ſo well adjuſted. Had 
Ken eee me even en of his 
we "og able ne api as AM; rultyi 
J paſſed in ſight of Shrewſbury, where Mr 
Seriven and Mrs Atehmet then were; and it 
might poſſibly have been in my power to have 
perſuaded them to have adhered to their for- 
mer intentions of viſiting Edinburgh. Nay, I 
could have gone eaſily to Bath, have ſettled 
with Mr Wallis, and viſited any other neighs" 
bouring company, or perhaps the metropolis. 
Such was my N Bs had the MP direction 
enen with me. ee 


; Mz . 5 FOO me at Bala, gave 

me the firſt intimation of any demur to the 
buſmeſs. He therein appriſed me of the re: 
ceipt of a ſcroll, produced by Mr Biſſet on 
the part of Mr Kemble, containing clauſes 
diametrically oppoſite to the true intent of 
the miſſive, which he knew I ſhould: object 5 
to: That he had drawn out another, accor- 
ding to his own ideas, which he ſhould traf 


1 THE" $COTTISH: STAGE. 5 Os we 


mit to Mr 
ſerolls, Sir, are i in your pole lan 1 2 


{pen "op PRO" OT TE ROAR: Et " wo | 


| 3 5 55 23 
"Fo ® 


* tha Lourls of this? RENE thats are ee 
points, Sir, on which I maſt beg lea ve to com- 
ment. With reſpect to Mrs Atchmet, chat ſhe 
would have been here, had the nlanagement 
remained ſolely with me, I ſtill believe and 


contend for. Her reaſon for changing her in- 


tention, I have not yet had an opportunity of 
learning. Certain I am, that falary Was 


not the bar; if it had, I would have elves her 


more: though Mr Kemble thought even | 
I. 4 aweek, which 1 had offered her, too much. 
ſuſpect the ſame cauſe might Have operated 


with Mrs Atchmet as with Miſs Wallis. In 


a letter from her father, which I have juſt 


though he diſclaims any poſitive engager 


he ſays, « I ſhould have been very glad  _ 
to take her, (Miſs Wallis,) to Edinburgh, this 
winter, had Jackſon continued manager.” And 


again, tell your manager, I ſincerely wi 


him ſucceſs; though I confeſs 1 ſhould have 
| 2 to bear that che - nel 


been Kan as el 


1 
* 585 
— 
85 , 


As 


now ſeen, dated Bath, January 26. 7792, 


ge 


7. 8 8 


85 


> 
8 


N 


4 


3 
F< 


* 


Icaxxor help here 


45 


not having | ends. 


to have entered into 


——— — 


* 


—— 2 ¶ ͥ— H — O8 3 


at” 


, N 
- a 1 


ns as poſi Fr 


” 


- 


5 5 wo 25 1 
[i Ex Ber. could not be induced to . fulfi 


J * 


OO ON CA. ren roi tv 7 ee" 


— uy 
hte =o 


eee 
: 
s 
, 


"Ct 0 ou, Ties AT + 


TS 


: 


* 
5 
47 
; 
+ 
F 

— 

; 

2 
5 


* 
* 
v7 : * Y 
i A 
a y of 
3 ; N 
* 
6 * ” 
- . , 
Wer 
* 
: 8 
4 
* 1 
> 4 
1 2 % - 
_ 4 e 
- 
| . — 1 
# 7 


n 


N 


3 * : ; . ind 1 4 = a> 3. PS $2 . 
a” r . . 1 


andi and ere 
0 0 ne, what be 40 8 


, 3 ü 5 ot 
eee 
4 * N 
9 0 r A FI y 
3 . 4 3 hb mk 
© & 1 * * 
> 3 
- + 
8 1 - 9 F . 2h 
: N A o N p - 
* Nr 
* * 25 . % : 5 . ts 10 N 5 4 2 
* 
” = ; 
& 3 8. , 
F "= 6s * p — 8 *. 5 
£ $ 8 wo Ihe 
84 N n vt 8 ; 
5 - 3 * * Yo» 
2 # . 2 r 8 
9 * * 4 a 2 2 
. N * 1 - OS "I or 2 
* 
þ 5 of M . Q N CM FEST AS 
£ . EI 5 
„ - Ay is. > wer I 4 
- . SEL BF k 
. 4 * FP MS — N 
« 0 K 
2. ” * 
* — * 
& : . 's 
B 4 
* * a, * d. * 1 
+ : 
7 1 2 1 7 
2 » 2 S , 
p - * a 
5 5 
* 4 q 
F< 2 » N. * 


| ſatisfactory 3 1 had e one. wh | eſe 1 = 


_ ſerved him for a more conſequential ts 


contract. Mr Kemble had taken up the 


to have nothing to ſay; I was not even in the 


I was to pu 
while I was ſleeping, or unconſcious of the 


nive at tranſactions, in which he might clear 


e up our e a loſer : at che end. 


| reality. He orders, without my conſent or 


choſe to apply to on that occaſion, and Ire- 


I did not wiſh to overload his TN 
, 

By 7, Sir, che clit of, this ſe ity was 

as; a pretended, not the real blot in the 


idea of making me a eypher. I was tobe 
half the ſecurity, and that in money Aron; 
or a mortgage on landed property, yet I was 


ſmalleſt inſtance to have a power of control; 
at myſelf in Mr Kemble's merey, 


danger, to run me hundreds of pounds in 
debt; to ſuffer him to lay plans, and con- 


Ke 1000 by the ſeaſon, and leave me, on the _ 


"ly 


) 


rw Akin 1 addy 3 a 455 - 


knowledge, a parcel of old: ſcenes from New 5 

caſtle, and profeſſes to charge for them L. 40% 

I would not, Sir, had 1 been conſulted, have 
| | RI conſented 
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d from tom to town im 


they had ſeen the Baſtile and Ca 
the Theatre Royal, and Oſcur and Matvina in 
the Circus. My opinion has been proved to 
be well founded. There was more money 
taken at the Theatre, from the uſe of 
eigh en- penny book, the Road 10 Ruin, than 
by all the "Nev n "Ry ee, e 


uſherek into notice. 4 cen Aer, 90k re 3 


= * > A 5 x 
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th at neither: thi mhiſlive; nor: 42 permif 


of 1 mine ever gave n 18 re obſtacle te to "ER 
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AFTER the bargain was concluded, 

conſent only, for ſo he advertiſed;'he'was'to! 

acting manager for the ſeaſon; There is not 

a performer in the three kingdoms, that can- 5 
not in a moment define the office of acting 
manager. It is to regulate the company be- 
hind the curtain, and to c | 
what had previcully and p 
2 . RN Ff V 
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at ly >> ler- 


f an Edinburgh audience, alter 3 3 


8. This, Sir, af nn W . 
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| looked. upon as a matter of « cour 2 y, and 
of right; for it was no part. of the miſſive, 
and to nothing farther could I give my ode ith 
Our agreement was a joint and equal a 0 
hip ſuch was it ever conceived by me. Ac- 
cording to Mr Kemble's ideas, it was a pa t- 
nerſhip to be executed only by one. I might 
ſay, Sir, with a Right Honourable Friend of 
yours, it is an union founded upon recipro- 1 
city; but where the whole power is uſurped d 8 
by one, and ſubmiſſion only pointed out to 
the other, the W _ S bree he 3 
all _ one tide. | ; Fo 


as gta SV of _ kind, Sir, | 
| . never enter into my thought. No earth- 
ly conſideration ſhould ever have induced me 
to acce pt of a ſinecure, or become an annuitant, f 
in an undertaking where I had riſked my all, 
and cringe beneath the man whoſe avowed _ 
intention was to found his fortune upon my | 
2577800 and premeditated ruin. | 


eps R i ect aw 2 Mr Kemble 


has recently made, . chat de. would take 
care 
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' nap ans pomertal 5 Six, that is ins -Þ 


clined me to put up with many diſagreeables, 
rather than decline a participation of the pro- 
fits of the ſeaſon. My own ſubfiſtenc 

work, to beg I Was aſhame = 
t of. a young ay 


The education a and ſup or 


e 


ly, and the intereſt, of my creditors; -» For 


though they had conſented to receive ten ſhil- 


lings mg FW) 4 a ae never had 8 


a - : 
= N , $4 Q * ; 23 ＋ I 4 
ED 35 e MODES 1 I <OBH OA? 
4 F 


* . a 1 with hs a at this ns Mr 


Kemble had taken up an idea that the agreement would have 
been enforced according to the original miſſi ve, he therefore 


thought proper to make the above declarations, wann . 


view with wk but not in Preſence * the W | 


dient, the act of n. ceſſity, r "wy told” 
towards a firdation that may —— - 5 
| me to make farther payments. The depri a- 
xerefore; of my ſtipulated emoluments; 
8 a diminution or che way be potion wp 
bat purpoſe; and the loſs By 
loſs of the earni 0 0 of one year of my life, tos 
wards n e e oP A TSS c des 


” 
* 4 1 3 LJ 7 N 


21 SPEAK. now, Sir, to your feelings. 
vou been Mr Kemble, you esl not 
have acted as Mr Kemble has done.” You 
would not have faid to yourſelf, I like the 
undertaking i in which Jam embarked; I ſee 
its advantages; my partner s embarraſſments 


| furniſh me with a mY I will lay hold of 


the opening, and poſſeſs! myſelf of the whole: 
You would not have taken every. mode of 
adding to my difficulties ; you would not 
have rendered me liable to the preflure of 
© ſmall demands, by unjuſtly withholding from 
me . means of” e n | 


Tov Woll not e diſmiſſed a ſervant | 
that had. been with me twelve tage becauſe 
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be Hall —_—_ à meſſage for me; making 5 : 
ou cannot ſerve du = 
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You nd not POS, deprived. Mr 4 1 ag. 
Ixtee! en ſhillings'of his weekly ſtipend“, e 


crary t to an expreſs Agreement, becauſe — was i 


one of Mr Jackſon's yermine; an appellation 


which Mr Kemble bad thought proper ta 


affix to the members of my former company: 
but 'Mr Jackſon's vermine, have, amidſt bis 
noble es MOON nes Jong: jof 
the Foreſt, |. 45 ford. EIN 


You. rather would. kane” Kid, 1 re Mr. 
Jackſon is yet unde ſome temporary em- 
barraſſments; I at not add to them; I will 
not ſtart unneceſſary obſtacles; I hold the ſe⸗ 
curity which in my own conſcience I know I 

agreed to take; I will commence the ſeaſon, 
und we wil mul receive tg; a Rin 
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mad an immediate boſs taken Place, you Tx 


ou a __ have July called upon my 


** 


* Theſe are a few or b Ideral ation ions, during 
the courſe: of the ſeaſon. Mr Bland has had recourſe to a 
Court of Juſtice, and has RI recovered his arrears, 


oo Ons \ 


. 


” en up whey nene, If complied wich 
complaint would have been unneceſſary; if 
8 not, you would have found an eaſy, and an 
early mode of redreſs. And in either caſe, 
your conduct would have been e 
with en 1 . een . 
You 0 05 3 had th pleaſure of of 
acting up to the dictates you had profeſled, 
and I ſhould have been relieved from'a long 
liſt of mortifying and painful fituations, the f 
continuance of which, for another ſeaſon, 
would have put a period to my exiſtence. 5 


To avoid that, for the ſake of my family 
and myſelf, I muſt decline any farther inter- 
courſe with Mr Kemble, that I may have a 
chance of ſurviving a few winters longer, 

to have the honour of proving to you, how 
much I am, | EP Cr 


81 u, 
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Your obedient ſervant, 
Je JACKSON, 


The GE Henry S 
Dean of Facully. 
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SKIN Fn, 


not help being of opinion, that you either 
have never read the letter Thad the 8 | 
of tranſmitting to you on the'x8th'of April, 
or that ſome paſſages in it have eſcap d your 
memory. $ « muſt. therefore requeſt of * ou, 
before you give a deciſion, which mu at 


leaſt be attended with unpleaſing circum an- 
ces, that you will favour me with its 5 
uſal. I muſt beg leave of you likewiſe, Sir, as 
you with for farther information, to lay 82 
following circumſtances before you, ſome of 
W have only come ta my knowledge fince 
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8 g Lisi or 8 
| As Mr 2s the day of ke, contract, i ON 
| Kemble pointedly declared, that I never ſhould | 
have any thing to do with the Theatre this 
ſeaſon: That indeed there was an agreement, 
that on Mr Jackſon's finding ſecurity, he was 
to be half concerned; but that he would take ä 
care that no ſuch ſecurity ſhould be receiv- 


ed; for, continues he, It muſt be ſuch ſecu- . 


rity as I am pleaſed with; and I ſhall certain- 


cannot procure. It ſhall be money y down, 1 
or a e on a ae an 55 205 
n 1 thei Howdy oe $3 W in : 
my behoof, defired that Mr Gibb, the box - 
office keeper, would furniſh him with a return 
of the night's receipt, a duplicate of which I 


had requeſted him to procure. Gibb's an- 5 


ſwer was, that Mr Kemble had given him 


poſitive orders to the contrary. On this re- 


fuſal, Mr Kemble himſelf was aſked the fol- 
lowing morning, how much there was in the 
houſe? He declared he would not tell; for, 
ſays he, if I do, you will inform Mr Jackſon : 'S 
And his declarations COR the ſeaſon uni- 
5 formly 5 


n e affertion is more minutely Rated, 5 
page 18 | 


* 


{ * N 3 8 > . 
1 . : 1 9 ö 


ployed the carpenters, it was not ye at the 
commencement of the ſeaſon, as had been 
intended; Mrs Jackſon therefore deſired Mr 
Kemble to be informed, that, as the box pro- 
poſed for his uſe was not yet prepared, ſhe > 
requeſted him, till it was, to accept. of hers. 
To this he replied, ©. Tell Mrs Jackſon, chat = 
ſhall accept. of her box, when {he has one to 
offer; and I wonder, ſhe has not more deli- 
cacy than to think of coming am; the houſe. 
at all, er he has e | Mes. +: Jo: | 


I b 1 e fs 351 J . fo 
Yn » No 8 can Ui e Nag * Me Kemble? $ luddeny 8 
of conduct towards Mr and Mrs Jackſon, particularly the lat- 
ter, but a premeditated defign 1 to break off all connections 5 
with them. They bad parted on the moſt cordial and appa- 
rent friendly terms. Mr Kemble went to Newcallle, and Mr 
Jackſon into Wales; and no occurrence had happened, or 
rranſaction taken place, that could poſſibly, in Mr Jackſon's | 
abſence, have extorted from Mr Kemble fo unmanly and un- 


mer ited a e to Mrs 85 8 polite. meſſage. 
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ſon, it Wöi be nee dleſs to add, bas e 


01 tie Wap d de to fit up _ 


the oppoſite box, as he had been directed, Mr I 


Kemble ordered him to defiſt, faying, © One” 


bor is ee for one wünkagek! , I [ will D Y 85 5 


Tais, Sir, was no FP of gchlürs 
ſals; no acting managerial ad; uſtment i in the 
department I had conſented for the ſeaſon he 


ſhould fill. It was a part'of the agreement, 


expreſsly and mutually entered into, and as 
pointedly and almoſt der e. ors oY Mr 
n 1eapl ))) TALE Oe OTE NT ND 


1 9 * * 1 * TY « Wo, 2 
— 5 5 £ — 4 
7 a 


* 


AND d Sir, the eg b out orf 
a box, in the face of the ſervants, we had poſs 
ſeſſed more than ten years, may be deemed. 
by you as a matter of no great conſequence, 


vet, Sir, the going to the Theatre, me and 1 my 


family, for a ſeaſon, and the taking a friend 7A 


wich us, I muſt infiſt upon, was a money 


tranſaction; and the depriving me of that 


advantage, which muſt. be eſtimated at ſome 


1 


TAE SCOTTISH STAGE. 7 * 
e, was a violation of that part of the agree 


ment conſequently a nfringement of the 
wn ee e ona gl Gon 
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3 Ta were pleaſed, Rix, x vary, a Sant 
. a fys chat my having informed Mr 
letter to him at Sheffield, that Mrs Atchmet 
2 was engaged, (which turned out to be A mif- 7 
take of Mr Kemble '8,) would. have been a 
breach of the agreement on my ſide. How 

wide then eee e have been made 

by ſo many ae 


Bor, Sir, 1 dure you. a _ 3 
repeat the aſſertion, I do not believe there is 
an actor, ſcene-ſhifter, ſervant, or runner, a- 
bout the Theatre, that has not heard Mr 
Kemble ſay, that Mr Jackſon had nothing te 
do do. with the houſe this Year. „ 155 | 
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Ie ail theſe e them im 
ginary, or from bearſoy, are 19 by ir, adde 
by. che bare negative af one, in oppoſition tothe 
ſalemn declarations of others, that are a 
to be ſubſtantiated, by proof; or, if i it is T.. 
opinion, contrary to that of every confidential 
friend I have ſpoken vith o on 2 the laren, chat 
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an engagern nt broken, and Gasen by 
a one party, ſhalt nevertheleſs remain binding £ 5 


| ching to do with the leaſe of the Theatre for : 


is to be admitted to an equal ſhare. For up- 


treaty with him, and never before or ſince 
have I, on any other conditions, expreſſed my | 


_ lity ſervility, or FRONT Dato 5 


(to uſe no harſher expreſſion) towards myſelf 


TM 1 EP rokx or 
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upon the other, you will then, of courſe, deter- 
mine, that the miſſive is ſtill in force. In that n 
caſe, it muſt be allowed, that if T have any 


the next ſeaſon, Mr Kemble, as before intended, 


on terms of equality only did J enter into a 


Eg 


conſent t to a connection with Mr Kemble. 


n JoINT and equal concerts Le the 
vow; can there be a doubt in the expreſ- 55 
fion ? For my own. part, I can wreſt it to no 
other meaning. As well might I make equa- 


Bur to leave argument upon a point where | 
no reaſoning. can hold good, I muſt again de- 
clareto you, that the very unfeeling conduct 


and Mrs ' Jackſon, in the fituation we then 
were, has confirmed the opinion I originally 1 
entertained of him; and I will ſooner forepo 


an 8 in the leaſe of the Theatre for the N 
next ſeaſon altogether, than have any inter- 
. wich that & gentleman, 


y 


Tuxsx, sir, are my ſentiments, and this 
my determination, for the rectitude of which 
I ſhall appeal to God and. the Public. And 
however I may differ from you in opinion 
upon this ſubject, 1 am, «Ow the W 5 
reſpect, e 
Sia, Vn 
. obedient ſervant, 


J. JACKSON. 
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My Lord, 8 


1. NEVER vthtirtainel this reſt Aiftane FE 


of having occaſion to recur to the tranſactions 


on the renewal of the patent, or to remind 


your Lordſhip of the purport of thoſe con- 
verſations I was honoured with, by you, on 
that occaſion. - But from the ſuppoſed effects 


of the Dean of Faculty's decreet-arbitral, re- 
ſpecting the preſent theatrical arrangements, 


I find myſelf, however unwillingly, under 


the neceſſity of renewing the ſubject. 


* 


Fon no crime e yy ine. * 


cver heard of, the renewal of the patent, in 


the common form, was objected to; my right 


to it was proved, and allowed on al 1 e 
H at} 1275 the 
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the length of time was at laſt the enby ole 5 
tion. It was offered me by Sir Adam Fer- 13 
guſon, in my own name, for ten years. This I 
pointedly refuſed. Mr Walter Roſs, who had 
an intereſt in the ſettlement, propoſed, that it 


ſhould be taken out in the names of the Duke = 
of Hamilton and Mr Dundas. He made it 
appear to me, in the cleareſt colours; that my 


right would ſuffer no infringement thereby, 
and that the only difference would be in the 


name. The Engliſh Council were of the ſame, | 
opinion. I therefore, perſonally, requeſted of 
the Duke and Mr Dundas to hold it. The 
rights of the proprietors of the Theatre were 
reſer ved, and it was perfectly underſtood that 
it was held for my uſe. The fees of office were 


paid by me, and T poſſeſſed the patent as fully 


ever ſince, as if my name had been inſerted, 
and ſhould, Lam confident, have continued 1 
ſo to do without queſtion, had not a derange- 
ment in 18 ee enn A on a 
IT will be neceſſary, my Lord, here to ob- 
ſerve, that this deficiency of ſupplies aroſe 
chiefly from the mode of taking out the pa- 
tent; a 5 which though it was not, 
might 
This ſubjea has been fully diſcuſſed, Sec. VIII. p.1 38. 
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© THE SCOTT oa . 6 
right t naturally have. een foreſeen; I had, 
Sir, in order to complete the 3 ae 
which I ad er be worth improve - 
ment, built a Theatre in Glaſpgoy 
large ſums upon the Edinburgh one; was 
erecting a third at Aberdeen, then thought 
ſlary; and, i inthe interim, had never ſpared 
expences in procuring the firſt performers, 
frequently to the extent of, and ſometimes 
even erh the enen 5 


" 2 1 . 


Tos: obliged: me to bes out ds an 1 
tional ſum of money to anſwer immediate 
demands; it would eaſily have been procured 
to a larger amount than [ had occaſion for F 
but the ſecurity was the bar. The affign- 
ment of the patent was wanting. Other 

modes of relief were attempted, but hefore 
they could be carried into effect, a haſty cre·- 
ditor took (even for himſelf) an ill adviſed. 
ſtep: others of courſe preſſed forward, and 
A SEG was the unavoidable n. 


Tue years, have. ls 1 cis | 


* Theſe matters have been abe upon and _— 
Sect. X. P. „ 


laid out, 


s CORY or 


| which. 1 I have ſtruggled FEY many Lo 
painful and unpleaſing trials. After, however; 5 
repeated, and the moſt accurate inveſtigations, 
it has appeared, that the derangement of my 
money concerns aroſe from the greatneſs of 


the expence in which I was neceſſarily in- 
volved, in the execution of t theatrical = 


Convinced of this truth, my creditors _ 


have accepted of a compoſition, which at the 
inſtanceof my friends I was induced to offer, 


with the ſole view of being enabled to regain 


a ſituation, which might put it in my power, 
at ſome future period, to convince them of my 


real motives for embracing the meaſure. 
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Be FORE the compoſition could be brought 
forward, the Theatre was taken for a year, by 
Mr S. Kemble, with whom, I need hardly in- 


form you, I was by contract to have had a 


joint and equal concern; but affecting to be- 
lieve me totally out of the queſtion, he threw- 


me off, even before the ſeaſon commenced, 


and the agreement in conſequence has never 


been implemented. „ 55 
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Two letters IGG . 
neee y this? They will let uu 5 
into ſome lights, my Lor SN Mr . 
Kemble's conduct, and eee n 5 
laſt en 1 FF 
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„Ee 10 denne geous to conti | 
leaſe for a further term, 40 none at age 8 
convinced that it will he neceſſary in that 
caſe to take me along with him, Mr Kemble: 
now offers to implement an agreement, which, 
for a ſeaſon paſt, (like the bell man of a cou. 
try town) in the front of the Regiſter- office, 
he has been bellowiug to every paſſenger, 
that 1 had not the ſmalleſt concert! in; nay, 
he profeſſes himſelf willing to allow ne tie fü. 
pulated emoluments of the ſeaſon, from which 
he had moſt wickedly and wantonly eut me 
off. But the time is paſt, my Lord, and it is 
not in the power of fate to recall it, neither 
is it in the power of man to wipe away the 
ee 1 _ Talkin From Mr nan" 
ubm he peliets' me in the l of af- 
fliction, he walked aloof; but when I une - 
pectedly reached the ſliore, he wiſhed to hold 
out his hand, not with an intention to ſave, TY 
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ectation of gaining another nin 

1en Wee m .. 
{the a more way: pd at an cada | 
interview with Mr William Gibſon, in che 
preſence of the Dean of Faculty, when an 

union with the ſame party was propoſed, I told 
him; that he might. reduce me £0 the utter- 
moſt, and compell me to dig in a quarry for 
ſixpence a-day, which I would ſuffer with 
pleaſure, rather than be ange eet to a Janes? 
tion we Mir iam STOVE PAM TE 
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Tus rc Laritchons e a harſſi one, views, 
ceeded from the idea I had formed of his 
diſpoſition, when he was a performer in my 
company; but on reaſoning and conſidering 
coolly on the ſubject, I was induced to be- 
lieve, that turbulence of temper I had at 
times obſerved, was the reſult of a tenaciouſ- 
neſs of characters, and the arrangements * 
ſtage buſineſs, in which a manager and an 
actor frequently diſagree, being actuated, the 
one by an anxious concern for the whole, the 
nar nid his own individual Os” 
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as gi was: SO dy all dots of; e to 


give and take, I did not doubt but the ſeaſon 
might paſs away in that! tranquillity, for 
which I moſt anxiouſly wiſhed, and which at 
all events I was determined ta promote. The 
reſult, however, Sir, bas proved how ill found- 
ed my laſt opinion was, and how e 1 


N one e had een ß W I 


Ty us my l hen boo lob — 
more confirmed by experience; and I moſt 
ſolemnly declare, I would ſuffer any hard- 
{hips, or ſubmit to any ſituation, however hu- 
miliating, ſooner than enter into any kind of 
connection for the future, with a man of ſuch 


an eee and 21 r , 


* . 
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Tu anion will ao at Sir, e 


che leſſee, who has only er the houſe 
for a ſeaſon, and who, not poſſeſſed of a ſhil- 
ling of the property, muſt reſign it in little 
more than a month, ſhall be permitted to 
thruſt out the proprietor, who purchaſed the 


Theatre for a valuable conſideration, and poſ- 
ſeſſing 1 i for ten years, * * time laboured 
. 
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tate my Lord, one moment, in referring th 8 
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opinion of 12 3 go ing ee 3 
fault has avowedly. been the adventuring too 


largely in their letrice. J ſhould. not heſi- 


Paint to the deciſion of en Juſtie 

e 1 2 ſet. 3s gefilemen, mic 
whom you then thought proper to act, ex- 
preſſed a deſire to become conductors of the 
Theatre, ſpeaking with your Lordſhip on the 
ſuhject, I aſked you, whether you would be 
inſtrumental in ſtripping me of my all, and 


turning me out, with a young family, into 
the world to ſeck our bread? Your reply 
was, that „you would ſooner ſuffer your 
hand to be cut off.“ And now, my Lord, 


on a ſimilar occaſion, when an effort is made 
to deprive me of one half of my expecta- 
tions, you will not, I am confident, unleſs 
under the influence of deception, liſten one 
moment to a wana ſo ee ne N 


To remove ent 6 of e my 
Lord, which the wiles of an intereſted indi- 
vidual will attempt to infuſe, I take the liber- 


ty of * you. with this. The Jet of; 
his 
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is argument, on this head, I am appriſed of, 
and ſhall find no difficulty to repel.” For this 
purpoſe, though compariſons are diſagree- 
able, at leaſt to à party concerned, I muſt be 
under the neceſſity of making a reference to | 
* Neaſoiis, 6 vor ne with he laſt.” N 
pine Ji 455 my dan ute; 
back your recollection with me, my Lord, to 
the period at which it commenced. I found 
the houſe; as it is well known, a mere wreck. 
There was not a ſcene that was fit for uſe. 
Even the roof was in ruins, and was neceſſa- 
rily renewed. As you ſit in your box, my 
Lord, there is ſearcely an 80 in view that 
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was not of IN 98 #7: 109738 2 2 1 
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Ca ven eye, my eh upon * . . 
matis Perſonæ of the performances of London. 
Is there, or has there been, a performer of, L 
eminence there, for the paſt ten years, that 
could be procured at any price, you have 
not ſeen ? And ſome of them repeatedly. 
They have been ſupported by companies of 
performers likewiſe | as reſpectable, or per- 
haps more n oy her N of this e 5 
wn Fin 06 ee e,, 
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TO this. fa, Sir, I call the ks town as 
3 my evidence. Various atteſtations might be 
. produced upon chis point, from actors of the 

„ firſt magnitude, expreſſing their approbation 5 
of the conduct of the manager, and the atten- 
tion of the company to them; and to the 
ſtage buſineſs. One inſtance ſhall ee : | 


| Saturday, Jane 12. 1786. 


— 


— — . — — — _ « — > — — — R 
— Sd — —. — - — — — 5 —— — — * — — — — — n N g 
— I ernh — : 5 — — — — — ——— — — — — 
* - » + : 
. i o « " 
6 * } © of 
* 7 < * 4 
* $, 7 — 
5 + 1 3 * 


Bin, 
Mx exceſſive hurry and 4 will £ 
hope, be an excuſe to you and Mrs Jacki) 
for not paying my perſonal reſpects in St 
James's Square. To both of you I remain 
indebted for all your politeneſs to me; and I 
muſt beg of you, Sir, to make my acknow- 
ledgements to the whole company, for the 
very kind attention they have ſhewn to me, 
and to the buſineſs. An attention 1 ſhall 
ever be proud to OTE: | 
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Jam, Sir, with Mr Siddons' compliments, 
Your ſincere well-wither, 

8 8 3 And humble ſervant, 1 

. SIDDONS.” 


7 Jac 20 St James's 5 Square. | 
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lar us now, Wer or 
Where Mer Kemble's e N to pre · em- 
ence auto % nal ideas by himſelf 
your leave, or 55 your leave, e into, , 
to uſe his on phraſe, © to alen hir claw 
upon one half of that property,“ for which I 
have paid ſuch ſums, and OO" ſo _ 
yOu to create, + 


Fenn: den, e he tape his . 


inde on his expenditure upon the fabrick ? 5 


To that account he cannot nd nnn 
OL Tags +; 234 7755 * n HIS ARE Fateh try 


A 5 50 Tir 


Cal 63 found his e upon n 5 


ſuperiority of his Al 9: os OE nag 
SR in the extreme, 8 85 N e e, 
I am aware, my i W ws © holde out 1 
had deceived him with reſpect to a female 
engagement; that has been diſproved, as 

your Lordſhip will obſerve in my firſt letter 
to the Dean of Faculty. The want of time 
is totally Ubtotnded's ; for I will venture . 
. 1 - e affirm, 

„ See à it of! his : company, with ole of mine, Sec. v. 8 

Page 94. | 
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90, h ee ok 


hen the leaſe ark) to the mind 


of January, when the houſs opened, I ſhould 
(with the actors then engaged) have had oz one 
of the beſt. companies laft ſeaſon + that has 


been ſeen in Edinburgh. Had I — x: 
the management, Mr Scriyen, Mrs Atchmet, - 
and Miſs Wallis, would, with OO other Ds 


| rafters of merit, have been here. 


Ma l 8 chief e c, pon ho = 
fayour of rhe public, is from -the ſuppoſed 


; greatneſs of the rent, and his prompt pay- 


ment through the ſeaſon, which has been . 


officiouſly and erroneouſly aſſerted, even in 


the public prints, as © altogether AY f 
in the dramatic bi Hor f this pris ft Ce a She 


. Oy is a PF gs 8 upon 8 


predeceſſors, as well as myſelf, and I cannot 


ſuffer it to paſs unconfuted. In the year 
1762, when I was firſt here, Mr Love then 
manager, the alaries for the ſeaſon were 6 paid . 
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Me Roſs paid three ſeaſor q aha ET 
18 Foote paid one. v matey bk r 

ö Mag; Digges, before his. 
menced, paid / 

Mr Wilkinſon paid an "One | 
A ford nine ee oF my 
the performers were not only paid, but ſere⸗ 
ral of them, at the cloſe: of each: ſeaſon, fre- 
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Tuar arrears have ä 1s Hut: 
ſerious a truth: but how have thoſ 
bee contracted ? Not for high living; no one 
will accuſe me of that. Not for equipages 


or ſervants. Not for tavern bills, or hy gam- 


bling; for I can ſafely ſay, that I never won 
or loſt ten pounds in my whole life. Not 
for feaſtings or country excurſions; for I can 
only put down one day in the ten years; 
as fairly ſet apart boſe: a . of ere for 
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yond my powers, and for this I have repented 
in ſackcloth and aſhes ; it was an exceſs that! 
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F [RST. The a Arbiter, finds, That 
during the continuance of the joint concern, 
Mr Kemble ſhall have the ſole right of engag- 
ing performers, and of being acting manager; 
giving notice to Mr. Jackſon of what engage- 
ments he meant to make; and if any damage 
ſhall ariſe from ſuch engagements, if objected 
to by the ſaid John Jackſon, the ſame to be 
made good by the ſaid Stephen Kemble: the 
loſs to be affixed by neutral pI to be 
choſen * each e e 5805 
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FIRST. No ſuch Ripulation was ever en- 1 
tered into, either in writing or verbally; only 55 1 
through courteſy, not as a matter of right, = on 
Mr Jackſon conſented, that till his affairs 

were ſettled, which he ſuppoſed might take 

up the whole ſeaſon, Mr Kemble ſhould _ . 
officiate as acting manager. But chis the 
ſaid J. Jackſon conſidered, and declared at — 
the time, both in converſation, and by letter 55 7 25 
4% Mr Kemble, to be only optional on his ſic,; 
and no. part of chin agreement ; and by ama! EY E: | 
means to be extended to another ſeaſon, 'pro- 3 Ha | 
vided the parties continued together, unlefs' 7 
Mr Kemble's management. ſhould be approved 1 
of by the {aid ]. Jackſon, and he ſhould conſent  _ 3 
to a continuance of the ſame: So Mr Kemble 
at the time underſtood i it, and ſo he 6 . | 5 
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it in his firſt advertiſement to. the public, 
So was it likewiſe pointedly ſtipulated in 
| the ſcroll drawn up by Mr Playfair, A plea-, 
ſant kind of theatrical partnerſhip it muſt. 
| have been, where every en gagement, or ideal - 
profit, or loſs, muſt have been liable to be 
ſettled by an eight mans SBS or 
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0 no refiriion 4 psd 55 is . 
nourable Arbiter upon a more conſequential 
part of the buſineſs than that of the ſalary of 
an actor of perhaps fifteen ſhillings a- week. 
which might have merited at leaſt the chance 


of an arbitration; that is, a controul i in mo- 


ney matters. Mr Kemble is left at large to 
erect caſtles on the ſtage, or build caſtles in 
the air, at an unlimited expence; or he may 
bring his pageants, that have been exhibited 


through the various country towns in Eng- 


land; or produce old ſcenes from Newcaſtle, . 
that originally coſt him L. 5, and charge for 


them L. oo. Mr Jackſon could have no re- | 
medy from the decreet-arbitral, but acqui- 


eſcence. Doe this conſtitute an ane concern Fs 
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of the ſaid 8. Kemble, to defeat the rights of 


'J- Jackſon to find the ſtipulated ſecurity, 


ing, or delaying to find the ſaid ſecurity, - 
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' SECONDLY. That it was not in the power. 


the ſaid J. Jackſon, to an equal ſhare, in con- 85 
ſequence of any delay on the part of the ſaid 


without a declaration from the arbiter, that 

he was entitled ſo to do. And that it was 

not in the power of the ſaid J. Jackſon to 
free himſelf of the ſaid obligation, by refuſ- 0 


> N 1 7 35 4 A * 
+ v * % 2 


1 7 > gy * 8 TE fy Y 8 7 . ” WP. = * LY * 2 * % 


A „ ha % 


— rar 


5 Wu 
the "means of defcating this opinion of the 


arbiter's ; for the ſeaſon paſſed away, and the . 
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1 1. never "did refuſe to give the 


ſtated Necurity, provided the terms of the 
miſfive had been fairly and honourably ad- 
hered to; nor did he ſhew the leaſt deſire 


to recede from the contract, till Mr Kemble 
had broke through the agreement in every 


inſtance; and till the ſeaſon was 16 fir ex- 


haufted, as to render any competent recom- 


pence for the injuries Mr Jackſon had ſuſtain⸗ 5 
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Tur ſecurity expreſsly agreed · upon, was 


repeatedly offered, and every exertion made 
on the part of the ſaid J. Jackſon, to procure 
a participation of the joint concern in the 
Theatre, according to the meaning and pre- 
ciſe terms of the original agreement, but 
was conſtantly refuſed. pe 
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7 7 HIRDLY. Finds, that none of the fats col — 
deſcended on by the ſaid J. Jackſon, particu - 
larly in two letters by him to the Dean of HE 
Faculty, are relevant to infer; a departure on 
the ſide of the ſaid 8. Kemble from the agree- 
ment, or to enable the laid + e to "me 
free of the ene Lp | 
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Hi 8 finds that in n alli 10 e, 

| ſubmiſſions, and converſations with the arbi- 
ter, that Mr Jackſon. inſiſted on his right to 
have his bond of caution accepted, and, his 
right to half of the emoluments of the ſeaſon . 
declared: and that the plea, taken up at the 
lateſt hour of the buſineſs, of being free from. 
the contract, was Is! and — not he | 
ſuſtained, EO 
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7 HIRDLY. Was the rejecting the Aipulated 
N no breach of contract? Was the 


5 withholding the weekly allowance; a depri- + 


vation of benefits; a refuſal to participate 
to Mr Jackſon one half of the profits of the 
ſeaſon; the excluding his family from their 
box; and declaring through the whole ſea- 
ſon, that the ſaid ]. Jackſon had nothing to 4% 
in the concern: were theſe, and many other 
injuries and inſults, too numerous to men- 
tion, no breaches of agreement? 
Mx JAcxso did certainly uſe every means 
in his power, to bring Mr Kemble to a fair 
and equitable accommodation, at the com- 
mencement, and during a great part of the 
ſeaſon. But after he found all was in vain, 5 
and after declarations from the ſaid S. Kem- 
ble, inimical in every ſyllable towards the 
eſtabliſhing a friendly intercourſe ; particu- 
larly his aſſerting, that he would take care to 
run Mr Jackſon in debt before the end of the | 


_ ſeaſon; (a thing very eaſy to accompliſh in 


the adjuſtment of accompts, where there was 
to be no IE 3 and after * affirming, Es 
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to the ſuffic 
the ſaid J. Jackſon, 
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chat if the faid | J. Jackſon was to have any 
concern in the profits, he would ſhut 1 


houſe the moment the rent was paid, and . 
not ſuffer his ſiſter to come down, ſo as £0.” 
age to Mr Jackſon.  _ 


participate-any adva 


TagN indeed Mr Jackſon did tedire 60 n 


the arbiter, in writing, that he could not think 


of giving any ſecurity, or of having farther, 
intercourſe with Mr Kemble ; as believing _ 
the agreement infringed upon and broken al- 
together, on the fide of the. ſaid. 8. Kemble. 
This was on the 18th day of April, which 


could not be called the lateſt hour of the buſi- 


neſs, as the decreet- arbitral was not given till 
Auguſt *. a en of near r four months after. 8 


F 0¹ 'R T HLY The Win was not o on a Mr te licks 105 : 


ſon's ſide, but obviouſly on that of Mr Kem- 
ble, in not accepting of the ſecurity, agreed 


upon originally, and fo ſettled by him, before . | 

his eee from — 6 Fr 5 
MR ele did er the ſecurity . 

originally ſettled, but it appears that Mr 
I after his arrival at Sheffield, had © 
5 Mm es been 5 
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DECREET: ARBITRAL. 


FE ; 


| TirpbrGith; with conſebt of the ſaid 8. © 
5 Kemble, finds the ſaid J. Jackſon entitled to 
one half of the free profits of the Theatre, 
without making any allowance to the ſaid 
8. Kemble, or Mrs Kemble his wife, for their 
performance. 5 ; 
Bor under the ſpecial proviſo, that 1 in | eaſt 5 
the ſaid J. Jackſon ſhall not, within fourteen 
days, agree to implement this decreet- arbitral, 
| and every fart thereof, he ſhall ceaſe to have 
any right to a ſhare of his profits. of the pre- 
ſent year; and in caſe he ſhould afterwards 
acquieſce, or be compelled to perform his 
part thereof, by courſe of law; in that caſe _ 

he finds, that four pounds a-week to Mr 
| Kemble, and the ſame to his wife, ſhall be 
deducted out of the ſaid J. Jackſon s ſhare of | 
oy: © kami of the ON, 1 


i % 


U 


FIFTHLY. 


+ = OBSERVATIONS. | 

a induced to recede from that part of the 
agreement. He ſays i in a letter to Mr Jack- | 
ſon, from thence, I am directed by my 


friends, not to accept of any N but 5 
ſuch as Mr n ha think NN 


How = it appear kd the ſalon bald 
without loſs? The fact certainly was ſo, but 
Mr Kemble has been careful hitherto to 
ſhew no accompts of thoſe profits to Mr 
Jackſon. The arbiter does not fay that he 
ſaw any ſuch accompts ; and his decreet ne- 
glects to ade * amount. 5 

SnouLD Mr Kemble refuſe to pre | 
his part of the decreet-arbitral, the arbiter | 
finds no penalty againſt him. No. uice verſa 


in that caſe, of four pounds a-week to Mr 
| Jackſon and his wife, to be deducted out of, 
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Mr Kemble's half profits. The arbiter takes | = ' 


no notice of, and gives no recompence for the 
loſs and diſtreſs the ſaid ]. Jackſon ſuffered by 


being deprived of his ſalary, at a time when \ 15 


Mr Kemble knew well, that it was the only 
reſource the ſaid J. Jackſon then had, for 
the 885 ſubſiſtence of himſelf and family, _ 
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FIFTHLY. He finds the faid 8. Kemble, 11 
the ſaid J. Jackſon, bound to continue a joint 
concern in the Theatre in ime coming, preciſely - 
on the ſame terms as for the preſent year, 
That is to ſay, on an equal participation of 

the free profits, finding canton for TH > 
mance, c. — 275 | 


And 


5 ſame 
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OBSERVATIONS: 2 


Firrhrr. How can this we be in- 
Seed or falfilled'? The houſe is at the bt | 
poſal of the truſtee for the creditors; it 
was offered by him to Mr Kemble for the 
rent; and refuſed.” He was informed 
that other offers were made, and would be : 
We but he choſe t to remain bent. 9 


THE Beute was chalet advertiſed in 
the public papers both in Edinburgh and 
London, and taken by Mrs Eſten at L. 1000. 
Mr Kemble afterwards offered L. Soo, WIR 
of courſe was declined. 
Can the decreet-arbitral then compel an 
impoſſibility ? Or how is this part of it con- 
formable to the miſſive? That expreſsly ſays, 
if either #nclines, he ſhall be entitled to the 
ſame ſhare in time coming. Does the word 
incline ſignify you ſhall, or can the term option 
be converted into compulſion ? Or, could that 


3 


difficulty be got over, the Theatre is now 


let, irredeemably ſo, and conſequently, either 
of the parties concerned being leſſee, is ren- 
Eered Rd he | 


— p — 


_ HERE 


ö HISTORY: or 


| | FO FRI with his creditors, or -otherwiſe, 5 
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A i Cale thy Bid J. Jecken Thel by 


regain poſſeſſion of the Theatre, he ſhall be 


bound and obliged to communicate the fame 
to the joint concern, upon receiving L.500 _ 


a-year rent for the two Theatres of Edin- ; 
burgh and Glaſgow, or ſuch greater ſum, 3 
ſhall be fixed on by his Grace the Duke of 
een and the N Honourable | 
Dundas. 1 
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SIXTHLY. 
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| Hans, is a ſtretch; of power, according to. | 


_ law. It is no leſs, than the vo 


by violence, L. 500 ear, out t ef the hangs 


of he Fee: e 


Tu IS is 3 in direct violating of the Fes 
mer part of this very fifth article, which fays, 
that the parties ſhall continue © preciſely wy 
on the ſame footing as the preſent year,” 
Now to be preciſely upon the ſame footing, they 


muſt enter upon the ſame terms ; that 1s, a 


| tack of the Theatres at L.1200 a- year rent. 


Or they muſt be put up to roup, and fetch 
what they will bring. If the parties then 
become tackſmen, they will enter upon the 
ſame” equal terms. 1 


Tux idea 2 his Grace the Duke of Hamil- 


ton, or the Right Honourable Mr Dundas, 
becoming arbiters, or aſſeſſors, of the rent of 


a Theatre, is inconſiſtent. They never would 


ſtep forward by a ſtrong hand, to deprive a 


ſet of creditors from making the molt of an. 
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175 0 arion 
1 veſted 3 in them; or to Ne 8 5 ſure· 


ties from making ng their obligations, by. . 
getting the ſame rent for a property, which "2 


it formerly brought; or at leaſt, as much as 
it would fairly and openly fetch. 


Tas 1 . ba meaſure 
ultra wires, as never ſo much as hinted at in 
the miſſive, and conſequently totally out of 
the queſtion. It is alſo obviouſly unequal. _ 


The ſum, which it muſt- coſt Mr Jackſon 


to regain poſſeſſion of his property, will a- 
mount to L. 7000. Of this, by the decreet-ar- 195 


bitral, he is to give Mr Kemble the one half. 


Now ſuppoſe 5 Theatre v was to 1 fold, We, 
and Mr Kemble ſhould become the purchaſe _ 


er, is there any clauſe in the decreet-arbitral, 


that ſhall compel Mr Kemble to participate 


to Mr Jackſon, the one half of the property? 


Where then can be the equality, or the impar- 


tiality, of this part of the decreet-arbitral ? 
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_ SIXT HLY. Finds, that it ſhall not be com- + 
petent to the perſon refuſing to bid for, or 
become leflee of the Theatre, in oppoſition bo. 
the party willing. And repeats, in caſe the 
aid J. Jackſon regain poſſeſſion of the Thea- 
tre, and refuſes to obtemper this decreet- - 
arbitral, he ſhall be bound and obliged to 
let the ſame to the ſaid 8. Kemble, for 2 rent 
of L. 500 a- year, till he ſhall chuſe to take 2 
bg, Joint c concern with him. | 


SEVENTHLY, Decrees and ordains che 85 


party refuſing to pay a fine of L. 500 Sterl- 
ing, 100 and attour r nr 


1 


1 E SCOTTISH: 


az 5 Eid 
. 


0 arten 


SHT: This is rendered ED _ 
the Theatre is. Je land compte (chanefogs; he 
bid for, by one, or the other. The. la 
part of this article is anſwered. itheol Died 
to the fifth count. „ 15 


 SEVENTHLY. It is left to the learned in 
che law to determine, how far a penalty is here 
competent, as no ſuch thing is mentioned in 
the miſſive; and, if conſiſtent with the agree- 
ment, on which fide ſhould the forfeit be 
levied? ſhall it be upon him who has been 
forcibly thruſt out of the concern, and de- 
prived of every participation of advantage 
reſulting therefrom? or upon the one who 
has enjoyed the whole emoluments of the 
ſeaſon, without the ſmalleſt hinderance or 
= moleſtation from the inj Jorg Party EC 
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246 | 1 son r or 


Ir could here be obſerved, chat * ed N 


l part of the agreement in the miſſi "Oy : 
is never hinted at in the decreet-arbitral, vis * 5 
That the profits ſhall be divided weekly, 


No proviſion-1 is'made for, or whe" leaſt notice 
taken of this clauſe. 2 5 | 


Ax D abend, by Mr Kemble's s 0207: 8 


of the agreement, drawn up by his own man 
of buſineſs, and by his own particular order, 
eight pounds a-week, and two clear benefits, 


were to have been enjoyed by Mr Jackſon, ; 
ſo as to have placed him upon terms of equa- 

lity with Mr Kemble; yet, deprived of theſe 
advantages, which, the benefits particularly 
in his ſuuation, could not have been of very 


inconſiderable import, no recompence, not 
the finalleſt acknowledgement, or reſtitution, 
is allowed, or the leaſt notice taken of theſe 


deprivations or loſſes by the arbiter. Can 


this award be deemed rational or reciprocal ? = 


In ſhort, the Honourable Arbiter, inſtead : 


of deciding upon the joint miſſives, between 5 

the parties concerned, has formed an ENTIRE 8 
| New AGREEMENT, compoſed of articles never , 
ſo much as dreamt of by them at the time f 


exchanging thoſe miſlives ; and which, thro' 
its whole tenor, bears not hs ſmalleſt ſimili- 


tude to the true ſpirit of the original contract. 
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Treaty ab Mr Ts. ere ET as 5 

an ace. alue of divided property explained 
—Mr Colman's ſhare of Covent Ke. 
Explanatory, remarks. EM I L6H 


E93 


On : a reperafal x; the Pak UA 3 15 

find it expedient to ſubjoin a few pages, 

not only by way of explanation, but alſo „ 

to add freſh matter, which had either eſcap- | 

ed my attention, or had not ſooner come to 

my knowledge. In my firſt addreſs to the * 
Dean of Faculty, * 6 mentioned Mrs Atchmet ; 8 8 
concerning whom, as the buſineſs had been I 
diſcuſſed before the arbiter, and as my obſer- 

vations to him on that occaſion were intend- f 

ed for his peruſal only, the paſſage,. to a gene 

ral reader, muſt therefore appear ſomewhat 
obſcure, and Forts acre demands. an Ner- 
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Kemble, FLOOR the performers 8 15 Ir 
for the ſeaſon, I mentioned Mrs Atchmet. 


n 


told him that ſhe was not in articles, 
for reaſons I particularly mentioned, and + 
which have been already explained ; but. that ; 
I looked upon her being with me as a 
certainty. Mr Kemble enquired Mrs Atch- : 


met's ſalary. I told him I had propoſed four 


pounds a-week. He replied, it was too much, 


and © hoped in God ſhe would not come; 
for, ſays he, © ſhe is exactly in Mrs Kemble' 5 
and Mrs Whitlock's way, and what ſhall we f 
do with her?” It was agreed upon, that I 


ſhould write, and give him the earlieſt in- 


timation of her reſolves. I did fo. My let= ? 


ter informed him, that the thought the ſalary 


too little. I added, meaning thereby that he 


might have an opportunity, if he choſe i it, of 


making her a farther offer, ſhe war at Shrewf- | 


bury ; - and, in the inſtant, I was not. 2 little ; 


5 pleaſed that I had it in my power to re- | 


heve him from an engagement he chen deem- 5 


ed ſo e a burthen. Nie 
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Ar our firſt. interview ous the orbiter, ; 


when every thing /eemed to be in a fair : 
way of 9 A Kemble unexpec- 
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pany, ee chat f 
Sheffield, which he v ou ae in ba. 
an bour, 1 had expreſly declared, that Mrs 
Atchmet, was engat ed. * pointedly denied 
the aſſertion. The D at the time thought 


the matter of © ihida Juence, as to ad- 


journ the meeting, and to give a <oritten 
orden that the letters reſpecting Mrs Atchmet 2 
I com- 


ſhould be produced by both mewn 

plied“. Mr Kemble did not. f 
therefore which he had hou 
Ree 0 0 
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the arbiter. 85 Mm 3 | 

Pyr 9 e hn. | 

« From a 3 of your 8 and a ſtrong wiſh . 

I have long had; to pay a vilit to Scotland, when you have a 
Vacancy fir for, me, I would be happy to have a ſitvation on 
your ſtage. As to ſalary, we can't differ, as I would leave 


tha oy + to date, 1 equal = compliments 10 Mrs | 


> a ” w 2 
5 „ „„ 5 o 
' OST IS EN rect 8 2 
7 e = 2 


N 7. au. e, 


1 Ar klan, that 1 ſhould behappy e in raten, 
and would give ber a ſalary equal to her merit. I alſo bile + 
it to her option, if ſhe was not engaged in the ſummer, to 
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had by choice declined, having Gen to 
attend to matters of another nature. My 
objection was founded upon very different 
principles; it was, becauſe I could not bring 


myſelf to conſent to a reduction of a rever- 
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* worſt news that Mr Kemble had heard | 


ſince he came to Edinburgh was, that a man 
in misfortunes ſhould be able to compromiſe 
with his creditors, and retain bread for his 
children. To a mind, ſuſceptible of ſo un- 
charitable an idea, 1 ſhould recommend the ; 
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Eſten, with an intention to diſappoint Mr Kem- 
ble's right, v inder the decreet-arbitral ; and 
that: EO had ſtipulated a participation of the 
profits under that * in the ſame manner 


as I ſhould have entitled to from him, 


had he fulfilled his agreement with me; 
I find it neceſſary, in explaining my al 


actions with Mr Kemble, to contradict thoſe | 


reports; and, by permiſſion of the truſtee, to 
recount the circumſtances. attending Mrs 
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ſame time, I muſt declare that had it | 
my power, which it was not, I would not 


have uſed any intereſt to prevent his getting 
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rent, I certainly ſhould. For whatever my 1 
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| Mr Kemble, entered into an agreement with 
Mrs Eſten; and the report of their conduct 
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| ſhed 5 law, mich 1 ſerved for the enter- 
tainment of this metropolis for almoſt thirty 
years, and which he has publickly adver- TT 
tiſed his intention of doing, contrary to the 
exiſting laws of the kingdom, I leave to the | 7 
reader's determination. In order to be en- 
abled to decide upon the ſubject with Prec 
ſion, I am humbly of opinion, that I cannot 
conclude the preſent ſubject better, than by. 
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way to the ſtage, the e 


its future conſequences, and the local popu- | 
larity it ſtill continues to retain, muſt ever 


claim for itſelf; and its author, a Uiſtinguiſh- = 


ed ſtarion 1 in . eg ge 1 

* was gs re bas Wehr as a 
BRAGA: under the title of PA rr and Ro- 
GER. The author“, as is well known, com- 
poſed this paſtoral in che ne 1bqurhood of 
the Pentland” Hills, amidſt chat FIR AL 


plicity he ſo truly nan Some” old 
people, I am informed, are yet Irving in thoſe 


ſequeſtered ſolitudes, who remember hearing 
him Tecite his own verſes,” from whom they 
transferred them to their children, the ſhep- 
herds, which they joyouſly chant, at this 


day, among the ruſtic wok the ng pen 
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N 2 other beautiful Scots poeme, was a bookſeller in the 

£5 front pf the Lückenbooths. He dad a dramatic turn, and, 8 
Ws find, had fome- conneftion with, or intereſt in, che property 
and fixtures of the room in Carrubber? s Cloſe, while it was 


occupied as a Theatre. He was father to Ratatay the ctle- 
brated painter. | 
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about the middle of „% ors „ 
ſcizedz and Robert Drummond printer was taken up. accuſed 
of being the publiſher. The bailies, before whom the matter 


was brought, found; that the poem e ndafous,” 


unjuſtly ta deſame George Dre , Eſq; preſent Lord 
Provoſt of Edinburgh, Waller roſſet, inſpe gor. general of 
che euſtome, Principal Witharr, Mehi"Logan, Glen, und 
ee miniſters of enen ober uf un higher” | 
and. ried "ai "the + fad Robert 6 8 9 
they ordained him to be carried to priſon, and thence, on the 
25th of November, betwixt the hours of twelve and one, to 
the eros of Edinburgh,” there to ſtand bars beaded, with's 
label on his breaſt, inſeribed thus, for printing and publiſhing, | 
4 falſe, foandalows, and deſumatory libel, till all the eopies ſeized 
of the poem, ſhould be burnt by the bangman j then tc lie in 
priſon, till he ſhout give bond to remove out of the city and 
liberties, 890 "ot return 88 ies erling, | 
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Ane che arrangers r- { types, be 
thrown out of employment, were ſome, who, 
by their familiarity with letters, had neceſſa- 
rily acquired the art of reading. They natu- 
rally, therefore, applied to the ſtory books, Jack 
the Giant - Killer, and others, hs found lying 
about, m their-amuſe An edition of 
the Gentle Sbepberd had been printed by 
their maſter a ſhort time previous to his con- 
finement;ʒ one of the copies of that work fell 
into their hands. They ſtudied ſome of its 
detached ſcenes, and at length, vaſſociating . 
with others of their o-,õ n claſs ien 
formed themſelves into 2 compa 
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ang | t till che remainder of the year was 
run; and to be deprived of the privileges of a freeman for a 

_ year." An application was made to the Court of Juſliciary 
for an alteration, of this ſentence, but without effect. He 
was accordingly brought to the croſe on the 25th, and the 
copies burnt before, him; and then he was carried back 10 
piſſon“ w_ 9 Scors Mas, 1747 p. $63, 


* F NE RON 851 q e F * 5 
y * Wo > - * yu 3 * 2 
{ _—_ . * 
9 4 — J ON : 8 5 SE % - 7 
+ - * N 1 
7 4 wh — 1 . 
4 n . 
23 Is F 3 2 * 
n 8 I . 8 0 
8 — 8 8 1 
=" Ry 1 „ * 
4 
* 1 3 * © - 
- K pA 4 * * 
"I , 5 
£7 4 : 4 


B 


tained the ma: 


for -the benefit of Weir mnaſter; ackeye acquits | 
ted themſelves ſo well, as to procure ee 


ſion to repeat it. l bade ities 
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upon party principles, and, at chat period, 

rather an unpopular meaſure, the object of 
the charity had a ſtrong and favourable 
claim to the attention of the populace. On 
the firſt night's: rte of the opera, 
che houſe was crouded in every part; and it 
was repeated ſeveral ſaceallick: nights to ſuch 
numerous audiences, that tiers of ; benches! | 


D Perfome of th e Genile Shepherd, 8 ber. 
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Ir this nn adventitious 1 the 
diſtreſſes of the printer were in ſome meaſure 
relieved, and the finances of the manager for 


the ſeaſon augmented. But a more durable, | 


and general adyantage, was h conſequence 


of theſe repreſentations of the Gentle Shep- | i 


herd, to the Scottiſh. Stage. 


Tur multitude, being thus et as It 
were, by the joint principles of charity and 
party zeal, to the interdicted regions of plea- 


ſure, they were induced to taſte the forbid- 


den PE, and, ROME wich che reliſh, 3 5 
| 1 


1 Mr. = 8 Fg 2 oer ; na 3 over the 
lage e, but they were ranges of ſeats on each fide, from the 


| Rage door to the firſt wing ; ſo that the performers could 


make their emranes and Lit, and the OY work! * the 
centre. 
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with a quarto edition of it in 1728. And it 
was beautifully reprinted, in large quarts, 2 - 


Foulis'of: Glaſgow; 1788; with a variety ©: 
"charadteriſtic tg ts, „Local vi. . my ad a "ſp 
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Tus niece, was 2 moderniſed, and de- 


: corated with an Engliſh garbe; - but, deprived | 


of its native phraſeology, its peculiarity of 
idiom, and its melodious ſimplicity, it ſunk 
beneath the ſuperiority of the original work. 

henever the Gentle Sbepberd i is meant 


to charm, either i in the cloſet, or on the ſtage, 


it muſt he” in . words and airs of ALLAN 
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aut that a third, in that of Laa Bard; or 


were not, ane Rl ingredient 0 by Mr 
Home, is, and indeed, was at che time n. 
leſs to diſcuſs, as they were ſuppreſſed by che 
author, no doubt, with the aſſent of his breth- 

ren, after the firſt night's rmance, and 
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N * Stair, and White of Libert een. 
: + © By him that died on the accurſed wad” was an expref- * 
ion taken nearly verbatim from an old Engliſh ballad, 6 2 
led Adam Bell Clym of the Clongh.” 5 
.. Reliques of Ancient Pf, 
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the appeal, the ſupplicating attitude of the : 0 
imploring matron, with declining head, en- 
tended arms, and uplifted eyes, could not fail Per 
to infuſe into the breaſts of the ſurrounding 
auditors, the mixed effuſions of benignity, - 
and devotional ſenſations, che narural e 55 


1 5 was ; objected . its I ee = 
that its plot had an ' immoral tendency, _ 
and that its cataſtrophe promoted the crime 
of ſuicide. In my humble opinion, in both _ 
thefe points of view, it furniſhes principles yt 
the very reverſe. The only fault we find _ 
imputable to Lady Randolph, was the tak Te 
ing an oath equivocal.” | She ſwore not to 
commit what ſhe had ee committed. She 
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An oath equivocal, chat I ne'er, Waull 13 
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"Fran che 58000 held out in its e kesclal 2 
a pernicious rendency to {clf-flanghter, we loox 
- upon, from the foregoing reaſons, to be equal- T 
| ly ill founded. The act of ſuicide, even up- 
on heathen principles, cannot be juſtified. 
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taſk; and to have been permitted to enact N 
Nor val, with the mother I beheld, would, at 
5 Tt ns have Deen the fulleſt tenen 
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Lady Randolph* ; ; who looked and moved che 
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peculiar tone, with ſome degree of Pe 5 
in the voice, was her only drawback from > 
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in 1718. Mr Garrick's acquaintance commenced with her 
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Cordelia and Ophelia, to his Lear and Hamlet. She appeared 
in London for the firſt time, A. D. 1738, in the Herder ef 
Harry Wildair. : 1 N 
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ern e which, when, an adult, 


2 
. 
+» 
+4 #> 1 
** * 

th AS N 8 
5 3 4 þ G 
a 


—— 


„ May 1% M pond 
a 17. 1 37. 0 Ns £5 
\ 8 


compare. 

Sir Harry Wildair for ſome” year 

never performed* without. great popular 
traction. * was and e of the critics sf © 


% 
= 
55 „ 4 
: f p 2 7 po 5 ; - 1 5 12 - ay 5 
4 x BE CREE 5 4 FEE ge . i #4-;£% * s | Ms 
* : ih . i 4 7 #85 7 5 $ RET 9 7 4 wy / 3 - 5 2 5 5 
5 : oe : | | 
a F | ] 
E. 7 5 7 # 1 "A * 1 1 — 3 A gt 
F $ % 3 6 3 7 4 * + e 4 . * + * ry 
' 3 +I | 84% TOES L&S TLDS hor?” p S 
L 4 b _— wy : 


* 
5 


1 


af} Optra was fr ac. at Dublin, 

| ene admired, that all ranks of people” 8 

; flocked to ſee it. A company of children, under the title . ” : ER 
Lilliputians, were encouraged'to repreſent this favourite piece 1 
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| diſguſt. to thoſe who came with an ire 
to be amuſed, and could yield pleaſure to 


none but the actor, for whoſe benefit they 
were tolerated, and thoſe particular friends 


who aſſembled ſolely to ſerve him. Bickerings 


frequently aroſe at the commencement of the 
play, between the audiences before and be- 
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| tance was allowed at the ſtage door, and Mrs 75 
Woffngton was advertiſed for Zorbariv, euri 
bus to gain u pecp bebind (the eurtain, and to 
be favoured with a nearer view of tlie 4 0 * 
treſs, who had ſo foreibly attracted my at- 
tention in Lady Randolph, I obtained,” what 
I then deemed a moſt enviable ſituation, the 
*Jiberty of ranging at large behind the mo 
.of converſing with: ſome of the performers, 
to whom I had -previouſly found the — 
of procuring an introduction, and of making 
my bow to Mrs Woffington, who, I was con- 
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Jam forcibly impelled to mention a circum- 
ſtance Which 1 was an eye- witneſs of, and 
which I have heard very erroneouſly related. 
Mr Holland fixed upon the tragedy; of Han- 
iel for his firſt benefit. I Was acquainted 
with him previous to his entre upon the 
Rage He was clerk to a merchant in 
8 aca and bort at Cheſwick, in the 
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broad corner foremoſt, as; is generally worn 
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with apparent exultation for the friendly feat 
ſhe had performed, in defending the young 
prince from ſack. a nipping and an eager 
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| barraſſing to a manager—Conſequente of refit 
al. Ar Garrick's general mode on thoſe oc. 
| caſons—Effetts of his Sole 5 
tions to Mr Foote—To Mr Rich. es 
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I” a piece is ſent in for pee Y 
out either probability, deſign, or connection, 
the moment a negative is given, the writer 
of it becomes the manager's profeſſed fore. 
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4 dh attended with a diſguſt towards, and 

| | "(n+ unalterable hatred to the manager. for 
3 ; "re. Thus, in either caſe, he weider, 

1 85 becomes the butt of. pamphleteers, and news- 
1 paper ſquibs, or food for revilers in cheatri- 

| Neal clubs. If any one, at thoſe nightly” meet- 


V Jouder than another. in his 2 os 
8 | 4 _ apainſt the manager, the odds are ten to one, 
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3 excellent as to figure, and ae b 
remar ably ſo as to finging, in which de- 
partment, very few of the vocal line in Lon- 
don could bear a compariſon. Mr Foote, 69 
_ from the deſcription, naturally ſuppoſing | he 
had met with a prize, appointed an immedi- Re. 
ate interview; the agent had no ſooner quit _— 
ted the room, than he returns fomewhat pre- 
5 cipirately, addreſſing the manager with, Sir, : 
—there is one tbingI beg your ans | | 
is one thing, Sir, I bad forgot to mention, and 
which you yy" Ze objeft fo—THE- LADY 186 b 
4 BLACK.” - OH n6- matter,” replied the 
humouriſt; * e | 2vill introduce Lin Roman 15 5 
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pear to the reader, I can aſſure him that 1 = 
had it from Mr Foote himſelf; and I had be- 
fore accidentally ſeen the identical lady, as I 
was paſſing through Lancaſhire, .in the part 1 
of Polly. 1 could not help obſerving to my _ 
friend in the pit, when Macbeatb addrefled _ 
her with, © Pretty Polly, fay,” that it would 
_ have been more germain to the matter, bad 
„ changed che phraſe to Soor Polly, ay. 
. I was informed, that a few Tn We . 1 is 
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4 The man to whom Nature has denied e t 
Senius to compoſe a play or a farce, ma 7 
have abilities to ſtrike out a very e 
ſziire. He who is an utter ſtranger to drama- 
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with a re (A or . with an . 'E 


2 as inputs of theſe e add el 


ol 


ſome emergency reduced to come to the 


point, undecided in his anſwers. Thus, . 
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5 would diſmiſs with declarations to the fol- 
lowing tendency: — Upon my word, Str, you 


have great merit And your conception 


like that laſt ſpeech very well, exceedingly | 


well indeed, Sir—Your voice too—l really - 
think But for this ſeaſon I can aſſure you 
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play, would be informed, that, «Ido aſſure- 
you, Sir, I read your play with a good deal 
of pleaſure It is not deſtitute of merit 
Some alteration in the arrangement of the 
ſcenes, and a few additions to the laſt act, to 
render the denouement a little more drama - 
tic, which might be pointed out And then 


L really think—Hey ! Why now, brother 


George, is not that your opinion Hey! 
Do you think we might not riſk it ?k—— 
However, Sir, if it had all the merit in the 
world it would be impoſſible for me to make 
room for it at preſent, or even for one or 
two ſeaſons to come. At ſome future pe- 
riod, when I am ed from the engage - 
ments I have made, I might perhaps find an 
opening; and, as I obſerved, Sir, with the al- 
terations I could point out, I xno not but 
your piece might merit a trial. I am ſorry L 
ſhould be ſo ſituated at preſent... But prior 
engagements, you know, muſt be kept. Good 
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. from his viſicatts, with all det Je 
ie! with which his nature was ſo plen- 
tifully furniſhed, he forbade his door to be 


opened to them again; leaving the reſult of 


his Hal, yea and half nay declarations to the . 
hae of accidents, 3 Rh YO 
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IN al 0 daſs the ſpecified pe- 
cs came round, from inclination, ſituation, 
or circumſtances, the parties were differently 
_ diſpoſed ; and conſequently, peaceably and 
* ſpecioully got rid of. But if either the one 
or the other happened to be poſſeſſed of per- 
ſeverance and fortitude, ſupported by any 
degree off perſonal intereſt*, the complaiſant 
expreſſions of the manager were conſtrued 
into a promiſe, which, after a variety of de- 
lays and excuſes, he was obliged to make good, 
and by that means, compromiſe with, the < 
r . at che expence of his judgenlent. 
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great perſons, whom it was not prudence to diſoblige, ſome - 
times came in, with a high hand, to ſupport heit pretenſions * 
and then cout que. cout ated it mult be! So when the ſhort | 
life of this wonderful nothing was over, the actors were 
perhaps abuſed in a preface for obſtruding the ſucceſs of i 1 
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Px Arts, ab I have dy- xperienced 

in one of the moſt momentous erm of 2 

my life, he either never examined into its 

merits, or delegating the exerciſe of his ideas 

upon the ſubje& implicitly to another, reſted s 

 hisadgcifion upon an erroneous report. ge 
that as it may, after Mr Garriek had been 1 

informed of the ſucceſs of the play at Edin- 
burgb, and when he alſo underſtood that the 

author was in treaty to bring it a 

vent Garden, he offered to receive it at Dru- 25 
2 Lane; J gs 1 propofal was rejected; 1 
he cand nfeſſed, through the reniahn | 
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ed both authors and actors with a great de- 
gree of non chalont. The laconic correſpon- 

dence betwixt him and Mr Quin is well 

known. The latter, having taken offence 5 5 
ſome of the manager's arrangements, or think - . 
ing himſelf ſlighted, by his ſilence at the =; 
commencement of the ſeaſon, in one of his 
conſequential and ſullen moods, vrrote to Mr 135 
Rich, and had an inſtant HO . W 
letters run verbatim. thus 
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him, one of the Miſs: Rich's, and his fried 


Bencraft, one evening, when! a 8 


g þ nuſcript play with you, I believe three months 
ago. You aſſured me you would read it the 
firſt opporruniry. I cannot help thinking 
the time long: 1 am, excuſe me, Sir, a little 
anxious 8 it; and ns as I have done 
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eke, | As ct is the caſe; Sir, I der you 
will return me the ee and T ſhall 
not again - break 0 your repoſe, or 
* ) inte rupt your amuſemen i 
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Rich. Oh to be fure, Miſter; I have no 
wiſh to retain it. Here, Thomas. Look in 
- to the drawer next the window, and give Mr 
What's-his-name his play—You will know 
your own, Miſter —How ſtands oy game, 15 
Ben? Seven to five, and hearts trumps 
There's the e De Miſter, I 
bur _— 1 8 can Ow 1 
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Author, Sir, wa play is is not here. 
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Rich, 1 it not « ?—Why & 4. Miſtbr; W 
and chuſe Turn them over again, and take 
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next aps yet, refuſing to venture the: off. 8 
ſpring of his brain, its firſt born too, in a | 
ſuſpieious company, it was at laſt procured; | 

and the author withdrew, not without” evi 
dent _— of eee ene 5 


5 0 CANDIDATE Sechs bude, NPR 
fired to repeat the celebrated ſoliloquy in 
Hamlet, began, to-be, or not lo-be. Rich very 
gravely replied, « Toby may be a very good 
dog, Miſter, but Toby will not do for me. 
You need not therefare ab rourſelf any 
en Miſter.” ee 


20 CIRCUMSTANCE, not very diſſimilar to 
this, happened lately to myſelf; A ſt = 
from ths Wes & of Set wild co perform. | 
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of Othello before che Senate. being queſ- 


tioned by the manager, e or not he 


could ſing, he anſirered | in the negative.” 3 4 


am glad of it, replied Mr Rich; It is. a 


good ſign. he cannot ſing, and yet you are 8 
ſenſible, Miſter,” addreſſing himſelf to me, 


that no one underſtands an emphaſis bet- 


ter, or is more familiar with the propriety of 


expreſſion, the tones, dignity, and rounding . 
of a ſentence. I would not give a farthing, 
Miſter, for a man that ſhall attempt W ; 

that can ling.” 9 ; ” 


= Moſt potent, rave, and reverted | Scigniors, 
10 My very noble, and approv'd good maſters". 


« There never was one able to turn a tune : 


| that could _ ee my friend Walker“: : 


but 


. Walker ood unrivalled Fu F 
His countenance was manly and expreſſive, and his deport- . 
ment and action gave a wonderful effect to tyrannic rage. 


| He knew no more of muſic than barely- fioging in tune. 
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of vengeance, on his parting with Aralta „ 


e 8 LY NN Sate ay re enge. . REI 5 | 
The Tartar is my bane 3 Ii cannot * other: wander 
„ Still ſhall we hate, and with defiance deadly; 
0 alive, till one be loſt for ever.” 
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Turkk is A bung Repeat in dhe as RS. 
| pofition of man, that hankers after ſitüa-. 
tions in his purſuits through life, which 
nature never meant him to fill. He is there= Wo 
by goaded onward” through the bent of his 
own miſtaken ee 115 hn a to aim af 1 
Ke e attainments, * Pn rot HH A 


- In no Rub is this urin more Rrong 
7 evinced, than in the profeſſion of an actor. 
e EG. 
His admired ied in ſuiting e N 
and according to Mr Rich's report, I have always formed to I 
myſelf; in idea, ſuch an acting ſinger in the 1 of Walker, . 
as when I beheld Mr Digges in the fulneſs of his powers. 8 
Walker's Macheath was chiefly followed for the humour, ; 
eaſe and gaiety he aſſumed in the part, which, more than his 
| voice or muſical talents, ſupported the Beggars Opera in its, 
vriginal run. The temporary pun upon this piece was, 
that it made Nich gay, and Gay rich. Miſs Fenton, after- 
wards. Ducheſs of Bolton, was the Poly. Walker had an; 
unfortunate turn for inebriety and- diſſipation; and died in 
low Firguanligneny, in Ircland, I the PRs 1744. 
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- fock 1 the buſkin are 8 worn 

with equal dignity and eaſe by the ſame per- 
ſon. There are ſuch a variety of natural and 
acquired requiſites neceſſary in the different 
walks of the ſtage, that equal perfection thro” 
the whole is rarely to be found im an indivi- 
dual; and we ſcarcely remember an inſtance, 
where performers, male or female, poſſeſſed 


an inferior talent in any one line, that ther 


b 4 not e attach themſelves to wand 


Ms Cr BER, the bed ag * 
che laſt ſchool, wiſhed: to leſſen thoſe unri- 
valed powers, by obtruding herſelf upon the 
town in comic characters. Her firſt Conſtan- 
ia, and the Widow Belmour, undermined that 

fabric of excellence ſhe had reared a few: 
nights before in Fulict and Alicia. 1 


Mx BROWN, fo well remembered by the 
frequenters of the Theatre of Edinburgh, for 
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„ This adreſs, whoſe t tones of voice were ſo Oe "IR of 
all the tender paſſions, and was by nature formed for tragic 
repreſentation, was unaccountably deſirous of acting cha- 
racters of gaiety and humour, to which ſhe was an abſolute 
ſtranger; ſhe had no idea of comedy, but ſuch as implied a a 
Ge Res of childiſh ſimplicity.” | 

Fin or Garnier, V. . p- 187. | 
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his inimitable performance of the 9 : _—_— Boe . | 
lain, perſiſted in believing, to the day of his- 
death, that tragedy was his forte; and mare : 8 g 
rather to perform his Richard and Chamont to 
thin houſes, than to exhibit, to crowded ben- 


ches, his attractive comic talents, ſo juſtly 1 
apo ion the- comedy "of au 


- 


Amp: Mr Rich: [mbo cues beak i TR ? 


guin, who was the firſt machiniſt of the age, 
and in which line he has nat yet been equal- 
led, would have preferred performing the 


paz t of Cato, with ſix people in the pit, to ex · 
hibiting in his natural caſt, to conſtant crowd - 


ed and overflowing houſes ; e he pat 
| lone could n of the bra. 


— 


Monz than once, upon entering his box i 


the corner, and beholding the houſe crowded 


to the repreſentations of Mr Barry and Miſs 
Noſſiter, have I heard him, in a low, but ſatiri- 
cal tone, exclaim, “ What, are you come? Much 5 


nn may it do a e not a. taſte,” 


' Hin hed leg . licitous for os 3 


ſacceſy of his, actors, either in wagady., ö 
222 comedy, 


\ 


364 \ HISTORY OF 
Ay; a he had an inexha 
within himſelf of never-failing attraQtion ;. 


_ hike fund | 


for from the firſt night of a new pantomime 5 
announced by him, he was certain of e 8 


ed W till 8 en of the 3 


1 HAVE than cleft; ata the in- 


; troduction of his Harlequin Sorcerer in 1717, 


to the magnificent ſpectacle of the Corona- 
tion in 1761, during the run of which he 
died, there was not one of his productions 
that did not ſucceed, having been perform- 
ed at leaſt forty or fifty nights ſucceſfively. 


« Such a profuſion of fine cloaths were e, 


_hibi ted i in the laſt mentioned ſhew, of- velvet, 
ſilk, ſattin, lace, feathers, jewels, pearls, and 


a variety of ornaments, as had not been ſeen 


upon any ſtage. The ſcenery and muſic 


were correſpondent to the grandeur of the 


ceremony, which was diſphyed to crowded. 
houſes for Near two months together“. $0, 


Mu Mans Aiſtinguiſhed in the play-bills _ 
by the name of Eun, was the fon of Mr ö 
Chriſtopher Rich, patentee of Prury Lane, 

who cultivared. and encouraged finging ad 


* « 
- 1 yy 4 
ak dancir Thy 
. f 5 2 
* 


. 


Life of Garrick, V. I. p. 330. 


5 rng . rern perform 7 Thea- 
tre. In this; che fon ſeemed to ee 
rited the a tachments of the father, Which 
perhaps were heightened by an ineffectual 
attempt in ſome principal tragedy charac. 
ters. Diſappointed in that walk, he there- 
fore had recourſe to the cultivation of the 
e Wee was e to his nature. 


Hs ſelefted Gon ah PR fables, ſ rt. 
ves ſtories, ſuch as Orphens and Euridice, Per- 
Eur and Andromeda, and the Rape of 'Projer- 
pine, and mingling with them groteſque and 
riſible characters, compoſed: that motley kind 

of entertainment, known by the name of 
Pantomime, in which he was eminently ſacs 
ceſsful, having a head to invent, with ſtrength 
and agility to execute changes and decep- 
tions the moſt ſurpriſing, and almoſt incre- 
dible to a beholder, eſpecially at firſt ſight. 
And notwithſtanding the abſurdities and im- 
probabilities with which they were made up, 
they never failed in their attractions; for, 
however the grave critic might rail at and 
ridicule them, he would not fail to rene ẽã his 
| viſcs to os at their fooleries ; and altho* he 
= Fx con 4 
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ee e ee 


was diverted, he laughed, he knew not why, t 
but he did laugh, his thoughts were deluded, 
; and the * of merriment thus ee, 


4 « „aon | ſucceſs . . the | akin canes | 
ſays Cibber, 1 ſprung forth that ſucceſſion of 
monſtrous medleys, that have ſo long infeſt⸗ 
ed the ſtage, and which aroſe upon one ano- 
ther alternately at both houſes, outvying, in 
expence, like contending bribes on both ſides 
at an election, to ſecure a. majority of the 
multitude. But ſo it is, truth may complain 
and merit murmur with what juſtice it may, 
the few will never be a match for the many, 
unleſs authority ſhould think fit to interpoſe, 
and put down their poetical drams, thoſe gin- 
ſhops of the ſtage, that intoxicate its auditors, 
and diſhonour their underſtandings, with 4 a 

| levity for which Lv want a name,” | 


Ir Iam aſked, (after my contains theſe 
fooleries myſelf ) how I came to aſſent, or | 
continue my ſhare of expence to them? I have 
no better excuſe for my error, than confeſ- 5 
ſing it. I did it againſt my conſcience; and 
bad not virtue . to ſtarve by oppoſing 

2 multitude, . 


Ou 3 a at bie Un 


of Rich, then lately deceaſed, 
1 When Tun appear'd, with matehleſs ug awd whim, 


He gave the pow'r of ſpeech to every limb; de Be 


4 'Tho' maik'd and mute, convey'd his quick; d, 

And told in frolic. geſtures all he meant. edd 53 
Sh But now the motley coat, and fword of wing 5 

I, * NOpnY a _ ny * . To 


45 
Mx Ricn's executive facuite were 


their wane before I went to London ; 1 there- 
fore never ſaw any of his public exhibitions; 
but I have frequently beheld him go through : 
detatched ſcenes in his dining-room, and 
upon the lawn at Cowley; particularly has 
catching the butterfly, and the ſtatue ſcene ; 

and on his laſt revival of the Sorcerer, I ſaw 
him practiſe the hatching of Harlequin by 


the heat of the fun, in order to 1 out the 


2 x5. p. 300. deen e ace, Eng 


* . 


powers, found it neceſſary to call in the aid 

of pantomime : in one of them he introduced 

a ſpeaking Harlequin. In a prologue - to it, 
he paid the following tribute to FIND apr 5 


* 


23 a * = 
* — — a 


.z6k | 4 5 an. .-BISTORY- or 


buſineſs to Miles, who, tho” moſt . is 
the line of dumb ſignificance, found itno ß 
* ne to Fecal the leſſon he had att him. 


by Fo. 


. 775 


Tuts e e was 4 6 in a 


his ſtanding upright, to his quick Harlequin 


trip round the empty ſhell, through the whole 


progreſſion, every limb had its tongue, and 


every motion a voice, which « ſpoke with 


molt - miraculous organ, to the underſtand: 
ings and ſenſations of the ane, W 

Ir was in a former feprefcnation of this 
pantomime, that his name became eterniſed 


40 facet Rich! 355 calm he fits at Uh 
„ *Midſt ſnows of paper, and fierce hail of peaſe 3 . 
And proud his Miſtreſs orders to perform, 
« Rides in the whirlwind, and directs the ſtorm. 
The foreſts dance, the rivers upward riſe, 


* Whales ſport in woods, and dolphins in the Kies; by 


« And laſt, to give the whole creation” grace, | 
Lo! one vaſt egg e human race®, 5 


Aufpsr 


e 261." ieee Rich 1 Me Jede Kicks 
maſter of the Theatre Royal in Covent-Garden, was the firſt 
that excelled this way. - Duxcian, B. III. p. 1729 


{ 


| ſhew, From the firſt chipping of the egg; 
his receiving motion, his feeling the ground, 
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ee in the pantomimical buſineſ 
temporary writer deſeribes his "4 


of Columbine as moſt graceful and affecting. 7 
His conſummate {kill in teaching others to e- 


preſs the language of the mind by action, was 


evident from the great number of actors he = 


produced to fill up the inferior parts of h AL 


| mic ſcenes. Pantaloon, Pierrot, the Clown, and 


all the other various characters, he formed him- 


ſelf; and to his inſtructions we owed a Hip- 


piſley, a Nivelon, a La Guerre, an Arthur, and 


a Lalouſe; nn W in theſs * | 


TORRES mummeries. 


53 + IR, 


Apa: a ne of fingularicie, mb 


commonly attendant upon great genius, and 
high ſpirits, he poſſeſſed a crowd of virtues, 


which ſuperabundantly over-balanced his 


harmleſs oddities. He was an affectionate | | 


huſband, and a' tender father, juſt in all his 


dealings, loved conviviality, and a friend; and 


was charitable and humane. His acts of be- 


nevolence, and neighbourly kindneſs, are yet 


freſh in the memory of many of the families 
in the EO. of args and Uxbridge, 


Ar Rich's numerous admi ed ex- 4 
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Eber bis loſs, was felt and regr 
where a long liſt of penſioners were 
hind him to lament his los. 
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"he — of the A's anti Rane 4 in - 
the Canongate Theatre, occaſioned by the ng 


of Culloden—On the performance of High Lift 


Beloꝛo Stairs—Bad ect: of admitting fliran- 
1 gert behind the ſeenes—lts cuſtom abol hed ; 

© Decifion of the Lords, reſpecting difturbances 3 
in the front of” the. bouſe—In "favour of the 


| i maxgger—Conſequencer of theſe regulations. 5 


Ox my „ in 8 Fa 5 
my firſt ſeaſon in Edinburgh, the tragedy of 
Douglas, © ill barping upon my daughter,” was 
the theme of my ſong, and Young Norval, of © 
all others, the part I was fond of, I deter- 
mined, therefore, upon that, as my opening - 
character. I provided for the purpoſe, 
before I left eh gt a N dreſs, 
accoutered, cap-a- pee, with a broad ſword, _ 


ſhield and dirk, found upon the field of Cul- 


loden. But here, as uſual, freſh impedi- 3; ; 3 
men aroſe. Lord Bute's adminiſtration, | 
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from cauſes unneceſſary here to enter upon  - 
was become ſo unpleaſing to the multitade, 5 
that any thing, confeſſedly Scotch, awaken- 
ed the embers of diſſenſion, ad. fed the 
flame of party. Mr Garrick therefore put 
a direct negative, at once, upon my appear- 5 
ance in Dog lat; and, as on a former occaſion, 
Oroonolo was ſubſtituted in its place; for even 
to have performed the play of Douglas would 
have been hazardous, and to have exhibited  - 
the Highland dreſs upon the ſtage, impru- 

dence in the extreme. Could I have ſuppo- 
ſed at that period, that I ſhould live to ſee the 
tartan plaid univerſally worn in the politeſt 
circles, and its colours the predominating 


faſhion among all ranks of e in che me- ? 


tropolis? xs, POOR 


To ſuch a height of prejudice were politi- 4 


55 cal diſcuſſions at that day carried, that when 


a tragedy, written by the author of Douglas, 
approved of by Mr Garrick, and upon the 


: point of being brou ght forw ar d, was un der- EOS 


ſtood to be the production of Mr Home, 
ſuch. remonſtrances were made againſt It, - 
merely from his being patronized by Lord 
Bute, as intimidated the manager from his 
purpoſe. . The e was informed by Mr 
LEES ” Garrick, | 


TRE Eg e 5 1 9 
— bo 
- ee eee ee ee. opted futhetz 85 
: he could not poſſibly venture to being i. it out. 2 
Mr Home immediately complied; kechioght - Ko 
the name of the play from Rivene, the prin- 
cipal character, to that of the Fatal r 
very; and prevailed upon a friend, then a 
ſtudent in one of the univerſities, I believe, 
Cambridge, to profeſs himſelf the author, 
who, as ſuch, acquired the freedom of * 
Theatre Royal of Drury-Lane ; and, E am in- 
e We it to this . e, ed ths 


. 8 was - and wre 5 
_ received; but either the real author, or 
ſome of his friends, being unable to keep the. 
ſecret any longer, the truth came out, and 
: after the twelfth night, Mr Garrick was 
: threatened with having his houſe burne 
down, if he did not an ay ſuſpend the 
performance of the play; an an injunction, 
with which, however unreaſonable, be 
Wanted it adviſable to TRI: 8 wk = 1 


* : ; > 
ws * 


Mr PE in his PRE upon the 
chencrieal occurrences of the city of Edin- * 
burgh, obſerves, that it will be neceſſary, to N 
take notice of certain | incidents which Rad. + 

"been © 


OT. ts rout: er 


"ks 5 58 wack egg hed High Life - Below 


mitt in the cones of , | 
＋ eſe were, ® the riot of Culhgen, the diſtur= 


Tas laſt, we. have 1 wedelt 


dwelt upon; the preceding ones are ſo mi- 
nutely deſcribed, and we truſt with ſuch a 
diſtinct accuracy, that we ſhall tranſcribe 7 | 


JONES. in eo author s own. words. ie 


£ 4 
% 


rene ths. ores yaa e divided 8 


ſpectators frequently diſplayed in the Thea 
tre a ſpirit of political diſſenſion. Upon the 


anniverſary of the battle of Culloden 1 749, 
this animoſity roſe to a height which threat- 
ened conſequences of a ſerious nature. Cer- 

tain military gentlemen who were in the 


| play-hou ſe, called out to the band of muſic 


to play Culloden. This was regarded by 


the audience as ungenerouſly and inſolently 


upbraiding the country with her misfor- 
tunes. Reſenting it accordingly, they order- 
ed the band to play, you're welcome Charles 


. | 8 CN prongs ang" 


„A tune e in lube to commemorate as : battle 8 


* near that place. c 
1A bong 4 in the oppoſe intereſt, 


a 2 1 
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figs”: Aeg I hy cl ef. 85 
tain who had dran t Pretender on to his . 


raſh attempt, n to join him with 


his clan, and who, upon the Prince's landing, 


inſtead of 


raiſed his clan, it is true; 


filling his engagements, Joined | the royal : - 


army. This young gentleman, leaping upon 
the ſtage, to diſplay” che zealouſheſs of: 118 


loyalty, ſlipped his foot, and fell flat upon 


the ſtage... The ſpectators being tickled with 
the circumſtances, an immenſe peal of laugh⸗ 
ter burſt through the houſe, which exaſpe- 
rated the indignation of the officers. Mean 
time, fiddle-ſticks being unable to cope with | 
poliſhed ſteel, the muſicians fled ; but the 
military were not long able to remain maſ- 
ters of the field. They were aſſalled from 
the galleries with apples, ſau boxes, bre 
forms, in ſhort, with every thing miſſile that 
could be laid hold of. The officers at once 


conſulted their ſafety, and went in queſt of 
revenge, by quitting the ſtage, in order to 


attack the galleries, which they ſtormed 
ſword in hand. The inhabitants of theſe 


upper regions defended them! lves ſwore the 
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———— hard; 
of the quarrel, with cher poles artacked the 8 
er ee he: roar, why 


.* 7 


5 1 


„ EE, e 
0 r no ci of any . 


quence happened in this fray; and, to pres 
vent ſimilar diſturbances, bills were next dax 


poſted up, wherein it was notified in large, _ ; 


rubricks, that, for the future, the band of 


muſic was not to play any tunes at the deſire 
of the audience, oo ſelect ee en 5 


. che nee hr ee ee 


« ABOUT twenty years ago, the « practi 
of giving vails to ſervants. univerſally pre- 
vailed through Scotland. Nothing can be 


conceived meaner, on the part of a maſter, 
than permitting his ſervants to be paid by 


ochers than himſelf; nothing more inhoſpi- 
table towards gueſts, chan — them, i in 


a manner, to pay for their entertainment. 


Nothing can tend more to make ſervants ra- = 


_ pacious, be, and profiigate, th than allow 
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1 HISTORY: or = 
the cold, nor induced to N 1 8 
cent ale-houſes, while they waited for their 
maſters, the humanity of the gentry n 5 
vided that the upper gallery ſhould | 
Frais admiſſion to the ſervants of Fant per- 
ſons as were attending the Theatre. Yet, 
did the only part of the ſpe 


were admitted for nothing, den to for- 
bid the entertainment of their maſters, be- 55 
cauſe it expoſed the vices of cheir own orden 

No ſooner was the piece begun, than a pro- 
digious noiſe was heard from the footmens 15 
gallery: they were ordered to be ſilent, but 
ineffectually. Many of the gentlemen diſco-— 


dectators, which 


vered, among this noiſy crew, their indivi- 


dual ſervants. When theſe would not ſub- 
mit to authority, their maſters, aſſiſted by 
others in the houſe, went up to the gallery; 5 
and it was not till after a battle, and that the 
fervants were fairly overpowered; and thruſt 
out of the 8 80 4 eee Wer beten 85 


0 i 0 4 6. ; ** 
. 7 4 , 


ro; «So 8 an n inſolt nike it e ne- 
ceſſary that the ſervants ſhould be deprived 
of the freedom of the play-houſe, which they 
had fo groſsly abuſed, but that the practice 
„FVV 


\ 


—— „ = 
county of Aberdeen had the merit of being 


nor alles: ahoin ec to receive: any money 

from on viſitors, under the name of drink- 

to augen e wages. Men were 8 hz 
ed by the gentlemen of the county of Edin- 


burgh, by the Faculty of Advocates, and 


other reſpectable public b 
rogers e E: 


Tuo 3 eee ao 


during my. management, which * 
bee deeming en, fn notice. 


Ir had Hooks) a cuſtom, 1 5 These 
came into my hands, for gentlemen to pro- 
cure admittance at the ſtage door, who moſt 
generally ſought it under the impulſe of in- 
N The green- room was conſequently 
open do a variety of viſitors ; and the ladies 

akg an. liable to che obtruſions "x 
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5 Aer, was impeded, and the ener- nters 
ſperſed with objects viſibly actuated by in- 


toxication, and, of courſe, at war with the two 
galleries, which interrupted the performance, | 


and gave offence to the ſober part of the 


houſe. To theſe intrufions, I rank it ne- 
* inftantly to 1 8 a ſtop. N 


* 


Tuts en was Parse in 1 e 
ry at both houſes in London. Mr Garrick 


firſt threw it into ridicule, in the perſon of 


the Fine Gentleman, in his farce of Lethe, ſo 
happily hit off by Mr Woodward“; and af- 


terwards with a ſtrong hand aboliſhed its ex- 
iſtence, I myſelf ſaw the ſtage door of 


* 
2 hs 4 a 
F Drury bon. 
* 
* 
On 5 * 


Fine Gent. I dreſs in the evening, 8 41 do ri 


gine, to be divencd with the Gong bet intrigue, and ſhew 
myſelf—1 ſtand upon the ſtage— talk aloud and ſtare 
about — which confounds the actors, and diſturbs the audi- 
ence. Upon which the galleries, who hate the appearance 


of one of us, begin to 5, and cry of, of — While I undaunt- 


ed ſtamp my foot ſo—loll with my ſhoulder thus—take ſnuff 8 
with my right hand, and (ile ſcornfully—thus.—This ex- 


aſperates the ſavages, and they attack us with vollies of 
ſuck'd oranges and half. eaten pippins.” „ 


Lern, p. 18. 
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— of fun, as they: were- pleaſed to term 
it, or the kicking up a duſt Ind the The- 
atre, to behave, en any 3 7 7 : 
a riotous manner, to maltreat the door- 

keepers, if they dared to oppoſe them, and 
carry it off with impunity. One of theſe 
gentlemen, for wantonly ill treating one of 
the ſervants of the houſe on his poſt, and in 
the exerciſe of his duty, was ſecured, and re- 
tained in cuſtody till he procured a perſon 
to be anſwerable for his appearance the fbE/ | 
lowing day. For this his apprehenſion and 

detainure, becauſe it had been put in execu- 
tion without the aſſiſtance of a peace-officer, 
was I, as manager, proſecuted by the offending | 


| party for hs uf imp e as he ae Or | 


| Tux cauſe was One” alt DRE 
my favour, by the Lords of Seſſion; when, | 
an injunction was delivered FORE" the | 
by the late Lord m. That whene _ 
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8 thi e ee anc ſervants of 
che bouſe ſhould be inſtructed to apprehend 
the; delinquene, an deliver him up to the. 
ay very juſtly s das eee . 
be thrown into confuſion, the groſſeſt irregu- 
larities committed, and the offender fled, be- | 
daran te wenn —_ if not en e 


N aforeſad grievances, 5 theſe means, 


vere effectually ſuppreſſed. So ſenſible are 


the audience of the advantages derived frem 
the ſcenes being kept clear, that, I am con- 
fident, if a ſtranger was now ſeen between 
the wings, they would not. ſuffer. the play ta. 
proceed till the object of their diſpleaſure 
ſhould be roms {YG ſervants at the 

oy | doors. 


This geievanca cannot A 48 deſcribed. than.i in the 
words of Colley Cibber. - « Thoſe idle gentlemen,” he ſays, 
« ſeemed. more delighted to be pretty objects themſelves, 
than capable of any pleaſure from the play ; who took their 
daily ſtands where they might-beſt elbow the ator, and come 
in for their. ſhare of the . auditors attention. In-many. a la- 
boured ſcene of the warmeſt humour, and of the moſt affec- 
ting paſſion, have I ſeen the beſt actors diſconcerted, while 
theſe buzzing muſquitos have been fluttering round their eyes 


PER ee ce * 


firuation in which} they are ſtationed 
the audience are permitted, wirhout 


tion, to enjoy thoſe I fo” which : 


| | 1 
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Bur e hs removal of. ee 
theſe grievances yielded comfort to the per- 
formers behind the ſtenes, and the latter difs 


fuſed ſtillneſs and quiet before the curtain; 


both the one and the other àffixed a rooted | 
nong a certain 
deſcription e mens whole farcurie-tveniing 

purſuits thoſe regulations had reftrained/ = 

And I have good reaſons, to ſuppoſe, frum 
after conſequences, tat the old adage of, 


diſlike againſt the manager, a | 


med ee r ee 2 


5 cars. 3 PLD . more coplons upon this I 


that it might be judged, how tuch it ſtood us upbn to bite 


got tid of thoſe improper ſpectators I have been ſpeaking off: | 
for whatever regard we might draw by keeping them at a 


diſtance from our Rage, I had obſerved, while they were ad- 
mitted behind our ſcenes, we but tob bffen ſhewed them the 


wrong Gde of our tapeſtry; and thus many a tollerable actor 
was the leſs valued, t it was known COTA ava | 


he was made of-” CMS 
| e cus f. 305 
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No man is 0 his Rüde age n no ma- 


nager without his enemies; ſome muſt conſe- 
quently have fallen to my lot; and the num- 
bers of the latter were not diminiſhed by 
the regulations before ſtated. The beaus 
being denied their evenings lounge behind 
the curtain, and the bucks deprived of their 
noiſy freedoms in the front; they reviled the 
cauſe of their forced compliance with or- 


der and regularity, and their voices of courſe, 
in all other reſpects, ran counter to the mea - 


ſures of the manager. He was cenſured for 
accidents which were out of his power to pre- 
vent : He was blamed for things he had ww 
and condemned for things he had not done: 
for, right or wrong, with thoſe who were pre- 


determined to be e bis arran angements 
muſt be MANN, V: 
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„ s KE GT. XXI 5 
Tu 20 ; colifanire at the ſame time in Edinkurgh— 
 Effefts to Theatres formerly in London 
In Dublin. Liſis of the two companies in Edin- 
| burgh—Diſcuſſions before the Lords of Seffion | 
— Their interlocutors reſpecting the Theatre 
Reppin Billington there. e 
Tas preſent ſeaſon, 1793, having commen- 
ced before I had it in my power to lay the 
foregoing ſheets before the public eye; and 
a a circumſtance more momentous - to myſelf, 
the Theatre, and the Public, than any thing 
that has formerly occurred in the dramatic 
line, having recently taken place, I think it 
_ neceſſary to comprize, at leaſt the out-lines of- 
that event, within the limits. of the profits | 
wah. | 


M 1 from the Hom 1 0 Nabe „„ 


decreet-arbitral apon the mutual miſſi yes of 


November 2. 1791, already inſerted, and ex- 
ra = preferred a claim to perform in the 
F city 
F 3 „ gee page 203. 3 | | s 


a 
1 - * "4 60 
3 ; . Ss 
8 2 * 
- Fe Rs W 
| $5 * : N 
* 1 


— — ==. — 
— 
—— J 2 — 


27 


— 


3 
4 
N 


"_ — 
„ 


— — 
2 TI 


% 
_ 
#7 


— —_— - 


—— — 


x 
6 
1.4 
1,480 
'2 


-— > 5 wh. 


—— 1 
1 


- 3 * 
— * = 


o = 
- = . a. — 
CHA £26 
TED _ — — 
3 


1 
2 
C 
U 
44 . 
4 
4 p 
1 
= 
— 
+5,% 
. 
__ , 
. 
2 1 
FI 
3 
4 4; 
wa; 
I 
oy 4 
oe 
1 x 
227 bo 
+}, Org 
l + * 
1 0 
Þ 
n 4 
dls 
:* It 
49 
i 
_—] 
L 
7 
= * 
2 * 
A 
z 


tinued to be opened for five and roenry | 


years. 


Tun ſuppoſition bo, two Theatres exiſting 


in Edinburgh, even increaſed as it is in- ſize, 
and the number of its inhabitants, cannot for 
a moment be entertained by thoſe who are 


the leaſt nn, in "ge matters. [ine 


Two chat 4 in . ciry. 1 8 
within the preſent century, were ruinous to 
each other. Cibber, on this head, makes the 


following declaration: “It may be worth the 


public obſervation, if any thing L have ſaid of 
it can be ſo, that one ſtage may, as I have 
proved it has done, very laudably ſupport jit- 


ſelf, by ſuch ſpectacles only as are fit to de- 


light a ſenſible people; but the equal proſpe- 


city, Hof Edinburgh, 5 af the Thea- 85 
tre Royal. With this intent, he takes the ö 
Circus, and advertiſes to open it as a Theatre, 5 
in direct violation of the laws of the land, 
and in contempt of the King” 8 Royal Patent; 

under which the exiſting Theatre had con- 


7 ; 


rity of 7700 4s wk ways Þ mars] . a CO ; 


ſhort duration *.“ 


A THEATRICAL 1 


22 alle Cibber, p. 274. 


** 


TAE scorrian 31 AGE. 


A THEATRICAL rivalſhip i in my time, took. 5 

| place” in Dublin. Moflop in Smock-Alley, 55 
: and. Barry and Woodward, in a new Theatre 
in Crow-ſtreer, were the contending parties. 


The exertions of friends on each fide, ſup- 


ported the rival honſes for a time; but the 

reſult of the oppoſition proved, in the end, the 
ruin of both. The legiſlature at length inter- 
fered, and the. dramatic amuſements, by an 
act of Parent, were confined in n city 
to one Theatre. 1 


Tur 8 Wen at is Theatrs Royal 
of Edinburgh, commenced on Saturday, Ja- 
nuary the 12th, under the direction of Mrs 
Eſten, in conſequence of her leaſe for a year; 
Mr Williamſon having been ppointed act- 
ing ne | 5 20 | 


| Panc Y, Earl of Narthomberlind 4 7 mu- 
ſical entertainment of the Highland Reel, were 
the opening pieces. Mrs Whitlock, an actreſs 
of eſtabliſhed merit, made her firſt appearance 
on that Stage, in the part of Eluina; and 
Mr Whitlock, late manager of the e Re 
| ore of Newcaſtle, in F Part Raby... 


"1 
Tax following liſ at that period compotd 
the company. 8 
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; Meſſrs Witfon, 4 Mes Whi dock, Hs 


eee, ͤ Witral 
- 04 een, On  Rowſon, © 
'Scriver, - | Charteris, > + 4 
ey ao 
ft Baker, 471 4 255 B aker, | 
„ Baton, , ee 

r Ms Fontenelle, © 
4 Bland jun. RY — Harley, e 
c — "ON Mi Jack bb. DE 
Meadows, F 
Charteris . 

Charteris uu. 
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Meſs Middleton, a principal cragedian, and 
©" Bowden, in the vocal . 
were enga ged for a certain number of nights. 
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the Theatre Royal, at t 


leafs, it now appear nt that he wa 
determined to perſiſt in ſetting up a rival 


Theatre in Edinburgh; for which purpoſe ws 


had agreed with the very numerous prop 


tors of the Circus, for a leaſe of chat ſubject, 


as a proper place for carrying on the adven- 
ture, with a conſiderable party to ſupport him 


in the project. A proteſt, therefore, was im- 


mediately taken againſt Mr Kemble, intima- 


ting to him, that to act there for gain was 
equally again law, and againſt the rights of 
the Theatre Royal of Edinburgh, and that 


the truſtee for Mr Jackſon and, the creditors, 
was diſpoſed to avail himſelf of all che powers 


the law might flor for as uch a 


meaſure. 5 0 910 


TRIES | 


SOR f * . 
Mu 8 e bis pur- 


poſe, and 5 about the middle 5 of [ January, 3 ad- ; | 


vertiſed that he was. to open à Theatre upon 


the 21ſt. A bill of ſuſpenſion and iotenick 85 


was forthwith prepared for the r 


and preſented to Lord Swinton ele. up- 


on the 19h, in order to prevent Mr Kemble's 
pProceeding to execute his purpoſe. 


es * . T STAGE: 385 
Tuben Mr Kemble had removed from 


"A Dit 
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ER ©. 


* Iv 4.8 - 
wy * * 


* nISsToT Or 
A DECLARATOR of truſt was alſo raiſed 


againſt the patentees, in order to have the 


| pdtrimonial right in the patent aſcertained, 
and the executed ſummons was produced 
along with the bill. Mr Kemble, on the o- 
- ther hand, thought proper to preſent a bill of 
ſuſpenſion, praying for a prohibition againſt 

being troubled or moleſted 1 the reſpon- 
dents, | | | 


Mu AN time, he prepared to follow up his ad- 
vertiſements, with exhibiting thoſe theatrical 
performances he had fo repeatedly announced: 
The alterations of the Circus were at length 
completed ; the ſtage was brought forward in- 
to the area which had formerly been uſed for 
equeſtrian exerciſes, the remainder of that place 

forming the pit, which was incloſed with a 
ſemicircle of boxes. The whole was fitted up 
with conſiderable expence, in a ſhewy theatri- 
cal ſtile; and on the 2 1ſt of January the houſe 
was opened, under the name of the New 
Theatre, with the comedy of the pl and 
the farce. oh. poten 75 ml rf 828475 


Er e Bo, 
or THE « COUT ANY" NY. THE eines, 


veſts Kemble, | yy Mrs 1 5 
4175 Lee-Lewes, 1 Lee-Lewes, 8 
Woods, lan 6 


8 Archer, | 5 | Rubery, | 9 0 18 ; 


Swendall, . 
. ,, e 
C. Kemble, Mi Ne,, 
Siddons j jun. . Satchell. 


| Sparks, „ 
f i, Os 
1 Moreton, „ 
„ 
Rubery, 
Crew, 
Price. 


1 Lord Quilicasiys — heard > 


counſel upon the bills of 


reſpondents produced the letter of Mr Dun- 
das's ſecretary “; but the Duke of Hamilton's 
original conſent having happened to be miſ- 
laid, it was denied upon the part of Mr 
Kemble, 


Appendix, No. XXIII. 
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Sm mSTORY 0 
Kemble, that. any ſuch conſent had ve 
given, although his own agent was polleſſed - 
at the time of the Duke' s letter, Ggnifying | 
that his Grace had given the conſent in queſ- 
tion to Mrs Eſten*. In theſe circumſtances, 
the Lord Ordinary did not chuſe to grant an 
interim interdict, but took the cauſe to report, 
and ordered memorials. In the mean time, 
the Duke of Hamilton wrote the following 


| betrge to Mrs Benner : : 


} 


, 


Ponds) 2 if 8 1793. 
1 Hav conſented to Mrs Eſten's acting 
under the patent for the Edinburgh Theatre, 
in conſequence of the leaſe ſhe has obtained 


from Mr Jackſon's truſtees, | 
3 * HAMILTON. and Braxpon.” > 


© On the other * the annexed letter 
from Mr Dundas was produced: 


My LorD, Wimbledon, 224 January 1793. 
I HAD determined to take no part in the 
preſent diſputes about the Edinburgh Thea- 
tre, and it is ſtill my wiſh not to do it; but if 
any advantage is taken of any ſappeſed con- 
ſent given by the Duke of Hamilton, I au- 
I 55 thoriſe 
| See Appendix, No. XV. 
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THE scorrIgu STAGE. 3987. 
Lordſhip, the Lord Provoſt, and, : 


cboriſa you Pr 
the Dean of Faculty to 95 in my name, as 


you think moſt expedient far the general, 5 5 
tisfaction and amuſement of the town of . 
Edinburgh; ; and whatever 700 de, 1 at 


n of. Aud an, Gree Chan. 10 


Geisned) | Huvny, Donnas,” | 


44 11 


Taz application; upon which this letter 1 ö 


obtained, does not appear, nor upon what 
grounds the gentlemen mentioned in the 
above letter proceeded in exerciſing the diſ- 


_ cretionary power thereby committed to them. | 
This much, 'howeyer, i is certain, that they did 
not fallow out Mr Dundas 8. original inten- 


tion, of hearing parties in che firſt place; for 
the reſpondents . were not called before 


them, nor any enquiry made concerning 


the authenticity or date of the Duke of Ha- 
milton's conſent, or notification thereof to Mr 


Dundas, nor into what had been done 1 in re- 


liance upon the verbal and WARREN intima- 
tion from Mr Dundas, that he Was not to 
| interfere. In fact, as carly as che 8h of Sep- 
tember, Mr Kemble had the be 
dence that the Duke's conſent \ was diſpoſed of; 
and if he concealed” this eircumſtance from 


Mr Dundas, in his after communications he 
VC certainly | 


ſt of all evi- 


ag Es Bs ps eee 
FP c · c 


a HISTORY: „ 
8 K e was guilty of an improper diſguiſes. | 


The following document, however, was forth- 
with copmurnieatet to the along; | 


i © Edinburgh, 28th Fane: I 29 3. 37 
As authoriſed by the Right Honourable 
Henry Dundas, we hereby conſent to Mr 
Kemble acting under the patent for the Edin- 
| orgs Theatre, (Signed) Ro, Dundas, 25 
HENRY Fa 
"THOR ELDER.” 


Mr MORIALS were . upon the 29th * 
nuary, and on the 6th of February, the follow- 
ing interlocutor was pronounced: The 
« Lord Ordinary having confidered this bill, 
and memorials hinc inde, and heard parties, 

4 procurators fully thereon, and adviſed with 
« the Lords, paſſes the bill on caution, and 
« prohibits and diſcharges the within Stephen 
" Kemble, or any perſon acting under him, 
« from opening any Theatre for the perfor- 
* mance of plays, interludes, or other enter- 

tainments of the ſtage, within the city of 
„Edinburgh, or ſuburbs thereof, or within 
4 20 miles of the ſaid city, all in terms of the 
" ſtatute roth of George . 45 18 


e 
9 See Arpeadie No. XXIII. and XXIV. 
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NM KeMBLE: reclaimed, and the Lords ap- 


pointed his petition to be anſwered on Thur 5 


day, February 14th, which order was aſter- 
. eee to 8 * e 


An the bai, a Sd petition was 5 : 


in in by Mr Kemble, offering, on the interdict 
being ſuſpended, to conſign the profits of his 


houſe, to be afterwards diſpoſed of by Mr 


Solicitor, the ſenior counſel for the reſpon- 
dents; and this was followed with a minute, 


f 


offering to refer to the ſame gentleman the 


terms of an arrangemnt for the winter. To 


theſe propoſals, Mrs Bennet and Mr Playfair- > 


conſented proviſionally, till Mrs Eften could 
be heard from; and the Lords ſuperſeded 


adviſing the petition for a fortnight. Mr 


Solicitor forthwith directed the interdict 
to be ſuſpended in che mean time, and the 
profits of the New Theatre to be conſigned, 


ſubject to his diſpoſal, But Mrs Eſten hav- 


ing taken advice in England, upon the print- 


ed papers in the cauſe, which were tranſ- 
mitted to her, ſhe, agreeable to- that advice, 


determined to rely on the judgment of the 
Lords, and directed her counſel to prepare 


anſwers accordingly. 


— —— 
— — — ————— _———— 
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i bp ES E e were ſubmitted i in ball. 


ence to the appointment of the Lords; and on 
Thurſday, February the 26th, the cauſe was 
reheard, and the former interlocutor confir- 


med, which finally decided this important 
_. queſtion. before the Lords. By this 1 
the Theatre Royal was eſtabliſhed in its na- 


tural and ancient privileges, and once more 


| opened with the fulneſs of its powers. 


Ar that ene onus. the res : 


harmony were regaled with thoſe delicious 
| banquets, ſo richly and luxuriantly furniſhed 
by the inimitable talents of Mrs BiLLINGTON. 


Her engaging mode of expreſſion, her won- 
derful execution, and her extenſive compaſs 


of voice, are not in the ſcope of language to 


deſcribe ; they muſt be heard, and felt, before 


any adequate conception can be formed of her 


captivating powers. 
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N ou „n the . 1 
general. Natural propenſity to dramatic repre 5 

| ſentations—T heir eſtimation among the anciens 
Origin of ſtage prejudices —Robin Hood's Fa 

| play. Popular in Scotland. Diſturbances in 
Edinburgh attending their ſuppreſton.— Stagg | 

exhibitions vindicated—Their e Beix | 

utility. 


CO CCC 


1 our various reſearches on the pre- Exe 
ſent ſubject, occurrences have ſtarted, and 
ſuggeſtions ariſen, ſubſequent to the formation | 
of the early part of this work, which, how- 
ever out of time or place, near as we are 
now drawing towards a finiſh, we cannot 
forbear ITY up to the reader s view. . 


e \ 


Tas origin of the "OM and Os” thro! 
its infancy, are nearly as inexplicable, and as 
much involved in darkneſs, as the organiza- _ 
tion of thoſe ſtates, in which the light of the 
rh exhibited its firſt dawn. Theatrical | 
ws, ideas, 5 


898 HISTORY: or XY 
: PAY uy a b incentive towards cheir ex- 
hibition, ſeem to be inherent in man; which” | 

impregnate with his nature, and ſhew them- £2 
ſelves in a rude, or more poliſhed ſtate, as the 

people, by whom they are cheriſhed, make _ 
advances i In the refinements of evilieation;” 2 


Tun "EM 1 1. hi5 naked 4 
ence, with brandiſhed /omahawk, enacts his 
recent bloody feats, and with expanding fea- 
tures, deſcribes the. tortures of his proſtrate 
captive, expiring beneath the foot of the ſcal- 
per. 


Taz Arcadean ſhepherds, with their hooks | 
and oaten pipes, in alternate ſtanzas, chant 8 
out their rival ſtrains, in praiſe of coy, but 
lovely Daphne, while the liſtening ruſtics de- 
cide the conteſt, and preſent the bay. | 


Tu E FAC the att the accom- 
pliſhed auditor, feeds his dramatic impulſe 
upon the conjunct efforts of action and elo- 
cution, aided by. the coſt and pageantry of 
dreſs, with the charms of ſcenic ſpectacle, or 
the notes of ſome ſyren's magic voice, accom- 


panied by the enchanting ſounds of a full 
band ; 


/ 


* 
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band; and pays the ad Nirec Lexhibi or for the 
exertion of theſe "wes n be envies 
end applauds. 8 55 


"am E STE 8 e man 


0 


ot faſhion ſays, © You ſmile . to ſee me 1, 


complaiſant to one whom. I pay for his viſit; 
now, I own, I think it not. enough barely to. 
pay thoſe whoſe talents are ſuperior to our 
own, (I mean ſuch talents as would become 
our condition if we had them). Methinks 
we ought to do ſomething more, than barely 
gratify them for what they do at our com- 
mand, l becauſe their fortune 18 below 
us“. Es. 
Tur firſt attainment of ſtage method, We 
have any knowledge of, was among the 
Greeks. Had the whole of the works of 
Ariſtotle been extant, we ſhould have been 
favoured with a diſtinct account of the au- 


thors, actors, and performances, from the 


firſt formation of dialogue, to the t time of 


that celebrated genius f. 5 bo 

: ” THEsPrs 
bs Conſcious, Lovers, p. 40. i 

+ K We called Aitecrexcn. The author, the famous Arif. 


totle, flouriſhed in the time of Alexander the 9 ; he was 
1 to that * warrior. | | 
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e en OF: 


Tuxsrts 3 is generally allowed to have 1 . 
the father of the ſtage. Aſchylus*. fon 
and added to its improvements; and Sopho- 

cles raiſed it to that height of perfection to 

vhich it arrived in that more poliſhed æra of 
thoſe enlightened ſtates. It is certain, how- 
ever, that there were players long before Theſ- 
pis. This aſſertion we are enabled to make from 
the declaration of Plato. From Theſpis tc to 

Aſchylus, a ſpace of an hundred years, we 

know very little of the progreſs of the -dra- 

ma. Horace furniſhes us with the principal 

information, a 

66 Poſt bs perſonz las 3 h honeſtaæ 


« Zſchylus et Modicis inftravit pulpita tignis, - 
"Ee docuit magnumque loqui, nitique cothurno,” 


A. Pokr. I. 178. 


F HomER is ſtyled by Arifiotle a compa 
of dramatic c ; and by Herodotus and 
n 5 


8 He writ ninety plays, of which ſix 2 remain. He 85 
was killed by the fall of a tortoiſe, which an eagle val f 
againſt his bald pate, miſtaking it for a ſton. f 

ö Var. Max. 2 12. . 10. 3. | 


+ He wrote one ade and 8 plays, ha ol | 
ſeven remain. Lucan ſays he was choaked with a grape Kone, 


t wiymou Spaparinas rxoiots 
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NESS 1 * 


"THE. SCOTTISH STAGE. 2 SE 
Strabo | we are told, that the elder Phrinicus | 
was. ſucceſſor to Theſpi pis, and that there were I: 

: plays* written by Epigenes and ache; ks 
anterior to Maine N 5 


* 
7 


93 


2 
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W e e Faw" fe writers. 
and performers. of them, were held in the. 
higheſt eſtimation by the Grecian ſtates. If 
they formed no part of their religious cere- 
monies, they were, at leaſt, looked up to wich —— 

a great SO. 75 veneration. | 
rats; 3 Midos go 8 war 
againſt the Athenians, becauſe che numbers 
of tragic poets and writers of plays who re- 
ſided among them, would affix a ſtigma upon 
him and his family, Whack could never be 


erazed. 


860 eiche were . ds chat Oy 
been raiſed for the exhibition of their drama- 
tic ſhews, that it required the {kill and credit 

of a Demoſthenes, to broach, even a hint to 75 
the people, that the theatrical W ſhould 
An be 


1. e ven | ; ; 


"+ FRY: Alczus, Phrinicus, j jan. ce —— 
rus, n e N. | | 


. 4 


2 
* — 
+ 
3 
1 . 
: i 2 Ms 
P Mk... , * * 


„ Ats ToRNT or 


be pelt to the ſervice of the ſtate, by a. 
* uſe of it grind dom war. E ES 


« Was it me, 0 Ades who Kid ch a, 
the money raiſed for the exhibition of our 
plays ſhonld ever be laid out for che neceſſa- 
ries of the preſent war ? No, no, Jove the 
Thunderer bear me witneſs, I would not ſo 
2 8 incur the indignation of the pan 5 


Ir I a ide not the leaſt 4 | 
in the courſe of human events, that a profeſs 
ſion ſo revered by the poliſhed Greeks, adop- 
ted by the accompliſhed Romans, cheriſhed 
by the members of the church in the Chriſti- 
an æra, and now the favourite amuſement of 
the Britiſh iſlands, which form the moſt power- 
ful and enlightened empire upon earth, ſhould 
have ſo funk in its dignity and eſtimation as a 
ſcience, at any intervening period, as to have 
had its members deemed outcaſts from ſocie- 

ty, and in ſome parts of the world, not to 
have been allowed internen in conſecrated 
ground. 


4 
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* Firk Olynth. 
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SOME legal reſtrictions were indeed laid 
upon the. actors, eren by the Romans, for 
which we have the authority of Horace and 
Tacitus; but theſe were levelled more againſt 


the profeſſors, than the profeſſion itſelf, 


which they highly venerated. The former. 
of theſe authors informs us, that after trage- 
dy had. reached perfection, N fi ucceeded. 


„ Sed in vitium libertas excidit” 


5 And 6 now the comic muſe again appear'd, 
% Nor without pleaſure and applauſe was heard; 


But ſoon her freedom riſing to exceſs, 


0 The laws were forc'd her boldneſs to Darn. 1 be By 


10 And when no longer licenc'd to defame, 95 
40 She finks to flence, with Morn = pon”, 7 
| . f 
In the Neigen of Francis the l 0 547), an ac- 
cuſation was exhibited againſt a company of 


actors before the parliament of Paris, but that | 
was not in conſequence of the unlawfulneſs or 
immorality of the profeſſion, but againſt the 
ignorance and inabilities of the performers. 
« Gen non littrez, ny entendus en wee af- 


fairs. 


* Fran. Hos. v. IV. p. 247. 


| 


J mae sf 
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1 4 3 common people, as wah DPS 
from theſe plays, would publicly and loudly. / 
mock the actors, and repeat the words the 


5 players had pronounced wrong; and the au- 5 


dience would ſay, in contempt of the per- ; 
formers, the Holy Ghoſt on: not com e 
down ny! chem“. My es 1 


Wr aſt wok Lat a different quarter 
for the ſource of that i inveteracy of prejudice 
formed againſt the profeſſion of the ſtage, 
formerly ſo prevalent, and N has . 7 f 

e ceaſed to exiſt, 

WIrn 3 primitive fathers of the church, _ 
under the wing of whoſe brotherly ol ; 
dramatic compoſitions had been nurtured, -” 
the objections to their continuance, it is to 
be preſumed, originated. By them were laid 
the ground - work of reproach both againſt the 
frequenters and exhibitors of ſtage ſhews, then 

| ; A De : in 


»Le commune peuple, retournant deſdits jeuſe ſe moc- 
quoient, hautement, et publiquement par les rues deſdits, 
jeux et des Jovers coutra faiſant quelque langage impropre, 
qu'ils avoint ou y deſdits jeur, ou autre choſe mal faite | 
oriant, par deriſion, que le 8. Eſprit n'avoit point voulu 5 


deſcendere, et par d'autres mocque rois. 
PanLiauent Renis, 


ded upon Pagan mythology, were 
conſequently. exploded as the groſſeſt abo- 
minations; the Joves and the Junos, Ap- 
pollos and Venuses, let down between the 
cloudings in their celeſtial chariots, were ex- 
een e * TT 97471 


Tux cry againſt a e in which » are 


10: be bei e 


man underſtanding, and which, if properly 


conducted, muſt ever be acknowledged as 


the moſt rational amuſe ement for the relaxa- 
tion of the mind; where inſtruction and 
pleaſure, the utile dulci, are interwov en, and 


may mutually be reaped, muſt have been 
raiſed from different motives, and from claſs 


ſes of men very Pan in their views. 


y 


TR nd g ignorant, "od ah . | 
Ggning intelligent paſtors, at once began the 


3 the one ſought to reform and direct, 


f 


4% 1 HISTORY. or 


che bar to o miſlead and e The 1 


mer class, -who through a conſcientious zeal, 
had carried their ſcruples, even ſo high, as to 


believe the having peruſed an epic poem in 


; the days of their youth, an abomination be- 


fore the Lord, pronounced all kinds of dia- 


logue, and every ſpecies of ſpectacle, except 


thoſe of religious inſtitution, and within the 


walls of their cloyſters, as ſinful and profane. 


The latter, who ſought more ſtrongly to im- 
preſs the truths of their e by e ö 


gar, Spd GONG: from A dis play of re. 
lics and of ſacred ſhews, deemed thoſe of lay- 
dramatiſts as injurious to their conſequence;} | 


and hurtful to their profits. But, both the 
firſt and the laſt, for theſe different motives, _ 


were unanimous in the extermination. of 8 1 
devoted object. The whole round of the 
drama was interdicted, its compoſitions ana- 
thematized, and the exhibitors marked with 


| A BRAND \ impreſſed deep i in the face of ehe 
profeſſion, entailed upon its poſterity, and of 


which, en the e of che ſcag ia | 
1 a ts worn 


— 


a | dot, 1 ſkin  continces an ro be - 5 
N TY e e N 


tin, — mee a moſt (crying fn; * = 
and in the midft of this his inveteracy 4. 
ainſt the ſtage, to ſuch height did he carry : 
his religious zeal, that he moſt earneftly im- 
plored forgiveneſs of his Maker, for having 5 
in his oy, years' ) cog 17 bor tots as to © have ei 
read dn rn | 1 | 


K A 
* $ 


Fad : 
— 


b A5 3 Ne Sade be | 
| Sade, he joined 3 in decrying ' age perfor- 
mances, declared, The Tale of the Antipodes 
to be only an idle ſtory, a ridiculous ro- 
mance* ; yet theſe, the great luminaries of the i} 

church, who have. been ſolemnly canonized, + ; 
and from whoſe opinions che W of 

„ 


. In 4 year. > our Saviour 743. . Archbiſtop of 
Mentz met with a treatiſe concerning the Antifoder, written 
by Firgiliut, Biſhop of Sa/!/bourg ; away flew the over zea- 5 
lous Archbiſhop, firſt ro the Duke of Bohemia, and from 
hence to Pope Zachry, who, by virtue of his infallibility, con- 1 
demned poor Virgiliu for an heretie, becauſe he was the el 
author of a hook, which broached ſuch moſt damnable docs 
trine. : Ans or THE Duan, 5 . 


FN e re 5 iag 


| Hon: rradition-holders, to. You wenge: : + 


and that their V 


were eee and 5 0 to the 
| Wu of falſe all 2: e 


— 
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+ 
7 


c 0 Agri cheſs: very . Arbe of 
little leſs than players themſelves ; they were. 


guilty of many deviees, exclufive of the tricks - 


of the Cybils, to endeavour to prove che trut! 
of a religion, which, like the ſum wanted on- 


1y to be ſeen to be reverenced for zi ts brights 
neſs“. . 55 1 LES 3 TOI 5 N N 5 


A” [ 1852 8 


uz E a. endow 4 we nature. „ 
3 5 for dramatic u 208 


* 


* Let the 0 if be hands, W Cauſabon's g exerci- | 1 | ; 
tations upon Baronins, Blondel on the Cybils, and the eres 5 


of Pope Gelaſius, who prohibits counterfeit prophets, coun- 


terfeit goſpels, and counterfeit acts of apoſtles; all of which . 


ſcenes, and many more, theſe reverend reformers, the fathers, : 
played'upon the minds, of the norant; and ated religious 5 
chicaneries as groſs”. as s the greateſt errors of the moſt unen. 
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8 cent tradeſmen. They had with them, as is 


| proficed vy itinerant actors and De met . 


| preſume, tiled ES Is was com boſec 
of young men, farmers ſons, and thoſe of de- 


cuſtomary, a Clown, the ancient Fool "the. 15 
Hall : He had on a patched Jacket ane” TUNG, 
8 ſers, * a fox's tail-to We ape” Wb 


** f * 15 s % 


ih plans OF 1 comp | 
of Harleguin Plat. with a father, dau ghter, 5 
and two lovers. The fool of the hall carried 


off the lady, to he joy of the ruſtic audience; 
5 the father was ene ang "One lovers : 


"+ 4 


$ 
made hap) - ; 5 5 s Y 2 e * 5 "30 
» ee Ce. „ . 93 
a f . bs * "FI 
8 ” " k . % Gs . * 3 7 2 
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Tux F 50 kind |; 


Tur . ee his faggering - 
of a drunkard, with his glaſs and bottle; 
and the- concluſion, or farce, was a com- 
pound of ſome tricks of the fool, who was 
1 ſuppoſed to be killed ; and after being tum - 

_ bled about in different poſitions, frightened 
his companions from the Cs whoeh cy : 
Har ent © 
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a t together in 40 open 


leaders, Robin and the ſquire, with: a 1 : 
party as yeomen, were choſen from an 


+6 LT. ION 
Br this choſen band; he FI of B Robin - 
Nec followers Ho * 
* m, his Ig he Biſhop 
an oak in Baraſdale, his conteſt mich the | 


1 af that favourite and celebrated * | 


1 "(Sorts » were e Fan a 1 15 
Gay; or feſtival ; and ſo wedded were the po- 
pulace to this daily. amuſement, that the 
churches were left empty by their parithion- 
ers, who. crowded to pay: ack — to 
Robin Hood. PFC 
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oe” "BE | 


| n N as K. June 0. 6d. 6 4 
DT ' ordained, that in an times comm 
Job, Abbot of Un-reaſon, Queenis of An, nor ume, . 


nouther in burgb, nor- to Jandward, in onie time to. cum: 


2 gif ony provoſt, baillies, councell, and communitie, | 


of fik {all tine their freedome, for the ſpace of five never, ; 
and otherwiſe, fall be puniſhed at the Queenis grace will, and 


- the acceptar' of ſik like office wall be baniſhed foorth of the 
realme: And gif ony ſik perſones, ſik as Robert Hude, Little 


Jebn, Abetis of Un-reafen, Ducenis of Maii, beis choſen out- 
vith burgh, and uthers landward townes, the chuſers fall pay _ 


| to our ſoveraine ladie; ten pounds, and their perfones put iu 


waird, there to remaine during the Queenis grace pleaſure : 5 
And gif onie women, or others, about ſummer trees, ſingand 


makes perturbation to the Queenis lieges, in the paſſage 9. 5 


throw. burrowes, and other landward townes,. the women 


perturbatoures, for ſkafrie of money, or otherwiſe, fall be ; | 
taken, handled, and put upon: the. 5h utes of everie bangs. . 


er TOWne, 
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8 city nd committed robberies upon 

| ſtrangers, and one of the ringleaders being 
e for FEE whe the mob attacked | 
them, battering the doors, and pouring ſtones | 

thro' the windows. Application was made 

ro the deacons of the corporations, to appeaſe 

= - tumult. : e r uncon- 

chis anſwer, 

1 e 4 Council Regille 15 v. w. 5. 4. . . Ons - 

1 | F Knov's Hiſtory, P. 270. „ 0 
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Tu King havi 
company of comedians to act in Edinburgh 
„„ city-clergy exclaimed loudly in their he? 
mons againſt dramatic entertainments and 
3 e e neee 
> 2 2 7 | e 
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aftars | in their ſeſſion, and forbade the people: 
to attend the play-houſe, on pain of church- 
cenſures. This was certainly carrying the 
thing farther than it ought; for the ſtage, 
unten proper regulation, may be made no 
auxiliary to the pulpit; beſides, what=" 
ever contributes to make life glide harmleſaly 
on, is at leaſt not criminal. The RO 
and fair, though they did not dare to diſ- 
obey their teachers, yet every where vented | 
their indignation againſt their monkiſh auſ- 
terity, while the King, who juſtly regarded 
the prohibition as an inſult on his preroga- 
tive, called the members of the ſeſſion before 
him, and ordained to annul it. 91.68 
_ they unwillingly did the day after, and the 
ene became more crowded chan everꝰ. 5 


Ar a more recent period, e ILL RM wa} 
the years 1718 and 1730, 1 hear of a Theatre, | 
under the direction of one Tony Alſton, in 
a cloſe on the north fide of the High Street, 
3 ws A Mrs. Millar, at that. 
era, was eſteemed: a capital actreſs; and 
was alſo a very ee woman. Mr Weſt- 
combe was the principal comedian. The 
Ef Ces ed FT 8 3 ſcheme 


Hy ws 


* Maitland's Hitory of Scotland, v. 1. P. 1250 
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is | nirory of 


ſcheme x was 5 ſupported by annual cialis { the 


T3 2F2 5 


ſcribed for by the favourers of the drama ; N 


| but, as uſual, met with diſapprobarion from 
its declared e n 


nn } A ; * 4 4 410 11 
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35 ice were the Ns 25 1 0 5 
latter days, and ſo enflamed the minds o f 4 
their zealous and gloomy followers, againſt 
all kinds of meetings, for recreation or a- 
muſement of a public nature, that, about the 
beginning of this century, even at an aſſem- 1 5 
bluy for dancing only, the company were al⸗ 5 
faulted, and the doors of the building per- ; 


forated with red-hot ſpits. 35 , 
$2 EY e 9 187% 


: "Turin Principal e to the | 
bliſhment of ſtage performances were, That : 
they held out allurements dangerous, 1 
youth : That they gave offence to the pub- 1 
lic at large, by their tendency | ro licentiouſ⸗- - 
neſs: And that they w were injurious to the | 
1 | E-1 is t ooh 9 

We ſhall not, in 4 to theſe allegations! 
launch out into that detail of argument, which 
naturally preſſes upon the ſubject: Suffice it 
to obſerve, that the ſtage, which has made a 


part in the entertainments of every A 
| 8 | zed 
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| 200 ſtate, | when ſer in competition. with 5 
their other amuſements, as vehicles of in- 
ſtructive and rational tendeney, cannot poſ- 5, 
ſibly ſuffer in the compariſon. And a, 
from the frame and conſtitution of the 
minds of men, relaxations are neceſſary, 
thoſe of the ſtage, after the cloſeſt inveſti- 
gation, muſt be favoured with a preferable 


exiſtence, | 


8 people, of every denomination, if 
inclined to be idle, will eaſily find excuſes 
from buſineſs or ſtudy; ; and we appeal to 
the directors of youth, either maſters, | pre- 

ceptors, or fathers, whether they would not 
rather prefer the beholding their pupils at 

the Theatre, where people of rank and be- 
ral profeſſions, capable of enforcin 8 reſpect El 
and decency by their preſence and example, 

may approve or explode their conduct, ra- . 
ther than hear of their immoral conduct at 
more dangerous meetings, where they have 
no reſtrictions over them, either from a ſenſs 
of er or ſhame, „ | 
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1 . believe: lik / dibepby ui moſt exthr: i 
five-work/aq that plabe, in hib he che r 
| employment; eo not defii:vthinoo-bands, be 
DR; aſrared melo that whenevef his, peoplenwutre 
jnelined to relax he cn Htantly recαõ,p˙mend- 
ad it tomtbemo tog 107 the play for then, 
aontinued he, I am ſure of ſceing hem in 
chef morninqꝶ / ſoher and pleaſed: Whereas, on 
the other hand, if they were to make a St 
Monday at fodt- ball, fies, ar Akittles, they ; 
| adjourned) to che ale · liouſe in ſtheoevening, | 
8 and ſeldomi appeared 101 cir buſineſs: the f- 
_ lJowing:day; or perhaps for days aſtar.¶ 1 Men- 
_ tionirizythis/! circrimftance; lately to ar- 
chant from the fame towny L was aſſured, 
chat the above ſemiments wert thoſe of the . 
manufacturers, in general in that digricb 
biet sd jon blyow Voll b sino von! 
Wa will not! cotitend{} 1 chat exceptionable 
Actions and paſfages do not frequently exiſt 
upon the ſtage But the audieiice have ar 
coniſtantiy in their! eye to correct them: r 
if there were no purchaſers of ribaldry, there 
could be no retailers of it. Alas!” ob- 
-ſerves Colley Gbber, {5 0 PSG MTI 
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cre) that t palace, | to ſometimes 
poul things intrude not?” © SHAKESPEARE. | 
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td the depraved taſte of che mul titucle 
whom caſual follies are the moſt Tn” 
commodities. Why ſhould we wonder;ithat, 
time out of mind) the poor comedian, when. 


real vit would bear no price, ſhould deal in as 


what would bring him moſt ready 


3 


Bur chieſe Überties, which the author ſo 
N e of in che bomedies of his 


ther repreſentation; and; Scand; that, 


reer e ee days 
produced, wirh che paſſages 


they: mene they would not be ſulfered- 
onc moment to exiſtl The reformation chus 
vrought proves the truth of Colle Cibbers 
aſſertion, That the cotruptign of che The- 


atre is no diſproof of irs inirate and primative | 


N Orr. 34} 19 tes ra, on 51% 3179111 I 
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THE $00TTISE STAGE. „ | 
* Bur 1 cannot allow them to impeach t 8 
eſſion, while they are ſo ee oe on 
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PW PEA APE 10, ; believe, that ſhould. we 5 
incline to ſport. in beures, and indulge in 
. calculation, we ſhould find i 4 no difficult taſk . 
TY aſcertain, by, proof, that the ec of 50 $5 
ren. reſcntations 3 re e the reverſe. 5 1; 


N 5 
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8 pie Beab for 8 e 204 exify 
tence of ſociety, has neceſſarily placed man- 
kind in a ſtate of ſubordinancy ; and every 
individual deſerves 1 well of the community „by. 5 

living. up t to the rank in which he has Ja 
placed, _ V loney expended by the rich flows | 
into the pockers, of the tradeſmen, for the 
| purchaſe of Clothing,, and the furniſhing, their 1 
equipage # = tables; from thence 3 it deſcends, 15 
to the ſupport of che poor, by being paid for 
their labour, e FE e e % N 


in 1 


conſumprion, | 


pr 4exs of amüſement occafion an tn? E 
of expence, which, yielding employment and 
conſumption of goods for the ſpinſtreſs, the 
weaver, and the cloathier, the deſcending ad- 
vantages e in the relief of "thy 
| poor. EE 3 | 
85 „I 1 1181 f PLL Tc 8 ; 
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ly! e perbape than many others: 
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For there th "x the Frequenters of the e 8: Heries 


[21.443 


being fewer i in proportion, their e exf penees 3 
leſs, and the, advantages accruing t 0 che 


er order of people conſequently larger. 11555 . 


1103 


actors, it ſhould be obſerved; are ſuch cono- 
miſts as ta become rich: The whole regeigts 
of the Theatre, th refore, roll, on 80 dhe IF, 
aus of * a munity . large, noigtfines 


. 5 muſt have. a lodging, Kali 


a3 inis obo 2000 En A 


n cloathed and fed. Thus, houſe- rents, taxes, _ 
and the venders of the neceſſaries of life, re- 
ceive ſupplies from them; And the reſources — 
| towards the ſubſiſtence of the poor acquire ; 


17111 


8 | inconfiderable_ ſhare of augmentation 
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from | 


nent ac ofa: management, the een . 


Arran RT the above 3 
with that nicety which the fubject requires, 
| Inftead of joining in with the aſſertion of the 


zealots of the laſt century, the reader will 


agree. with us in thinking, that the perfor- | 
marices of the ſtage are attended with differ- 
ent conſequences, than the vitiating the mo- 
rals of youth, and diſtreſſing the poor; he 


will rather exclaim with us, in the words of a 


modern writer, 


« For other dar de was that ſpot defign'd, - 

To purge the paſſions, and reform the mind: 

« To give to nature all the force of art, 

"6 And, while i it charms the car, to mend the heart,” 
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6 TY 1 ITL BY MY : ; 
MAGNIFICENT SPECTACLE, 
. ENTITLED, 5 - 
Tax ENTERTAINMENT | 
or THE 1 
urin AND MIGHTY MONARCH, 8 
, - 
| Randi oF a BrrTain, France, AND enn. 
Into bir Ancient and Royal City f . | | 
"EDINBURGH... -- . 1 5 
THE 1 FIFTEENTH DAY OF JUNE 1633. : 
Abridged 22 5 a full Copy fe in Edinburgh the fan Year. : 
W 1THoUT the gate which is ; towards the welt, 
where the ſtrecte aſcendeth to Heroites Hoſpital — -— 
did an arch ariſe ſquare with the battlements and - 3 
| inmoſt fide of the towne-wall ; the face looking ts = 7 | 
the caſtle repreſented a citie ſituated on a rock, 
which, with pointed clifts, ſhrubs, trees, herbs, and | 
verdure, did ; appeare in perſpective. „ 1 
TRE theater under the arch was a mountaine, „ 
upon which appeared the genius of the towne, re. 
preſented br a nymph; ſhe was attired in a 1. 
1 „ rene „ 
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8 e I her ſleeves vid under co of 5 

blue tiſſue, with blue buſkins on her feete; aboute 
her necke ſhee wore a chaine of diamonds ; the 
dreſſing of her head repreſented a caſtle with tur. 
rets, her Jocks dangled about her ſhoulders. , _ 


Tu mountaine, at the approach of the King“ 3 


Majeſtie, moved, and the ET __ ſpake unto an 


him. 
Sta, | 
6 Ir nature could ſuffer lakes: to hows: a aban- 
don their natural places, this towne, founded on the 
ſtrength of rockes, had, with her caſtle, temples, 
and houfes, moved towards you, and beſought you 
to acknowledge her yours, and her indwellers your 
moſt affectionate ſubjects. And here, Sir, ſhe offers 
by me to the altar of your glorie, whale heca- 
tombes of moſt happy defires :—Preſenting - you, 
Sir, who art the ſtrong key of this little world of 
Great Britain, with theſe keyes, which caſt up the 
gates of her affection, and deſigne you power to 
open all the ſprings of the hearts of theſe her moſt 
loyal citizens — The old forget their age, and looke 


freſh and young, at the fight of ſo gracious 4 


prince; the, young bear a part in your welcome, 
deſiring many years of life, that they may ſerve you 
long.—Daigne then, Sir, from the higheſt of ma- 
jeſtie, to looke downe on their lowneſſe, and embrace 
it; accept the homage of their humble minds, ac- 


4 cept their grateful zeale, which they have ever car- 


ried to the higheſt deſerts of your anceſtors, and 


| ſhall ever to your one and your royal race, whilſt 
f theſe rocks ſhall be ourſhadowed wirt bu 


uildings, 
theſe | ” 7 


7 


DOTY. 


theſe. CEN inhabited by Wenz and 1 while mer ; 
bee endued either with counſel} or courage, or en- 
Joy any Peece of nn anche 7 - pant od 
Tux keyes ls Alien; in a 1 0 of flvot, 
„and his majeſtie received by the majeſtrates, under 
a pale of ſtate-—Where the ſtreete aſcendeth proud- 
eſt, beginning to turn to the gate of the old tone, 
he mecteth with an arch: The frontiſpiece of this 
repreſented in land-ſkip, a countrey wild, full of 
trees, buſhes, bores, white kine; along the which 
appeared one great mountaine 0 n ns nn 


the word upon it, 5 


c ht 


1 ſome pans was ſeene the ſea 3 3 
corrall, and the muſſel] that conceiveth the pearle ; 
farther off in an iſland, e a Having: moun- 
taine, with the words, 735 i 34's 95 4 


Thi ferviet ultima Thats. La 
on the chaper was a lion rampant, the words 


x | f a Pih's 
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A COURTEN King the theater diſcovered a lady 
attired in tiſſue, her haire was dreſſed like a Cornu- 
copia, two chaynes, one of gold, -another of _ | 
baudrike wayes, hung downe her ſhoulders ;' 
crowne of gold hung from the arch before her L te | 
repreſented the Genius of Caledonia. - 

His majeſtic coming neere, Was: weleomed with 
my rags bn Prong nag e eee e HORNE, 
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Coy 


: Tur 1 heav'ns PET ard our vowes, bur r juſt Alte 


Obtaioed pre; no higher now aſpires 2 
Our wiſhing thoughts, ſince to his native clime, = | 
Ihe flower of princes; hotiour of his time, 7 


Is come; and radient to us in his traine NY Ws 
The golden age and virtues brings eine. tet 


* 


Tux Genius of Caledonia continues her addreſs 
in a ſtrain of the higheſt adulation and panegyric, to 
the extent of an hundred i inter vening lines, and ob· 


ſerving, that, 


For as moones dplesdor fr from her brother en 
The peoples welfare ſtreameth from e | 


| She concludes by exhorting the people, to 


Pray that thoſe crownes his indeftbrs did weare, : 
His temples long, (more orient) may bears, +» 
That good he reach, by ſweetneſſe of his ſway, 8 
That even tris ſhaddow may the bad affray ; 
That heaven on him, what he defires, beſtow; 
That ſtill the glory of his greatneſſe grow; 
That your begunne feliceties may laſt, 
That no Orion doe with ſtormes them blaſt ; 
That victory his brave exployts attend, 
£ Eaſt, weſt, or ſouth, do he his forces bend, 
Till his great deads, all former deeds ſurmount, 
And quaile the Nimbrot of the Helleſpont. A” 
That when his well-fpent care all care becalßmes 
He may in peace fleep in a ſhade of palmes ; ©F 
And rearing up fair trophees, that heavens may 
Extend his life to world's extreameſt day. 


& * 


'Wazre the great ſtreete divider elf! in two, 
| pod the ola . inhabited by the gold- 
5 ſmichs 


1 1 


4 aud alas. did an arch ariſe; ' rent 1. 


chapter was a crowne, ſet been. word, 
Nec primani ai of fnilem, net Babere 


Auipgr flouriſhes "of armes, as helmes, Mit 


corſlets, pikes, muſkets, bowes, 1 at _ 


one ſide ain Gee] UP Ro 
. me as: n erg 67 5 wh 


rana, ruf . munen. | £4 Þ cons, * 


v u other 140, among n of 1 
ments of peace, as harpes, lutes, e eiſſeres, 
hayboiſes, ſtood Mi ere her word, 
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7 hs 3 of the King, the” e Reins, a 
eourten drawne) manifeſted Mercury, with his fea- 


thered hat and his caduceus, with an hundred and 


ſeven Scottiſh Kings, which he had brought from 

the Eliſian Fields; Fergus the firſt had a ſpeech 
in Latine, which is here deſired. 

| In the midſt of the ſtreete there was a moun- 

tain dreſſed for Parnaſſus, where Apollo and the Mu- 
ſes appeared, and ancient worthies of Scotland, for 


learning was repreſented; ſuch as Sedullius, Joannes 
Dunns, Biſhop Elphiſtoun of Aberdeen, Hector 


Boes, Biſhop Sawers Douglafſe, Sir David Li 
Georgius Buchananus ; 5 the word: over 355 as, 


Tana . thera potis 2 


3 


"Tory Muſes were clad in varying de cloth 


of 2 and 9 n * her 
under 


1 


8 . | | 
under W black, yet ber buſkines VE man- 
tle was crimſon ; they were diſtinguiſhed by ſeuteh- + 

| cons, and every one had a word; the firſt was Clio, 
1 wine brats | 


"St + vis omnin tibi ſadjie, Jubjice e ration.” 


| whit: whe Kins's kabole when Wes een 3 
Arxollo, fitting in the midſt of them, was clad 
in crimſon taffeta, covered with ſome purple of gold, 
with a bowdricke like the raine-bow, a mantle of 
tiſſue knit together above his left ſhoulder; his head 
was crowned with laurell, with locks long __ like 
goid ; he preſented the King with a booke. e. 
WHERE the great ſtreete contracteth irlelfe W 
the deſcent of the caitern gate of the towne, did 
an arch ariſe. The face of this repreſented a hea- 
ven, into which appeared his Majeſty” s aſcendant Vire 
go. She was beautified with fix and twenty ſtares. 
I ux ſtand diſcovered the ſeyen planers ſitting on 
throne, and Endymion. 
Turx were all clad in emblematical dreſſes, ie 
in embroidery, elegant and fanciful ; and had every 
one their motto, or word, as the 5 . 
= Mas appeared with his haire and beard red, a 
= | ſword at his fide, his robe of. deepe crimſon . | 
4 embroidered with wolves and horſes; b head — 
a helmet, and his Is" 5 


Abad. 7 # 24 
n 5 3 
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Varus kd” the” attire of her head ning like 
2 in a coronet, and roſes: ſhe was in a man- 
tle of ene * embroidered with .doves:; 
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> grove, came Endymion. He was apparelled like 
a ſhepherd, in a long coat of crimſon ep ana com- 
ing over his knee; he had à wreath 


his hand he ee a ſheep-hooke ; on his legs were 
buſkines of my Ik * n en, * —_ | 
had this aden et Lean den ee 


9 Jones Gon the "oy cave. 8 many years 
That empreſs of the loweſt of the ſpheres, LE ace: 
Who cheeres the night, and kept me hid apart oy 15 33 
Frem mortal weights, to eaſe her love-fick ber; 5 og 
As young as when ſhe did me r 3 
As freſh in beauty as the maying roſe, © © 1 
Endymion; that whilome kept my flocks 7 755 n 
Upon Tons's flowry hills and rockes, '. 
And, warbling ſweetlays to my Cynthia Ha” 
CE the IR of SO" s ron EE 
| N r 
Hz proceds t to "Gy f in a 18 of thirty- fx Hoes,” 
that he is diſpatched by Cynthia to celebrate the 
day, where all the mk of S eee 1 


He ce, 71/214 4 NEAR Ss 


_ Nor ;e-Je Rein; Key went night angle, 
© Unwonted: worth produceth like effect; 9 1 ; 
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Then this it is thy preſence, royal youth, 5 . i 5 
Hach n them here wirhin an e 1 8 bo 
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flowres up- Te 
on his head; his haire was curled and long.: in 


OY 


„%%% tell by me, their herald, coming ings; | 
. And what each Fate to her ſterne 8 
| For what is firme decreed in heaven above, . 
In vaine on earth ſtrive mortals to improve. 


TE planets then proced by rotation, in the 5 
kind of verſe, and at ſome length, to augur to 
his majeſty every happineſs their benign influence 

could impart. The laſt ſtanzas of each are only | 
ee e en. 


3 146: SATURNE.. 
Lrrx long ſhall not be thralbd to mortall deats ; 
us” heav'ns en ſo have ordain'd the fites. = 
york. 


Tits thou the greateſt be among the greats, | 
Thus heav'ns nine, ſo doe decree the fates. YT 


Tur triumphs finiſh ſhall all ata e 1 
Thus heav'ns decree, ſo have ordain'd the ane. 5 


 SUNNE. 
Trov open ſhalt Parnaſſus' chriſtal gates; 
Thus heav'nFordaine, ſo doe decree the Bates. 
7 E N U 8. 


| Tur Wins bed faire brood ſhall grace, 

Which on the earth continue ſhall their race, 
While Phœbus beams her brother emulates ; 

hs heav'ns decree, ſo have ordain'd the fates... 3 


MERCURY. 75 . 


WEALTH, honour, armes, and arts, {hall grace thy Rates ; ; 
Thus heav'ns e ſo doe decree the fates, 


; - =. 4 a 


GS, 


3 
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85 e 5 rebelliob, impadence, = _ 
Beyond the Garamants, ſhall pack them hence, 5 
With every monſter that thy glory hates 

Thus heav'ns deetee, fo have ordain'd the fates. 


ubwis ir üben rejoining, dires his condlding 
lines to the prey” WE Y 1 


8 


Aup, people, let i it not be hid from you. 


What mountaines noyſe, and floods proclaime ae 5 


Whenever fame abroad his prayſe ſhall fing, 
| All ſhall obſerye, and ſerve this bleſſed King. 


| Tax whole concluded with + an epilogue, which 


the author entitled an 


— 


E PIO RAM ME. 


NaN top-bough of heroicke es Et f 1 


Whoſe head is crown'd with glories anademe, 
My ſhallow muſe, not daring to draw neare FR 
Bright Phebus* burning flames in his career; ; 
Vet knowing furely that Apollo ſhines 
Upon the dunghill, as on golden mines 
And knowing this the bounty of beſt Kings, 

To marke the giver, net the gifted things, 

Doth bouldly venture, in this pompous throng, 
Jo greet thy greatneſſe with a welcome ſong „ EL 
And with the Pye doth ave Cæſar ſing, - | 13 
While graver wits Wo grace off for bring. | 8 855 
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| Sin | 
— 1 RECEIVED your letter: am gad to bear of the. 

| ſucceſs you have met with in your preſent employ: 
ment, and wiſh you a continuance and encreaſe of 
it. I have complied with your defire bf writing to 
Lord Sommerville, though I have not the pleaſure of 
being acquainted with his Lordſhip. Lady Fingll 
writes this poſt, and will mention you to Lord and 
Lady Traquaire, and joins With n me in ee you. 
Heat and ſueceſs. I am, : 

Your . 8 
: FINGALL. 


John 7 ackſon, Efq; at Mr Love's, i 
Canongate, Edinburgh. 


Neo. 11. 


' N 


— 


Brebinglane, . frees, Lond, 
Teas 27. W e 
Ma . 5 
Sts, 5 
By the deſire of my good friend Mr Wilhaw, 1 
e, writ this poſt to the Honourable George 
Drummond, Eſq; firſt commiſſioner of the cuſtoms, 


and late your Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh. As he is 
3 a gentlemen of one of the firſt * in your city, 


* 


favour ; and 2 no hubs hal ſome of his fami- | 
ly will 1. when you heard from their friend John 


Bigſby of Birching- lane, London. Mr Drhmmond's 


late wife was a Quaker, of the ſame denomination a 


myſelf, and by that means our friendſhip came. I 
have recommended you as a gentleman, and a man 


of good family and honour, and, I make no W | 


you will 2885 up that character. I am, 
| With all due reſpect, 
_ Thyfi fi ncere friend, 


- Mr Dran Faimo, . CCW 


Lx always gave me great pleaſure to Ber of your 8 8 
weine My late illneſs prevented my writing to 
you, as uſual; and as I am ſatisſied it will not be 


diſagreeable, I take this opportunity from my fire- 


ſide, being much better in my health, though, 


through the channel of Mrs Ponr's letter from you 


to her, and from Mrs Strettle, I have heard you 
were in health. You are not forgot by many of 
our beſt friends in this city, and are often aſked after 
with great good will and pleaſure. When I ſupped 


laſt night at Mr Pont's, we remembered all friends in 
Edinburgh and Germany, and ſucceſs to the army 


and fleets. My dear friend, there is a young man 
come down from London, who has engaged himſelf _ 


with | the maſter of W Theatre for this ſeaſon: 
| SI „ 
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- We wame is Jobn, Jackſon he is a:perfon of 8 


n 


N 


character, a gentleman g ſan, and has been educated 

as ſuch, and nothing will do for him but the ſtages | 
in Which 1 hope he will ſucceed; and as your fa- 
mily is large, and I make no doubt but Doctor Drum 
mond and his lady divert themſelves ſometimes at the 
_ bqpfe, and ſometimes ſome other gentlemen of your; 
acquaintance à EN if they would be ſo kind; 
as to take a little notice of f him, it would be a great; 
_ ſervice to hin, and;make him to be reſpected among; 
the better ſ ort of People. 1 well know you will; - 
ſmile, that one under my denomination. ſhould re- 
commend one of his calling: it is for the ſake of his 
father, who is a very worthy gentleman, and all hi? 
family of good character. I hope, my good friend, 
you will excuſe the freedom I have taken, and I, 
leave the affair to your better. judgement; as 1 
know no perſon that delights in doing good more 
than yourſelf. Pleaſe to make mx compliments 
to the Doctor and his Lady, and all the reſt of your 
good family. I ſhould be glad to be favoured with 


2 line of your welfare when at leiſure. In the | 


interim, I am, - 
With all due 8 : 
Thy ſincere friend, 0 
The Honourable e 1755 3 
George Drummond, Eq; ax. i 


8 . to whom the forego- 
ing letter was addreſſed, had filled the office of Chief 
Magiſtrate of Edinburgh, with dignity and credit to 
- bimſelf, and to the advantage and embelliſhment of 


3 


d die Gy 80 wat ee ba — 
for thoſe noble buildings, the Infirmary t 


Royal Exchange. The North Bridge, FA _ 
Town, had their origin 


3 the then diſagreeable round a. bout road, along 


narrow lane from Bonnington, through Leihwy Pont | 
and the Nether-bow. He lived'to ſee his favourite 
plan carried, in part, into effect; and enjoyed in 


idea, the formation of thols ſteers and | | 
now in reality behold. | 7 


 ProvosT Biel vhpolitoit ro "ge" ATE 
formances appeared to me rather in compliance with 
his official capacity, and the temper. of the times, 
opinion, or ſettled diſlike. 


than from any formed 
His hoſpitable reception of,” and liberal mode of 


treatment towards the author, then a member of the 
profeſſion, ſhewed ar leaſt, that the principles of per- 
ſecution ane no Bd of his compoſition. £ i 5 | 


EXTRACTS from ACTS of PARLIAMENT 5 


reſpecting THEATRICAL ExH#1BITIONS, 
Statute 12th Queen Anne; 1oth George II. 
February 1. 1736, roth George 


| Page 309, 391, zog, 304. 


1 


u from his views of imptove- 
ment, as he did me the honour to point out, in Out 
way from Drummond Lodge to the Croſs, 82 7 50 


IIIL. c. 27. 
28th George III. 1788. To gy fee | 
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| PROLOGUE ſpoken by Mz Lovz, on Mi 
 Jacx80N'sfirftAppearance in the Character - 
of Oroonoko, at the n in Edin ark. : 


| January g. 1762. FI LF hs OTE 
YE pp erities, who che . = fs 
= Eternal war, and laſh the harmleſs ſage, Sie 16 bl 
For three ſhort hours, let dire reſentment ceaſe, 8 Ge 
And ſoft compaſſion ſoothe your minds to peace. oF 
Air humble youth to-night, of tender 8 
Rude to the ſcene, and curb'd with rifing — 
Implores your aid.—O! could ſuch goodbals CW 
From your kind hearts; his would with e ow. i 
Too ſoon, alas! imprudently he finds N 
His feeble bark entruſted to the winds; Fe as 
Soft and unſeaſon'd, it contends in vain 55 „ 
With the rude torrents of the boiſt'rous main ; 1 
Nor long can live, unleſs with piteous hand, 5 
You'll guide the helm, and ſteer it fafe to land, 
This preſent age one Roſcius only Knows; 
' Who, Pallas-like, in full perfection roſe; 
Aloft he tow'rd, and on the ſhrine of fame, 
Above the Roman plac'd his Britiſh name. f „ | 
- Our youth attempts not yet ſuch heights to ſoar 5 Fae © 
Endure him now; he hopes to pleaſe you more. „ 
From you this night his ſentence ne ' receive, ä 
With lenience then a gentle judgement give. 
Through ſcenes unknown, uncertainly beim; „„ 
And treads with tim' raus ſteps the doubtful hs 1 
Void of experience, and of every Meta ere i 
Plain ſimple nature actuates his heart. © © 
| F 4 Ins <P Nature +, 
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Too rude, too artleſs to coptuod, for 2 1 e : FFW 

. Vet if ſome hopes of rip "ning merit 17% OA 

6 i this young plant, your kind afliftance give: / Fo fo 
„ With copious hand, into its leaves infuſe „ 


«© Your gentle ſhow'rs, and beat ogcios down) mw A 


*4 And if, matufe vit age andipy ELITES ” 
ee zroduces—' Twill be all Ds 440 9 3 
| = Wy * *34 Peters 4 10 1 * e thy M7 5 5 : S | | 
PROLOGUB fyoken by Mr Jenson bets: 1 
the play the Haunted Houſe, for the 1 
Benefit of Mr Tax en Saturday, i 
March 27. 1762. le Il 20 | — | 
N IFi in this 5 4 this 88 age, 3 9 
We bring a Ghoſt 1 upon the Scottiſh ſtage, . Ok | 
No cynic ſure, will treat with ill- timꝰ'd hg | 
The univerſal vogue, the reigning faſhion 85 
In London, now, whole modes you all admire; * | 
Whoſe very foibles ſet your 1 ſouls on fire, *' 4 | 
The graxe, the gay, the rev'rend, and the fait, 6 | 
From j joyous ſcenes of crouded life i repair, as = 3 | 
And at the midnight hour, with anxious . = MS We 
Attend the knocking ſpirit in Cock-lane. | 
With awful, melancholy, diſmal faces, | 
Prieſts, peers, and trembling virgins take their ds! 2 | 
] | mpatient, all the dreadful minute watching, 5 ö 
When—Afadam DN Joall 2 . ber, nn — 
0 . Sete! W | 
* The laſt-ſix 13. 3 * at the out of the moe „ 
logue to Eldred, or ” Britiſh- freeholder. REN | 


| 


. | 
Dy Sthuoge ! ! that this Ghoſt a female too, and jounges I: 
Should have all powers at will—except her id E a3 Eo 
3 Mere not the age fo prone to ſelE-deceiving, | 55 
IlkhôÜůat ciroumſtance alone is paſt belie ving. | 
| | Ladies, no treaty with ſuch ſprites is here, N 2 EY | 
As are not free of ſpeech, and wont appear; e 
We'll prove the ſtory of our phantom 8 
And fairly bring him out to public view; 
Nay, make him ſpeak; like any modern blade, | 
And goſſip freely with my lady's maid ; 
Nor keep you up all night to ſee his wicks ; 
Ladies our Ghoſt begins to walk at fix. 
His martial muſic, and a foldier's air, 


%, | : 


We hope may recommend him to the fair. 8 
All dread of airy viſions then ſubdue, 6 
Nor ſtart nor !remble if the lights burn blue: fy Res, 


Thoꝰ with a Ghoſt our comedy is beighten'd, 
Ladies upon my word you ſhan't be frighten d. 
| ' Ours is a Ghoſt that's faithful, fond and true, 
F Made up of fleſh and blood, as well as bum | 
Then every evening come in crouds uhdaunted,, _ 
TY never think this houſe 1 is too much haunted. | 


I 5 
| 


| PROLOGUE Say my Mx Re in th 
character of a Maſter Maſon, DEIOEE the play of 


the Recruiting Officer, 


By Deſire of the Right Honourable the Earl of Ko = | 
Grand Mafter of the Ancient and Honourable Fraternity © 


2 a Free and ATE 9 1 April 17. Oo 


OTE OE wm 5 hocnatwnwt s 
* 2 . 
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| WHEN the Grand Maſter, and great Lord of all,. 
Call's up from Chaos this terreſtrial ball, 
He gave the word, and ſwift o'er eldeſt night, 
 Beam'd the firſt dawning af celeſtial light, 


Confuſion i. 


„ 


| Confuſion heard his voice, and murm” ring fled, 
Whilſt Order rul's, and triumph'd in its ſtead ; 

Diſcordant atoms, rang'd from pole to pole, 5 

Forgot to jar, and peace poſlels'd'the whole: 


The ſierceſt foes in mutual concord ſtrove, 2 | 1 


And all (at once) was harmony and love. 


By this example taught, Free Maſons join, 


And full in fight, purſue the heay'nly fign, - . 4 iy 


With love's firm bands connected, hand in and, 
On Friendſhip's ſolid baſe, ſecure we ſtand. 
While confidence and truſt, by turns impreſt, 
Beam heav'aly influence on each conſcigus, breaks). 
No party feuds, no fierce inteftine j Jars, 


No ſenſeleſs tumults, no pernicious wars, . 


Diſturb our calm repoſe, where peace IRON 5 
In decent order Kills the friendly throun. 
Can wiſdom's ſelf 2 nobler method find,. 

To charm the ſoul and harmonize miankin, / - 
Than Pſts like ours, who labour ſtill to e 
Unblemiſh'd truth, firm faith, and mutual bre 


And ye (unconſcious of the heav'nly ray) 


Who ſmile, perhaps, at what theſe numbers „ | 


Confine the raſh reproach, and warn'd, forbear 
To ſpurn our laws, becauſe ſome brothers err. 
In nature's faireſt products faults ariſe, * oe 5 
But ſhall we thence all harmony deſpiſe ? © 
Or think creation's beauteous ſcheme undone, 


Becqule fome. 9 appear upon ey rage <6 
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EDINBURGH COMPANY, 


- UNDER THE DIRECTION OF, 


3 


Meſſrs Foote, 


i Jackſon, 
| Vendermore, 


Lancaſhire, ' 
Didier, 


| Gentleman, 


Fearon, 
Robſon, 


Miller, 


Waker, 


5 Knowles, 


— 


Vowell, 


Farrel, 


Dancer, 


Maurell, 
Collins. 


8 Men. 


1 A 


15 177 
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Mrs Haber, 
1 

Jewel, 
Didier, 
Waker, 
Fearon, 

_ Farrel, ,*"" 


Collins. 
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| Moſs, 
Williamſon, 


Taylor, | 
Hallion, © 
Bell, 

Bland ſen. 
Bland jun, 
J. Bland, 
Charteris, | 
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Charteris jun. 5 


Sparks, 
 Woodroffe, 
Lowe, | 


Mapples, 


1 


Mountfort, 


Bonville, 


Jackſon. 
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Miſe Fomenele, 
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Jac kſon. 


Archer, 
— Mountfort, 
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Ix the parts of Yaſſes and Pre are not differen 5 
ly caſt before to-morrow, the play will not be al- 
lowed to go on. It is unpardonable in a manager 
to thruſt a fellow into a part which he muſt be 


ſenſible he is n incapable of performing. - 
TH $ PUBLIC, | 


M r 7 hen, 7 beatre Royal. 
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Edinburgh, 15th July 1788, 
8 . 


Wzꝭ are of opinion, that Mr Fennell's late deport- 
ment to the public, and your conduct as manager, 
with regard to that matter, require a very ample 
apology from both, teſtifying your deep regret for 
having failed in the reſpect due to them: and that 

if Mr Fennell refuſes to make ſuch an apology, 
you ought immediately to diſmiſs him: and we take 
this method of intimating to you, that if this opi- 


nion is not complied with, by n, the apology : 
ſug⸗ 


2 % 2 
PPP eee 
-” 


* 


3 


"TW * 


ſoggilled on Weddelley evening, or Adilnifing Mr | 
Fennell, that neither we, nor our families, will hear- 
after frequent your Theatre, or ſhew you any coun-„ 


tenance as manager, except that from our high re- 


gard to Mrs Siddons; we-ſhall Poſtpone agen 


our reſolution fill her engagement expire. 
1 (Signed) HENRY ERSKINE, 


| And by 162 N " Alrocates ang cums 15 


, } * 8 Pe 
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A 19. A 
Ian ready to atteſt, that Wes Macrae's name was 


inſerted in the box-book of the Theatre, by the 


manager's order, for the balcony, on Monday, July 


14. 1788, at ſeven o'clock in the morning by meg 


and that the name continued in the plan of the 
houſe the whole day unaltered, and ſo continues at 
this moment: and I likewife declare, that the whole 
of the lower boxes were filled up at the fame hour, 


with the names of thoſe ladies who were to poſſeſs 5 


Jom GIBB | 
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1 3 19. ung 
It HEREDY: declare, that I received an order from 


the manager, at eight o clock in the morning, on 


Monday, July 14. 1788. to inform Mrs Macrae, 
that her name was N in Tue ee ar oy | 


8 88 chat * 
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"WILLIAM SUTHERLAND: 
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ente, kor dg iel of J — 
_Jackxson, at their Meeting held « on the 34 
day of 8 : 9 
Ma Ci” for himſelf, ict hs other ui 
tee, ſtated to the meeting, that, in conſequence of ; 
the reſolution of the laſt general meeting, the'truſ: 
tees had immediately inſerted advertiſements in the 


| Edinburgh and London newſpapers, bearing, that 
the Edinburgh and Glaſgow Theatres were to be let. 
by private bargain *. . e 


 Trar; previous to theſe eats; offers. 


had been made for a leaſe of the Theatres, at a very 
| reſpectable rent, from two different quarters: That, 
antecedent alſo to theſe advertiſements, and previous 1 


to the laſt meeting, he, i in order to know the inten- 


tions of Mr Kemble, the preſent leſſee, did, in a con- 


verſation with him, offer to give him a leaſe for 


another year, or even for two, at the preſent rents 


which Mr Kemble declined: | 
Taar Mr Playfair, about the time of the laſt | 
meeting, diſcovered, that Mr Kemble had formed * 


reſolution to uſe every means in his power, to prevent 


offerers from coming forward for the Theatres, and 


oy. _ means, to get them for himſelf, at the low 
7 1 77 © e 


bs weeligk x was held 21 lar and the We were 
advertiſed 24h July. c 


rent * 5 500 o Sterling. Thar, wich this view, para- i | 
graphs were inſerted in the London newſpapers, and 
induſtriouſiy circulated, importing that Mr Kemble 


bad got a perpetual right to half the property, and to - 


the ſole management, by a deciſion of the Dean of 
Faculty; particularly, a paragraph to this effect, which 
appeared in the Star, and other London papers, 
at the very time that the Theatres were advertiſed 
king 1 TE 
| ALTHOUGH no deciſion of the Dean of Faculty: 
in a private diſpute between Mr Jackſon and Mr 
Kemble, could affect the, rights and intereſts of the 
creditors, or of the gentlemen who ſtood forward 
as ſureties for the compoſition payable to them; 
yet it became neceſſary to counteract and diſappoint 
the effects of theſe reports, otherwiſe there would 
have remained no competitors to bid for the Thea- 
tres, and Mr Kemble would have got ths unh 
any rent he thought proper. e 
Ix was impoffible to obviate theſe difficulties, 
withour- an interview with the perſons : who were 
to take the leaſe. With that view, MrPlayfair 
went to London, and after ſome pcgotiation, conelud- 
cd an agreement with Mrs Eſtent, containing a pro- 
viſion, that the conſent of the holders of the patent, 
or permiſſion to act under it, ſhould be procured, 
agreeable to the minutes of the fneeting. In order 
to obtain this, applications have been made to the 
Duke of Hamilton and ** Dundee. The * 1 


ee, 1 3 


"I; 


. returned any anſwer“. 


F 
8 1 
— 


| 68 "© 26 5 | 
. given his conſent; but Mr Dundas bas not 505 


In Mr Playfair's . Mr James Gibſon; : as 
agent for Mr Kemble, wrote a letter to Mr King, % 
other truſtee, offering a rent of L. 500 Sterling for 


the Theatres, or ſuch other rent as ſhould be fixed 


upon by the Duke of Hamilton and Mr Dundas. The 
letter is here referred to J. Alſo the anſwer by Mr 


Flayfair on his return J. This letter contains conclu- 


ſive evidence of the plan which Mr Kemble had laid 


down, of obtaining the Theatres at an under. value, | 


5 and that he and his adviſers conſidered, that the in- 


fluence of the holders of the parent might be uſed 


as an inſtrument to compel the creditors to come 


into that meaſure. : 
Tus truſtees have too high an opinion of the ho: - 


nour and candour of the Noble Duke, and the 


Right Honourable Gentleman, in whoſe names the 
patent is held, to ſuppoſe that they could lend their 
influence to a meaſure ſo obviouſly ' unjuſt, and 
which would ſo effectually i injure the private rights 


and property of every individual connected with 
the Theatre. Beſides, that every property is fairly 


worth to its proprictor, what it will bring in the 
public market, it is caſy to ſhow, that the rent 


| propoſed is altogether inadequate for the two 


Theatres ; and that the attempt made by Mr Kemble, 


to compe the creditors to give it at that rent, by | 


therefore highly unjuſt, | 
TwENTy years ago, ks Theatre of Edinburgh - 


alone was let for five hundred guineas a. year, when 


7 His anſwer has fince been „ ſee No. XXI W 
+ See No. XIII. + No. XIV, 


18 8 15 27 3 N 


it had neither hrenery; rior decorations to half jt its : 
preſent value. As the town is increaſed, and of 
_ courſe, the demand. for theatrical amuſements, * 
higher rent may now be given chan twenty years 


ago, other matters remaining on an equal footing. 


Beſides that, ſurely the Glaſgow Theatre, Which 
coſt Mr TREND: more than L. 2606 Sterling, is 


worth ſome rent. 
Ma Jackxson oy e nktru, ak the Theatre, 


as it now ſtands, has coff him not lels than L. 7000 


Sterling; that to keep the fabric, the ſcenery, ward- 


robe, &c. in proper repair, coſt him hitherto, an- 


nually, not leſs than L. 30⁰ Sterling - and as theſe 
muſt be ſtill kept in repair, it is ſubmitted, that a rent 


of L. ooo Sterling is nothing more than an adequate | 
recompenſe for the ſums laid out; and that the idea 


«> 


of its being an unreaſonable burden impoſed upon 


the public amuſements of the city, is without founs 


dation. The truſtees are confident, that if theſe facts 
are ſtated to the holders of the patent, they will not 
refuſe their conſent. It is therefore propoſed, 


that this meeting ſhall approve of the tranfaction 
made by Mr Playfair with Mrs Eſten, and appoint 


the ſame to be carried into effect; and alſo authoriſe 
the truſtees to ſtate the facts above mentioned in a 
memorial to the holders of the patent. 


Ir was further ſtated, that ſince the buſineſs hy | 


letting the Theatres to Mrs Eſten became public, the 
ſupporters of Mr Kemble had, by paragraphs in the 
newſpapers, and otherwiſe, attempted to call in queſ- 
tion her right to the leaſe, as well as that of the cre- 
ditors to grant it. How far a conſpiracy of this ſort 


might 1 Are Fan and pat, 
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5 - might "Te 2 matter 1 löl ac na EE Ar wet E E 
it was ſubmitted, that the creditors ought, in juſtice | Ls 
to themſelves, to authoriſe an advertiſement to 55 


be put into the London and Edinburgh newſpapers, 
by their authority, expreſſive of the circumſtances 
and facts of their OY let : re Theatres as before 


8 eG | 


4 . 


8 . No XIII 1 ki . 
9 Edinburgh, roth 4 7. 
81 R, 


” On” the part of Mr. Stephen Kemble.” manager 
of che Theatre Royal, Newcaſtle, I hereby make 
offer to you, as one of the truſtees on the eſtate of 
Mr John Jackſon, of the ſum of five hundred pounds 

Sterling, for a leaſe for one year, from the ad 
day of November next, of the Theatres of Edin- 
burg and Glaſgow. Mr Kemble will, beſides the 

above ſum, pay the whole * burdens due tro 
| both Theatres. ©. 
3 On Mr Kemble will 5 fach rent as ſhall be 
3 fixed by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton, and the 
. Right Honourable Henry Dundas, the patentees. 
He will find unexceptionable ſecurity for perfor- 
mance of his engagements ; and-if the truſtees chuſe - 
it, he will extend the leaſe: to ſuch longer WY 5 
of time as they ſhall fertle with: bim. 1 . 
5 RY 
Your moſt W ſerragt, f 
N BY JAMES GIBSON. 


M r 7. King, accomptan in : Edinburgh. 


No. 
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\Youn letter, addreſſed to Mr : King; dated hs 16k 
of Auguſt 1792, was ſent by him to me this day, 
containing an offer of L. 300. N 
Tux offer is altogether. inadequate, and at 9 
ever period it had been made, it would not have 
been accepted. It is now, however, two late, as 
I have agreed proviſionally to let the Th for 
L. 1000, to Mrs. Eſten, in conſequence of the 
powers from the laſt meeting of creditors. 
Fon your delay in not offering, you can ' only. 
blame yourſelf; as I told you in Princes-ſtreet, a day 
or two after the Theatres were advertiſed, that 
1 had offers, which would be ang of, if Mr 
Kemble did not come forward in time. | 
As to the offer being in any reſpect 6 5 
your knowledge in the buſineſs, when acting for 
the former truſtee, muſt ſatisfy you to the contrary. 
| Lasr year, you did not heſitate to declare, that 
f you would ſhut up the Theatre, rather than take ſuk 
a rent, or allow any perſons whatever to control 
the rent. What reaſon there is for altering your opi- 
nion ſo completely this year, you can beſt explain. 
As to a reference of the rent to the Duke of 
Hamilton and Mr Dundas, had you made ſuch a 
propoſal at the meeting of creditors, you would 
have known their ſentiments. Although I enter- 


tain a _—_ 1985 8 for the Noble Duke and 


he. 
* 


8 5 0 30 1 . 5 
Mr "IF I ſhould doubt bow far A referenee 
would be a proper mode of diſpoſing of the proper- 
ty of creditors ; and I am eonſident, that neither f 
them would incline to enter into ſuch a buſineſs. | 
I am, & c. 


ROBERT PLAYFAIR,. 


1 5 No. XV. 
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'EDINBU RGH THEATRICALS.. 


| Tux conteſt for manager of this Theatre is A 

llaſt ended. On Wedneſday the 18th inſtant, the 
Dean of Faculty ſettled it thus: That Mr Kemble, _ 
who this year rents the Theatres of the creditors of 
Mr Jackſon, the late manager, at the enormous rent 
of L. 1360, is to pay Mr Jackſon half the profits 
ariſing this ſeaſon; and every other ſeaſon after, Mr 
Kemble is to be proprietor with Jackſon, and ſole 
manager, for which he is to be allowed a falar 
out of the profits ; and that ſalary to be hereafter | 
e by the Dean of Faculty. | 

Arx firſt ſight, it may appear not ectirable, that 

Mr Kemble ſhould give Jackſon half the profits of 
this year, after hazarding ſo large a ſum for the 
rent. It is thus explained: Subſequent to Mr 
Kemble's taking the Theatre, he made Jackſon a 
voluntary offer of half the concern, provided Jack- 
ſon found ſecurity for his part of the rent. This 


Jackſon Nerptes, 2 5 did not produce that ſecurity 
Which 


| Fo 5 


Ft 
wy 


which Kemble approved: | This matter was left tio 
the decifion of the Dean 0 TR YO Be de 
termined as above“. 


Tux ſeaſc has been vo fuccefafal;"; as to Field 


condidetalils profits : So, though Kemble gives up 


the half of theſe: profits, he has got in return half 
of the property, while Jackſon has any concern in 


ir. This ſpeculation, en 1 Roe nee 


good. 


Jac KSON has too long ſuppreſſed 5 public enter- 


tainment. The whole of his conduct has appeared i in- 


explicable, chough he has held the Theatres for 


eleven years. PE 
RP. 28th Jah, 198. bo 


10 THE PUBLIC. 


%. 
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Kite writes, that TY is 8 in the - Edinburgh - 


Theatre that the Dean e Faculty aſſures him no 
other Perſon ſhall have the Houſe; and if any 
Company ſhould open another, he will commit them 
to N for Nn vagrants ms nigetwidre=Fhey 

5 h 


40M The 3 was not ed an E 3 but 
the purport of it was thus anticipated i in the above advertiſe- 


ment, which was inſerted by an intimate of Mr Kemble's, 
who confeſſed that he did it 2 Srogene POT of with 1 Ku, 


| e 9 when required. . 8 
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the different papers in London, to the ſame pur- 

port, the contents of which were . 
SCAN DALOUS, and FALSE. ; 
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Ne. XVI. 798 Es | 


ADMONITION aud EXHORTATION hy | 
the REVEREND PRESBYTERY of EDIN- 
BURGH; to all within their Bounds, dated, 


_ Edinburgh, January 5. i 75 go 


Tas Preſbytery raking into their ſcrious con- 
ſideration the declining ſtate of religion, the open 
profanation of the Lord's day, the contempt of 
public worſhip, the growing luxury and levity of 
the preſent age, in which ſo many ſeem lovers of 
pleaſure, more than lovers of God; and being par- 
ticularly affected with the unprecedented Countenance 
given of late to the play-houſe in this place, when 
the ſtate of the nation; and the circumſtances of rhe 
poor, make ſuch hurtful entertainments ſtill more 
pernicious ; judge it their indiſpenſible duty to ex- 
preſs, in the moſt open and ſolemn manner, the 


deep concern they feel on this occaſion. N 
te 2 EW A 


4 46 2 bo 5 3 , 
J 7 5 0 1 * 
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Pi opinion ated: the Chriſtian REF VE 1 . 


always entertained of ſtage plays and players, as ; 1 


prejudicial to the intereſts of religion and morality, 
is well known z and the fatal influence which they 
commonly have on the far greater part of mankind, 
particularly the younger wa is £00, obvious — 


called in queſtion. 5 


and ſtudents i in different branches of literature, i in 
this city and ſuburbs, have been ſeduced from their 
proper buſineſs, by attending the ſtage, would ve 5 
painful and diſagreeable taſk. 


Taz Preſbyrery, 1 in the year 1727, 3 con- 
ſiſting of many pious, prudent, and learned mini- 
ſters, whoſe praiſe is in all the churches, being a- 
ware of theſe evils, did prepare a paper, which was 


e 8 4 


10 enumerate how many „ apprentices, | 


read from the ſeveral pulpits withm their bounds; . 


warning their people againſt the FM as OT 


of the Theatre, then erected there. 
In the year 1737, the legiſlature m hel great wiſe 
dom, did, by an act of the 1oth of George II. enact 


and declare, © that any perſon Who ſhould; for 
hire or reward, act, or cauſe to be ated, any play or 


other entertainment of the ſtage, without the 


ſpecial licence and authority mentioned in the ſaid 


act, ſhould be deemed a rogue and a vagabond; 


and for every ſuch Seren ſhould ri the ſum of N 


1. 50 ſterling.” IR” 
Ax that time a project was ſet o on in uy to e 


a licenced Theatre in this city; but the maſters 

and profeſſors of the univerſity, ſupported by the 

- magiſtrates, having prepared a petition, ſetting forth 

the n 8 tendeney * a 0 bebe with. re. 
< | fret” 
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: ſpeck to the inpbrtünt imereſts bs virtue and fearing, 

the project was laid aſide. 1 

. Taz players, however, being ſo andere as to 
continue to act in defiance of the law, the Preſbytery 

dicd, at their own charge, proſecute them before the 
court of ſeflion, and prevailed in the proceſs : The 
players were fined in terms of law, and warrants 
| being iſſued for apprehending them, they fled from 
OE OT juſtice. But others came. in their place; who ſince 
| that time have attempted to elude the law, by chang- 
ing the name of the la aaa: into that af the 71 5 
: cert-hall. 5 
1 As ſuch a flight Finden, the mere change of a 
| name, could not make the ſmalleſt variation in the 
| | nature of the thing, the Preſbytery continued to 
do all in their power, and in their ſphere, to pre- 
vent the growing evil; and think themſelves at this 
time loud ly called upon in one body, and with one voice, 
to expoſtulate, in the bowels of love and compaſhon, | 
with all under their care and inſpection. 

WHEN our gracious Sovercign, attentive to, „ 
voice of providence, is calling from the throne to 
humiliation and prayer, how unſcemly is it for his 

ſubjects to give themſelves up to mirth and 
jollity! when the war in which we are engaged, 
and many awful tokens of the divine diſpleaſure, 

| beſpeak, as in the language of an inſpired writer, 
to redeem the time, becauſe the days are evil ; ſhould 
that time be ſquandered away in running the con- 

ſtant ground of fooliſh, not to ſay ſinful amuſements? 
When the wants and cries of the numerous poor 

. require extraordinary ſupplies, how unaccountable 
is it to * W vaſt ſums for ſuch vain and idle 
purpolens. | 


8 


purpoſes. When he” wiſdom of RE nation. FER I 
guided the inhabitants of this city. and ſuburbs from 
the infection of the ſtage, by a plain and expreſs - 


| ſtatute, is it not a high inſtance. of folly to break 


down that barrier, and open a door with their own 
hands for theatrical repreſentations ? which are in 


many reſpects no leſs inconſiſtent with good policy, 


than unfriendly to religion; and will be found ſoon- 
er or later to affect their temporal as well as 3 | 


tual intereſts. 


On theſe accounts, and for n many other elde 


and weighty conſiderations, the Preſbytery, warmed 
with juſt concern for the good of ſouls, do, in the 
fear of God, warn, exhort, and obteſt, all within 
their bounds, as they regard the glory of God, the 
credit of our holy religion, and their own welfare, 
to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are 
called, by ſhewing a ſacred regard for the Lord's 

day, and all the ordinances. of divine inſtitution; 
and by diſcouraging i in their reſpective ſpheres, the 
illegal and dangerous entertainments of the ſtage. 

Taz Preſbytery would plead with all in authorit 
with teachers of youth, parents and maſters of 2 
milies, to reſtrain, by every habile method, ſuch as 


are under their influence, from frequenting thoſe | 
ſeminaries of folly and vice. They would particu- 
larly beſeech the younger part of their flocks, to 


beware, leſt, by example, or from a fooliſh deſire 
of appearing in the faſhionable world, they be miſled 
into ſuch | pernicious ſnares; ſnares which mult 
neceſſarily retard, if not entirely mar that progreſs in 


the reſpective parts of their education, on Which | 


their a uſefulneſs. and ſucceſs | depend. And 
; 2 „ laſtiy, ; 


# 
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TOW 55 BY . 
laſtly, they ul entreat and obteſt e of all | 
ranks and conditions, that inflead of contributing 
to the growing licentiouſneſs of the age, they may 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by ſhining as lights in the 
world, being blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and 
| perverſe nation, occupying, for the great purpoſes 
of the honour of God, and the good of mankind, 
that time, that ſubſtance, and thoſe other talents, 
which they RAVE received from their Lord and Rae | 
ter. 

On the whole, the Preite, in the moſt car! 
neſt manner, call upon all who have the intereſt of 
religion at heart, to plead fervently at the throne of 
grace, in the prevailing name of the great Mediator, 
wntill the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and 
the wilderne/s be a fruitful feld, and the fruitful” 
Feld be counted for a foręſt; then Judgement ſpall dwell 
in the wilderneſs, and righteouſneſs remain in the 
fruitful field ; and the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be 
-peace, and the ect of righteouſneſs, greatneſs and * : 


" Jurance for ever. 
Tas Preſbytery appoint this admonition and ex- 


Vor tation to be read from all the pulpits within their 
bounds, on the laſt Sabbath, being the chirtieth day 
of this month, r aaten after divine ſervice be- 


fore noon. 
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cow, telpetting the repreſentation of the 
We Mi of Douglas, as inſerted A ap Ih 
4 public prints, February: 2. 175 57. e 5 


- 


"Tax Preſbytery having 137 2. printed paper, 
intitled, An Admonition and Ex bortation of the Be. 


| werend Preſbytery of Edinburg! Which, among 


other evils bewailing, laments the extraordin 


and unprecedented countenance given of late to 


the play-houſe in that city; and having good rea- 


e 4 Fes 1 * 


ſon to believe, that this refers to the following | 


melancholy, but notour facts, that one who is 


a-miniſter of the church of Scotland, did ag 


write and compoſe a ſtage · play, intitl N 
gedy of Douglas, and got it to be ad 


Theatre at Edinburgh; and that he, with s o- 5 


ther minſters of this church, were preſent, and ſome 
of them ofiner than once, at the acting of the ſaid 


play, before a numerous audience the Preſbytexy, 5 
decply affected with this new and ſtrange appear» 


| ance, do think it their duty to declare, as thi 


hereby do, that they agree with the Preſbytery off 


Edinburgh, in the "ſentiments publiſhed by them 


with reſpe& to ſtage-plays ; and particularly that 


ſuch entertainments, from what has uſually been 
exhibited. i in them, and alſo from the diſſolute lives 
(for. moſt part)-and infamous characters of the play- 
ers, have been looked upon, by the Chriſtian church, 


in all ages, and of all different communions, as ex- 


tremely 


. 
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a prejudicial to religion and morality, as well 
as hurtful to the other valuable intereſts of human 

| ſociety, by the waſteful expence of money and time 
they have occaſioned ; and being convinced by long 

experience, a ſure reſt af the rendency of any action 
or practice, how vain it is to expect ſuch a reforma- 


8 2 9 I 7 
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tion of the ſtage, as inconſiſtent with the ends 
aforeſaid; and therefore ſuch entertainments ſhould 
be di Sen and laid aſide. And the eee 


farther conſidering that the unprecedented coun- 


tenance given the play - houſe, in the inſtance men- 
tioned, is greatly aggravated by a late act of par- 
liamenr, rendering the ſtage (becauſe not licenced) - 
unlawful in Scotland; and alſo from he preſent. 
circumſtances of the nation with regard to the war 
we are engaged in, the dearth of proviſions, and 
ihe awful tokens of the anger of juſt heaven againſt 
us; they therefore hereby appoint and intruſt 
ſuch of their members 'as ſhall' repreſent them in 
the enſuing General Aſſembly of this Church, tomove 


and inſiſt, in a regular manner, that the venerable 


aſſembly do declare, by a public act, their e 
ment, and that of this national church, againſt the 
entertainments of the theatre, as of very hurtful 
tendency to the intereſts of religion and ſociety. 
Secondly, That the aſſembly do ſtrifly enquire if the 
facts above mentioned, viz. that a minifter of this 
church has compoſed and procured to be acted, on 


the theatre in the Canongate of Edinburgh, the © 
tragedy called Douglat; and that the repreſents .Þ 3 


tion of the ſaid tragedy was attended by him and 
ſeveral other miniſters, having been under the con- 


ned; ; and whether their miniſters, being found we 
* 


1 


ks >. 
9 4 8 | 
: 


7 2 


| fideration of the Preſbyteries reſpectively concer- 125 | 
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and to giv ſuch directions, as they in their Wie 5 
doms ſhall find neceſſary, that ſuch miniſters, ane 
all others, may be ſenſible, that the church of Scot-" 
land will never protect her members in a practice 


ſo unbecoming their character, and of ſuch per- 


nicious tendency to the great intereſts of religion, 


' induſtry, and virtue. And, 14%, That the aſembly 


would uſe their beſt endeavours to obtain ſuch an 


2 and enforcement of the act of the 17 


George the II. anent the play-houſe, us f * may wot ny 
i be liable to OO Men. whiclt it is no, 
| cluded.” CLE IN ba 4 | £ A Nam | 
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5 | Milly, November 22.1 1798. | 
Ma ADAM, - TRE 


Mx Doxpas Jenes me to > acquaint you, in onion” 
to the meſſage I delivered ro him from you, that jt 


is not his intention at all to interfere in the diſpute. 
| * Mrs Eſten and Mr Kemble. as ve 


Madam, Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


755 „ 2 5 
„ OASIS. - 


EDS e ROBERT HEPBURN. 
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1 LETTER bob Mr Prayearer to o Mr omen, 
5 925 for Mr Wienke e 19 5 1 


7 


T Sr, - e 1 5 | 
In your papers, given into Cris Fall Mr. PEE 
| you mention that the Duke of Hamilton's conſent ta 
Mrs Eſten was only a day prior to that given by Mr: 
Dundas to Mr Kemble. I underſtand that ſeveral 5 
months before, you wrote to the Duke of 
Hamilton, requeſting his conſent to Mr Kemble's 
performance under the patent; to which his Grace 
anſwered, That he had already given his conſent tio 
Mrs Eſten. I am to requeſt that you will lodge in 
proceſs a copy of your Rees and of the Duke $ me 


N ſwer. Ian, Sir, N 
k Your moſt obedient lic: N 
f | (Signed) ROBERT ' PLAYFAIR. | 
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LETTER from his Croce cheDuke of H au- 
TON to Mr G1B$0N, produced i in conſe- 
_ quence of the requeſt in the preceeding 
Letter, 5 e | 


Leoming Lane September 8. x 192. 
S1R, | ; 8 
Have conſidered with attention the "We of [ 
facts rclative to the e Theatre, I think, that 
not with ade 


= . F '. 4 
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Me 12 Erſkine i 
conceive that Mr Jackſs | 
can be reſtrained 
to in the decrect-arbitraly hm entering into an a- 
„ Foy the 12 1 ſc of the Edinburgh and Glaſe 
gow Thea other perſon than Mr 


1 
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IAA that previous to the de- 
2 a treaty had been depending between Mr Jack - 
's truſtees and creditors, and Mrs Eſten, foraleaſe 
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Theatres, from the ſecond day of November! 
next; and an agreement to that effect was uf; 
executed i in London, at or about the date of the Wo. ( 
creet: Itherefore, as one of the patentees, cannos regſom- — 0 
_ ably with. Hold the benefit of the ent from „ 
Ee the honour to be, Sir, Fro, 

Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 5 1 5 
| ; Signed) HAMILTON & BRANDON: x os 
4 « 45 4 2 2 0 1 : | 5 NEL E 
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